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DIRECT  COMMUNICATION  WITH  TRADERS. 


The  DEPARTMENT  OF  OVERSEAS  TRADE  (Develop¬ 
ment  AND  Intelligence)  is  a  centre  at  which  information  on  j 
ail  subjects  of  commercial  interest  is  collected  and  clas-iilied 
in  a  form  convenient  for  reference,  and  at  which,  so  far  as  ' 
the  interests  of  British  trade  permit,  replies  are  given  to 
enquiries  by  traders  on  commercial  matters.  As  far  as  is 
possible,  the  Dep-artment  supplies,  on  personal  or  written 
application,  information  with  regard  to  the  following 
.subjects:  Foreign  and  Colonial  Contracts  open  to  Tender, 
and  other  openings  for  British  Trade;  Lists  of  manufac¬ 
turers  at  homo  and  lists  of  firms  abroad  engaged  in  par¬ 
ticular  lines  of  business  in  different  localities;  Foreign  and 
Colonial  Tariff  and  Customs  Regulations ;  Commercial  , 
Statistics;  Forms  of  Certificates  of  Origin;  Regulations  ecu-  | 
cerning  Commercial  Travellers,  Sources  of  Supply,  Prices,  j 
etc.,  of  Trade  Products;  Shipping  and  Transport,  etc. 

Samples  of  foreign  competitive  goods  and  commercial 
]>roducts  which  are  received  from  abroad  from  time  to  time 
are  exhibited  at  the  Offices  of  the  Department. 

Over  60,000  samples  of  goods  of  Foreign  manufacture  i 
which  were  sold  in  British  markets  abroad  and  in  certain  ' 
foreign  markets  are  on  exhibition  in  the  Sample  Rooms  of 
the  Department  at  3,  Guildhall  Courtyard,  E.C.,  and  are 
now  available  for  the  inspection  of  British  manufacturers.  ‘ 

The  BRITISH  INDUSTRIES  FAIR,  1920,  opened  on  , 
Monday  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  Birmingham  and  Gla.sgow.  j 


A  Supplement  of  the  “  Board  of  Trade  Journal  ”  dated 
8th  May,  1919,  gave  detailed  instructions  to  exhibitors. 

The  Office  dealing  with  Fair  matters  is  at  35,  Old  Queen 
Street,  S.W.l,  to  which  address  all  enquiries  should  be 
made. 

In  order  that  British  manufacturers  may  have  an  oppor-  * 

tunity  of  familiarising  themselves  with  Foreign  methods  of  E 

advertising  (including  German  and  Austrian),  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  collected  over  13,000  Foreign  Trade  Catalogues, 
and  these  may  be  inspected  by  British  manufacturers  at  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelli¬ 
gence),  73,  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 2. 

A  new  index  has  been  prepared,  in  which  the  catalogues  S 
are  classified  both  as  regards  articles  of  manufacture  and 
names  of  manufacturers,  thus  rendering  identification  of  anv 
particular  catalogue  a  simple  matter.  Copies  of  this  indei 
may  be  obtained  by  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  on  ' 
application  to  the  Comptroller-General,  Department  of  i 
Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence),  73,  Basing¬ 
hall  Street,  London,  E.C  2. 

All  communications  intended  for  the  Department  of  Over-  • 

seas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence)  should  be  * 

addressed  to;  The  Comptroller-General,  Department  of 
Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence),  35, 

Old  Queen  Street,  London  S.W.  1.  ] 


OPENINGS  FOR  TRADE  AND  NAMES  OF  TRADERS  IN 

COUNTRIES  ABROAD. 
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Confidential  Information, 


SPECIAL  REGISTER. 

The  Special  Register  affords  early  information  to  manu¬ 
facturers  and  traders  of  new  trade  openings  abroad  before 
they  become  public  property.  It  is  also  a  vehicle  for 
circulating  reports  on  foreign  competition,  and  any  other 
matters  likely  to  be  of  importance  and  interest  to  particular 
trades.  The  information,  which  is  private  and  confidential, 
is  supplied  to  the  Department  by  His  Majesty’s  Trade  Com¬ 
missioners  within  the  Empire,  and  by  His  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Representatives  in  foreign 
countries,  and  is  circulated  to  firms  on  the  Register  as 
quickly  as  possible  after  its  receipt. 

The  Register  is  open  to  any  approved  British  firm  on  the 
payment  of  a  foe  of  two  guineas  per  annum  (which  includes 
the  annual  subscription  to  the  “Board  of  Trade  Journal’’). 
If  is  not  open  to  non-British  traders. 

Information  is  supplied  solely  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
trade  in  British-made  goods. 

Those  British  firms  who  desire  their  names  to  be  included 
in  the  Special  Register  shofUl  communicate  with  The 
Comptroller-General,  Department  of  Overseas  Trade 
(Development  and  Intelligence),  73,  Basinghall  Street, 
London.  E.C.  2. 


FORM  K. 

H.M,  Consular  Officers  have  received  instructions  to 
furnish  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  (Development 
.and  Intelligence)  with  comm‘'rcial  information  respecting  all 
firms  in  their  respective  Consular  Di.stricts  who  can  be 
recommended  as  po.ssible  importers  of  goods  of  British  manii- 
'acture.  This  information,  which  includes  the  commer''ial 


'  and  linancial  status  of  the  firms  concerned,  their  local  and 
European  references,  goods  particularly  required,  terms  of 
j  trading  and  language  in  which  correspondence  slioiikl  be 
carried  on,  is  furnislied  to  the  Department  on  a  prescribed 
form,  which  is  known  as  Form  K. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  fullest  pos.sihle  advantages  from 
the  “Form  K’’  sy.->tem  of  information,  a  wide  circulation  is 
E.SSEVllAL. 

A  system  of  co-operation  between  the  l>ei>artment  of 
Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligence)  and  Brili  h 
traders  is  therefore  necessary,  and  tliis  co-operation  is  being 
attained  as  follows;  — 

t 

1.  The  Department  collects  and  edits  the  iiifonnatum. 

2.  The  Trade  .Associations  distribute  the  information. 

That  is,  the  Department  issues  the  informatiou  to— 

(a)  The  A.ssociation  of  Chambers  of  Commerce. 

(b)  The  Federation  of  British  Industries. 

The  bodies  comprised  in  these  organisations  have  their 
various  component  trades  cla.ssified  as  shown  in  “Form  K.. 
and  lists  of  traders  are  therefore  only  circulated  to  those 
firms  which  come  under  that  classification,  thus  avoiding 
circulating  to  trades  which  are  not  interested. 

The  system  is  safeguarded  by  agreements  with  the 
distributing  organisations  against  the  issue  of  the  informa- 
I  tion  to  any  outside  firms.  .All  firms  who  wish  to  receive  the 
information  have  to  be  approved  by  the  Department 
present  over  10.f)00  firms  have  joined,  and  any  other  firms 
who  wish  to  participate  should  apply  through  their  Chamber 
of  Commerce  or  the  Federation  of  British  Industries  (39, 
St  .lames’s  Street  l.ondon,  .S.W.  1).  or  through  bodies 
affiliated  to  the  hstter. 
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THE  liOATH)  OF 


The  board  of  Trade. 


COAI,. 


WEEKLY  OUTPUT  IX  TONS. 

Provisional  figures  of  the  weekly  tonnage  out[iut  of 
coal  during  the  four  weeks  ended"  14th  i’ehruary  are 
given  below. 

The  output  for  the  week  ending  14th  February  was 
4,897,311  tons,  against  4,816,167  tons  for  the  previous 
week,  and  4,866,066  tons  for  the  corresponding  long 
week  in  Northumberland  and  Durham. 

24th  Jan 
Tons. 

Durham  .  645,490 

Northumberland  ...  222,045 

Yorkshire  .  801,462 

Lancashire,  Cheshire 
and  North  Wales...  464,941 

Derby,  Nottingham 

and  I..eicester  .  596,933 

Staffordshire,  Shrop¬ 
shire.  Warwick  and 

Worce.ster  .  351,782 

South  Wales  and 
^Monmouthshire  ...  990  325 
Other  English  T)is- 

tricts  .  102.952 

Scotland  .  675,553 

Total  .  4  851.521  4.866.066  4.846,167  4.897.311 


31st  Jan 
Tons. 
677,966 
239.363 
785,467 

.  7th  Feb. 
Tons. 
641,641 
227,343 
772,339 

14th  Feb. 
Tons. 
684.556 
240,178 
787,605 

461,176 

460,682 

457,985 

594,383 

594,408 

601,342 

356.357 

361,601 

361,056) 

989.703 

1,006,739 

1.004,949 

102.508 

659.323 

101.591 

679,823 

f6.300 

663.334 

SUMM.VPY  SINCE  MAY  31,  1019. 

The  total  production  weekly  of  coal  since  31st  May, 
1919.  is  given  below: — 


1919.  1910. 

Tons.  Tons. 

May  31st  .  4, 812, .59.5  October  IKh  ...  4,076,862 

June  7th  .  4,611.03.1  October  18th  ...  4,727,46.5 

June  14th  .  3,2;56..508  October  25th  ...  4,761,0.37 

June  21st  .  4,736.811  November  1st  ...  4, 674, .5.22 

June  28th  .  4,896,9.33  November  8th  ...  4,804,4.56 

July  .5th  .  4.728.-588  November  15th  4,079, 1i92 

.Till}'  12th  .  4.796,148  November  22nd  4,767,578 

Julv  19th  .  0,893.6,51  November  29th  4,762,729 

July  26th  .  2.537,951  December  6th  4,808,524 

August  2nd  ...  3.611,776  December  1,3th  4,886,1.56 

August  9th  .  2,6!2,B95  December  20th  4,910,100 

August  l6th  ...  3,726,499  December  27th  3,3.52.603 

August  2.3rd  ...  3,989,762  1920. 

August  30th  ...  4,354,98.-’,  January  3rd  ...  3,491,60.3 


September  6th  4, .509, 86.3  January  10th  ...  4,540,72.3 

September  1.3th  4,189.816  .Tanuaiy*  17th  ...  4,902,906 

September  20th  4, 450, .308  .January  24th  ...  4,851,521 

September  27th  4,481.434  January  31st  ...  4,866,066 

October  4th  ...  2,871.010  February  7th  ...  4,846,167 

February  14th  4,897,311 


EMPIRE  COTTON  GROWING. 


GOVERNMENT  ASSISTANCE. 

Sir  Auckland  Geddes,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
delivered  an  address  on  Saturday  at  a  luncheon  given  by 
the  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Referring  to 
the  need  for  increasing  the  future  supply  of  raw  cotton, 
he  expressed  gratitude  to  the  Empire  Cotton  Crowing 
Committee  for  the  work  they  had  accomplished.  Their 
report  had  been  discussed  by  the  Cabinet,  and  he  was 
able  to  announce  that  the  Government  had  ajiproved 
in  principle  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Comm’tt-ee, 
.ind  had  decided  forthwith  to  ask  Parliament  to  vote 
a  grant  of  £10,000  a  year  for  five  years  to  enable  the 
Committee  to  develop  its  work.  Every  department 
of  the  Stato  would  be  pleased  to  do  all  that  was 
possible  to  help  in  the  development  of  this  work.  It 
was  obviously  impossible  for  the  Government  to  pledge 
itself  in  detail  as  to  what  precise  action  it  would  agree 
to  take,  hilt  so  far  as  it  lay  in  their  power  they  would 
give  the  fullest  possible  support  to  this  great  scheme 
of  Empire  develojunent. 
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THE  BOARD  OF  TRkDE— continued. 


A  long  summary  of  the  Empire  Cotton  Growing  Com¬ 
mittee’s  report  was  published  in  the  “  Journal  ”  oi  22nd 
January. 


PROFIIEERING  ACT  DEPARTMENT, 


^  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE. 

The  eighteenth  meeting  of  the  Investigation  of  Piic-ti 
Standing  Committee  was  held  on  19th  February.  The 
report  of  the  Costings  Advisory  Committee  on  Mr. 
T.  B.  Johnston’s  Memorandum  on  Costings,  which 
was  referred  to  in  last  week’s  “  Journal,”  was  discussed, 
and  its  further  consideration  was  postponed  pending  a 
conference  between  Mr.  Johnston  and  the  Chairni.'ui  of 
the  Costings  Advisory  Committee.  The  following  temis 
of  reference  were  ajiproved  for  the  Building  Materials 
Sub-Committee  ”  to  investigate  prices,  costs  and  i»iofits 
of  building  materials  at  all  stages.”  The  Chairman  also 
.gave  a  short  account  cf  his  interview  with  the  deputa¬ 
tion  from  the  Woollen  and  Worsted  Trades’  Federation 
which  took  place  at  Bradford  on  14th  February. 

On  the  same  date  the  fourteenth  meeting  of  the  Motor 
Fuel  Sub-Committee  of  the  Prices  Committee  was  held, 
when  evidence  wa.s  given  by  a  representative  of  the 
Anglo-American  Oil  Co.,  Ltd.  The  Sub-Committee  also 
decided  to  prosecute  an  enquiry  into  the  price  of 
Kerosene. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Milk  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Committee  on  Trusts  was  held  on  20th  February.  The 
general  procedure  to  be  adopted  was  agreed,  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  will  be  invited  to  attend  and  give  evidence 
at  the  next  meeting.  • 

The  fourth  meeting  of  the  Wool,  Tops  and  Yarns  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Prices  Committee  was  held  at  Brad¬ 
ford  on  the  same  date,  when  consideration  was  given  to 
the  terms  of  a  questionnaire  which  is  to  he  addres,^ 
to  the  Trade. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  Building  Materials  Sub¬ 
committee  of  the  Prices  Committee  was  held  on  23rJ 
February'.  Sectional  Committees  were  appointed  to  in¬ 
vestigate  Light  Castings,  .Bricks  and  Stone,  Timber 
and  Cement  and  Mortar. 

The  fourth  meeting  of  the  Furniture  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Prices  Committee  took  place  on  the  same  date, 
when  a  report  prepared  by  the  Chief  Accountant  was 
considered. 

Tlic  eighteenth  meeting  of  tlie  Standing  Committee 
on  Trusts  was  held  on  24th  February,  when  the 
memoranda  on  trade  combinations,  referred  to  in  last 
week’s  “  .Tonmal,”  c.nme  up  for  further  consideration. 

Meetings  of  Sub-Committees  of  the  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Trusts  took  place  on  the  same  date,  as  follows: 


I  ChuroI.Ttp  Siib-Comniittoo. — .8pvontli  nieoting.  The  Sub- 
'  Coniniittoo  (li.sousscd  the  proroduro  to  Ik'  .ndoptod  in  prosecut- 
!  ing  investigations  luuk'r  the  extended  terms  of  reference, 

j  Mliicli  wore  approved  hy  the  Committee  on  Trusts  at  their 

seventf'enth  meeting. 

Iron  and  Steel  S^ih-Committee. — First  mooting.  The  pro- 
eediire  to  ]»e  ad<)|)tod  was  .'igroed. 

,  Salt  Suh-Committee. — Fifth  meeting.  Fvidenee  was'given 
j  hy  a  representative  of  the  Salt  T’liion,  Titd. 

!  Wallpaper  Snh-Committoe. — Fifth  irn'oting.  Fvitlonce wi? 

'  given  hv  three  witnesses. 

j  The  fifteenth  meeting  of  the  ^lotor  Fuel  Snh-Comniittee 
was  held  on  2-5th  Fehrnarv  wheti  evid«'nee  was  given  b’" 

!  repres.'‘ntati\  ps  of  the  f  istrihiitors  of  lieavv  oils. 

The  fourth  meeting  of  the  Jfatehes  Sidi-Committee  of  the 
!  f'ommittee  on  Trusts  took  t)laee  on  the  same  date,  nheu 
I  evidenee  was  given  hv  five  witnesses. 


CLEARING  OFFICE  FOR  ENEMY  DEBTS. 

11. M.  Charge  d ’.Affaires  at  Berlin  has  lodged  with 
the  German  Govcniment  a  formal  notification  of  thf 
adoption  by  His  Majesty’s  Government  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Article  296  and  the  Annex  thereto  of  thf 
Treaty  of  Peace  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  aClesf- 
ing  Office  for  Enemy  Debts,  and  has  intimated  that  thi? 
notification  includes  the  Governments  of  all  the  British 
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THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE — continued. 


Self-Goveming  Dominions  with  the  exception  of  South 
Africa,  and  of  all  the  British  Colonies  and  Broteetorates 
with  the  exception  of  Egypt. 


THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE— continued. 


and  the  Fine  Art  Trade  Guild  gave  evidence  regarding 
the  marking  of  goods  from  the  jioints  of  view  of  their 
respective  trades. 


THE  NON-FERROUS  MINING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Air.  H.  B.  Battertou,  AI.P., 
to  encpiire  into  Non-Ferrous  Alining  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  have  now  completed  the  taking  of  evidence, 
and  are  prq)aring  a  report  which  they  hope  to  ])rosent 
in  a  few  weeks  time. 

Witli  regard  to  evidence  taken,  Col.  J.  V.  Ramsden, 
representing  tlie  Rarytes  Producers’  Association  and  the 
rihropsliire  Alines,  Limited,  described  tlie  steps  now  being 
taken  to  improve  the  grinding  and  grading  of  barytes,  and 
stated  {hat  protection  against  the  importation  of  foreign 
barytes' at  low  prices  was  neces.sary  if  the  industry  was  to 
be  preserved. 

.Mr.  Anthony  AVilson,  of  the  Thornthwaite  Alines,  Limited, 
gave  evidence  respecting  the  lead  and  zinc  mines  in  the  Lake 
District,  and  referred  to  the  need  for  allowances  for  depre¬ 
ciation  of  plant  and  amortisation  of  buildings  and  shafts  in 
the  assessment  of  mines  for  income  tax. 

Air.  W.  11.  Uorlase  explained  the  jtresent  position  and 
future  prospects  of  the  Greenside  Aline  in  Patterdalo,  and 
Mr.  J.  Cox  described  the  operations  of  tlie  A’ieille  Alontagne 
Zinc  Company  at  Xenthead. 

Mr.  J.  Alitcliell,  Alanagor  of  tlie  A\'anilockliead  Load 
Mining  Company,  explained  his  projKisal  for  draining  the 
Lead  Hills  district  hy  means  of  a  deeji  level  gravitation 
tunnel,  and  Air.  1’'.  F.  AVilson,  and  Air.  Rawden  Skowis,  of 
the  Lead  Mills  Compitiiy,  discussiHl  the  attitinle  of  tlieir 
fompany  towards  jiartic  ipation  in  such  a  scheme. 

Mr.  S.  Petts  di'.scrihod  the  operations  of  the  Alill  Close 
Mine  in  Derhyshi ro,  and  Air.  If.  Seed  gave  evidence  in 
regard  to  tlie  Ashover  Alines  in  the  same  county.  The 
latter  are  now  worked  almost  entirely  for  fluorspar,  and  for 
Tihicli  there  is  a  good  demand  for  use  a.s  a  flux  in  metallnrgi- 
eal  operations.  Profes<or  H.  Tjonis  gave  evidence  with  re¬ 
gard  to  milling  in  Xorthninbei-htiid,  Rnrham,  and  A'orkshire, 
and  suggested  tliat  a  trial  of  the  Afi'liiierby  i^-ar  limestone 
offered  the  best  chance  for  a  resuscitation  of  lead  mining  of 
that  district.  He  thought  that  the  important  effect  whicli 
a  sucrcssful  issue  to  this  trial  wotild  have,  justified  the 
expenditure  of  national  funds  on  it. 

Mr.  P.  E.  .Marmion,  of  the  Swansea  Vale  Spelter  Com¬ 
pany.  gave  evidence  regarding  the  jiroperties  and  values  of 
British  blendes  from  the  spelter-maker’s  jioint  of  view,  and 
ilistussed  the  sources  from  which  the  spelter-makers  obtained 
their  ores. 

Mr.  X.  Reynoldson  stated  the  jiresent  po.sition  and 
prospects  of  tlie  Cabbish  and  Tmnelicad  Alines  in  Westmor¬ 
land. 

Mr.  0.  AV.  Lainjilngh  explained  the  nature  of  the  work 
normally  undertaken  by  the  Geologieal  Survey  and  the 
'■pwial  duties  in  an  tennomic  direction  undertaken  by  them 
during  the  war;  and  Air.  Td.  S.  Tdoyd,  of  the  Hepartnient  of 
!>(ie!!tifio  and  Tndnstrial  Research,  gave  ovidenee  respecting 
tko  relationship  of  that  T)epartnient  to  the  Geological 
^nn’ey. 

Air.  T.  AA’.  AA'ard  discussed  the  offeet  of  the  war  on  the 
operations  of  the  Esgairmwyn  Aline,  and  evidenro  on  the 
Ubonr  side  of  the  onr(nirv  was  rriven  by  Air.  .Tolin  Cameron 
and  Afr.  AA’.  Tjatham,  of  the  Alinors’  Fod<'ration  ;  Afr.  T. 
Alnrgan  and  Afr.  A\’.  Aforfian.  of  the  Xotional  AinalgamntiHl 
I-al)onrprs’  T’nion  ;  Air.  AA'.  Sherwood,  Air.  J.  W.  Hogarth, 
and  Air.  J.  AA’.  Shield  of  the  Xational  Union  of  General 
Aforkers;  and  bv  Air.  E.  Rarclay.  Afr.  A.  Hughes,  and  Afr. 

H.  Thomas  of  the  Hock,  AA’harf,  Riverside,  and  General 
Aforliers’  Union. 


merchandise  marks  committee. 

At  the  meetings  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  were  held  at  the  Board  of  Trade  last  week, 
Mth  Mr.  Joseph  Hood,  ,M,P.,  in  the  chair,  the  effects 
ft  the  compulsory  marliing  of  foreign  goods  with  an 
mdication  of  their  origin,  and  of  the  use  of  a  National 
Trade  Mark,  were  dealt  tvith  by  witnesses  from  the 
•''^^j'omptoc.  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Association 
«  West  African  Merchants,  and  the  Liverpool  Chamber 
^Commerce.  Representatives  of  the  Fancy  Goods, 
sports  and  Games  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
temmerce,  of  the  British  Brush  Manufacturers’  Asso- 
the  Painting  Brush  Makers’  Provident  Society, 


POTASH  COMPOUNDS. 


LMPORTS  FROM  GERMANY  AND  ALSAct;. 

‘  n  ^^^^i^tent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  caused  the 
tollowing  statement  to  be  chculated  with  the  Official 
Iteport  of  the  House  of  Commons  iii  reply  to  a  question 
from  Sir  Richard  Cooper; — 


Tho  approximate  tpiantities  and  values  of  potash  com- 
pouiias  imported  from  Germany  and  Alsace  since  the 
Aimistice  for  agricultural  and  industrial  piirjioscs  respec¬ 
tively  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: _ 

Qnaiititv.  Value. 

Germany—  Tons.*  £  (c.i.f.) 

For  agricultural  use  .  19,820  823,727 

For  industrial  use  .  4,301  182.44G 

Alsace — 


For  agricultural  U'C* .  37,2o8  27.5,476 

For  industrial  use  .  ICXJ  2,250 

The  ruling  prices  of  jiotash  in  Germany  according  to  the 
Hoard’s  present  advice.s  are  as  follows:  — 

12-15  per  cent,  potash  salts,  per  hundred  kilos,  60  pfennigs 
per  1  per  cent,  potash. 

20-22  per  cent,  jiotash  salts,  jier  hundred  kilos,  74  pfennigs 
per  1  per  cent,  potash. 

30  Jier  cent,  potash  salts,  jior  hundred  kilos,  83  jifennigs 
Jier  1  Jier  cent,  jiotash. 

40-42  Jier  cent,  kali  magnesia,  jicr  hundred  kilos,  97  jifen¬ 
nigs  per  1  per  cent,  jiota.sh. 

80  Jier  cent,  muriate,  on  basis  of  60  jicr  cent.  KjO,  jicr 
hundred  kilos,  115  jifennigs  jier  1  jier  cent,  potash, 
^nljihate  of  potash,  jior  hundred  kilos,  152  jifennigs  jier  1 
Jier  cent,  jiotash. 

Tho  sale  prices  of  German  jiotasli  ccmponiicls  to  English 
eoiisnmers  for  industriil  jinrjiosos  .are  as  follows:  — 

(a)  Miifrtial  acquired  hi/  IJritish  Gorcnniirnt  in  Vart 
I’ai/iiicnt  for  Food  Sfuffr. 

S  id  Jill  ate  90  jior  cent.,  £23  2s.  6d.  jior  ton  bagged 
material  c.i.f. 

Aluriate  80  jior  cent.,  £20  jier  ton  bagged  material  c.i.f. 
Afuriate  90  jier  cent.,  £21  10s.  jicr  ton  bagged  on  80  jier 
(ont.  basis,  c.i.f. 

(h)  For  Cauxtir  Ffdaxh  88-90  per  cent.  hrniKilt  in  under 
.\  rrnnqemenf.x  made  throuqh  the  Hoard  of  Trade. 

Tlie  following  maximum  jirices  were  fixed  for  material 
delivered  at  consumers’  works;  — 

ITp  to  .31st  Hecemlier,  1919,  £iri0  per  ton. 

From  1st  .Tannary.  1920.  £116  os.  per  ton. 

(cl  The  jiriccs  at  wliic-h  other  German  jiotasli  comjionnds 
were  sold  to  Rritish  jinrehasers  were  not  stated. 

*Thp  average  jiotash  content  of  this  material  is  con¬ 
siderably  lower  than  that  of  the  German  material. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


13RITISII  EXPORTS  TO  ROUMANIA. 
lie  attention  of  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade 
been  called  by  H.AI.  Commercial  Secretary  at 
arost  to  the  fact  that  recent  shipments  of  British 
Is  to  Ronmaiiia  have  shown  much  to  be  desired  in 

matter  of  packing.  .if 

I  some  instances  bales  and  packages  on  aiTival  trom 
land  have  not  been  suitable  to  withstand  the 
emelv  bal'd  usage  which  they  receive,  and  in  con- 
lence"  quantities  of  goods  have  been  damaged  or 
throuf^h  robberies,  encouraged  no  doubt  by  tho  ease 

.  -1  111.'  _;i£....,a  Kvnl-on 


packages.  ,  ,  i. 

In  order  to  facilitate  entries  through  the  Customs 
and  the  classification  of  goods  contained  in  bales  or 
packages,  exporters  are  adivised  where  possible  to  gi'C 
a  specification  of  the  contents  of  each  bale  or  case, 
showing  the  kind  of  goods,  weigfi’t,  both  gross  and  JYet, 
and  in  the  case  of  cottons  and  linens,  the  number  of 
threads  to  the  square  centimetre  and  the  weight  per 
square  metre  in  grammes.  In  the  case  of  woollens  or 
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mixtures  the  exact  composition  should  be  clearly 
stated,  i.e.,  the  ])ercentage  of  silk,  cotton,  or  other 
textile  therein  contained. 

Invoices  should,  if  possible,  relate  only  to  the  bales 
in  each  parcel  shipped,  and  not,  as  lias  occurred  in 
some  cases,  to  several  parcels  shijipetl  on  different 
steamers. 

hAactitude  of  detail  is  very  neoessarv  in  order  to 
enable  the  entries  through  the  Customs  to  be  canied 
out  expeditiously,  (’areful  attention  to  such  jioints  will 
well  repay  sbippi  rs  <jf  British  irinids  to  Boumania. 


PASSAGES  Tt)  EAST  AFRICA. 

Jiritish  trade  representatives  who  desire  to  visit  East 
Africa.  an<l  who  experience  difficulties  in  obtaining 
passages,  are  invited  to  communicate  in  the  first  place 
w  ith  the  Shipping  and  Transport  Section  of  the  Fejiart- 
nieiit  of  Ovei-seas  Trade.  73,  Basinghall  Street,  E.C.  2. 

The  “  Journal  ”  of  .‘ith  Februarv  (p.  190)  sets  out  the 
classes  of  persons  whom  the  Colonial  Office  are  ;>re- 
)>ared  to  recommend  for  prioi  ity  passages  to  East  Africa. 

TRADE  WITH  GERMAA'Y. 

Mr.  .T.  W.  F.  Thelwall.  H.M.  Commercial  Com¬ 
missioner  at  Berlin,  has  arrived  in  London  for  a  brief 
stay,  during  whi(*h  h<‘  will  be  glad  to  meet  British 
firms  interested  in  trade  with  Germany. 

Inteniews  can  be  arranged  on  application  to  the 
D(iiartment  of  Overseas  Trade,  3o,  Old  Queen  Street 
S.W.  1. 


XEAR  EASTERN  SAMPLES  EXHIBITION. 

The  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  has  recently 
organised  an  exhibition  of  samjiles  of  various  classes 
of  goods  (textiles.,  hardware,  etc.),  collected  from  a 
number  of  Near  Eastern  markets.  The  samples  are  all 
of  pre-war  origiji  and  have  been  furnished  in  mr.st  cases 
in  connection  with  special  reports  on  the  inarkets  con¬ 
cerned.  The  following  is  a  classification  of  the  various 
items  comprising  the  exhibition : — 


Market 
Greece  and 
Balkans 
generally. 


Greece 


Greece 

(Salonica). 

Bulgaria . 


Morocco. 


Classification  of  Samplc.s. 
Linen  and  celluloid  collars 
and  cuffs,  velvets,  jilushcs, 
silks,  satins,  serges,  dress 
materials,  sheetings,  cali- 
calicot'S,  etc. 

Cotton  and  woollen  cloths, 
trouserings,  socks,  and 
stockings,  statioiK'ry, 
writing  and  (lacking 
])a]K*rs,  Sewing  cotton. 
Cotton  and  woollen  piece- 
goods  of  Spanish  manufac¬ 
ture. 

Wool,  riblKins,  rep  (irints, 
cretonnes,  velvets,  flannel¬ 
ettes,  ginghams,  etc. 
Suitings  and  trou.siuings, 
woollen  and  cotton  cloths. 


Remarks. 

No  piices  quoted.  Several 
thousand  samples. 


Accompanied  hy  a  re|)ort, 
dealing  with  the  trade 
and  commercial  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  countrv’. 


.■>4  sanuiles 
attached. 


with 


pnees 


lOU  sam|)les,  well  priced, 
]  ire- war  Geiinan  inanu- 
factun-. 

.Miout  22  samples  and  21 
catalogues.  Accompanied 
liy  RejKirt. 

Pre-war  go<ids,  well  priced. 
.Accompanied  by  a  Special 
Keimrt  on  the  trade  of 
Morocco  pre|iared  hy  the 
Department’s  Sjx-cial 
Commissioner. 


Tools  a  nd  ha  rd  wa  re  hi'oad  - 
cloths,  sateen,  satins, 
damasks,  (irints,  shf'etings, 
etc.,  hosiery,  socks  and 
women's  underwear. 

Linen  eollars  and  euffs, 
silk  goods. 

Cotton  and  jute  textiles  of  Prieed. 

Spanish  manufacture. 

The  exliibition,  wliieh  is  being  held  at  the  Foreign 
Samples  Section  of  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade, 
3,  Guildhall  Courtyard.  London,  E.C.  2,  is  o]Hn  to 
United  Kingdom  manufacturers,  and  admission  to  it 
mav  be  obtained  by  the  presentation  of  a  business 
card  or  of  this  communication. 


CATALOGUES  AND  SAMPLES  FOR  LIEGE. 
HM.  Consul  at  Liege  has  organisc-d  a  Special  Cata¬ 
logue  and  Sample  Exhibition  Room  at  the  Consulate 
Offices,  and  is  anxious  to  receive  from  British  inanu- 
facturers  and  other  interested,  all  publicity  matter  con¬ 
nected  with  their  products. 

.\  similar  catalr^ue  and  sample  room  will  shortly 
be  o]iened  at  Charleroi. 


Special  Articles. 


BRITISH  SCIENTIFIC  INSTRUMENTS.] 


PAST  AND  PRESENT. 

Before  we  deal  with  the  ])resent  position  of  tlia 
scientific  instrument  industry,  and  with  what  it  has 
learned  during  the  war,  it  will  be  useful  to  examine  the 
position  of  rhe  trade  duiing  the  yeai’s  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  1914.  The  instruments  produced  can  be  con¬ 
veniently  divided  into  two  main  groups;  first,  those 
articles  which  were  required  in  fairly  large  lunnbers 
and  purchased  by  the  general  public,  such  as  the  opera 
or  field  glasses  and  the  aneroid  barometer;  secondlv, 
those  instruments  which  were  made  in  much  smaller  I  ' 
numbers  and  for  service  in  more  strictly  scientific  *  * 
investigations,  instruments  such  as  the  large  astro¬ 
nomical  telescope  and  the  torsion  galvanometer. 

So  far  as  the  first  group  is  concerned — the  popular 
group — ^this  country  was  mainly  depemlent  upon  im- 
)>orts  for  an  adequate  supply.  With  regard  to  the  second 
group,  in  which  the  articles  did  not  lend  thenis-elves, 
chiefly  on  account  of  thei  limited  demand,  to  l)ulk  pro¬ 
duction,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  which  indiv'dual 
skill  f>f  a  high  oixler  w  as  required,  a  larger  i»ro2)Oition 
was  jtnHluced  at  home. 


Tin;  I.MPOUTED  Instruments. 


It  is  not  difficult  now  to  see  how  our  dependence  upon 
Germany  and  Erance  for  ordinary  optical  instriiiiients 
arose.  It  was  our  weakness  in  regard  to  the  optical 
portion  of  the  scientific  instrument  industry  w  hich  was 
most  conspicuously  revealed  by  the  war.  In  the  first 
place,  both  Erance  and  Germany,  even  on  a  jieace  foot¬ 
ing,  had  large  standing  armies,  and  the  instruments 
of  all  kinds  which  were  necessary  for  their  equipment 
amounted  to  very  considerable  numbers.  This  gave  an 
assured  annual  demand  upon  which  the  manufacturers 
could  rely,  and  the  home  markets  were  moreover 
secured  by  tariffs  on  imported  articles.  The  army 
requirements  formed  a  sufficient  basis  upon  which  manu¬ 
facturers  could  reasonably  feel  justified  in  putting  doun 
plant,  or  in  making  provision  for  production  on  a  large 
scale.  Mass  production  mearrs  cheap  production. 
Manufacturing  processes  were  so  airanged  as  to  divide 
the  totel  operations  into  the  most  economical  units 
and  thus  to  ensure  the  maximum  of  repetition  work. 
The  methods  adopted  in  France  for  production  on  a  lai^e 
scale  were  not  the  same  as  those  which  prevailed  in  the 
case  of  Germany.  In  both  countries  manufacture  was 
subdivided  into  a  large  number  of  separate  operations. 
In  France,  however,  the  sepai’ate  jiarts  were  produced 
in  the  homes  of  the  workers.  They  were  collected  and 
then  assembled  at  some  central  factory.  This  method, 
apart  from  its  known  effects  on  labour  costs,  materiall.T 
reduced  the  total  cost  of  manufacture  hy  kirgely 
eliminating  overhead  charges.  From  French  industry  | 
was  obtained  the  cheap  instrument,  such  as  the  opan 
glass  so  familiar  in  our  shop  windows,  attractive  to  the 
eye  though  of  very  doubtful  optical  quality.  The  large 
sales  of  these  instruments  depended  es.sentially  upon 
the  lack  of  appreciation  of  optical  performance  on  fhe 
jtart  of  the  purchaser. 
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Germ.vny’s  Tr.xde. 


Prexluction  in  Germany,  unlike  that  in  France, 
w  ascairied  on  hy  well  recognised  factory  methods:  the 
elements  passing  stage  hy  stage  through  the  variout 
ojierations,  arrived  at  a  common  centre  for  testing 
assembling.  Experience  showed  that  the  country  whicB 
used  these  metliods  ^as  the  more  serious  compe-titor- 
inasmuch  as  it  jiroduced  the  type  of  high-class  instro- 
ment  which  should  have  been  manufactured  in  tttf 
country.  We  must  now  recognise  the  unpleasant  fad 
that  in  the  higher  type  of  optical  instrument 
o\itcla.seed.  The  British  manufacturer  did  not  feel 
fied  in  laying  down  the  necessarj-  plant  for  mass  produc¬ 
tion;  he  was  in  many  cases  content  to  go  forward 
linc-s  w  hich  had  become  anti«pie.  One  may  show  ti'i 
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the  sysk-m  adopted  in  Oenaany  att'ectcd  tlie  tinal  opera¬ 
tions  in,  say,  the  niaimfacture  of  a.  prism  binoeulai'. 
Under  the  Oerman  organisation,  alter  tlie  elements  had 
heen  pnaluccd  in  a  manner  designed  to  ensure  the 
.'leatest  mathematical  accuracy,  the  optical  elements 
were  further  examined  for  the  purpose  of  standardisa¬ 
tion,  and  were  classified  according  to  their  values.  After 
being  thoroughly  cleaned  they  were  sent  forward  to  the 
fsseinhling  shop,  where  it  was  jtossihle  for  the  operator 
to  select,  by  means  of  the  data  i)rovided,  the  particular 
elements  which  he  retpiirfd,  so  that  these  parts  were 
onlv  handled  once.  I'y  the  system  generally  in  vogue 
in  this  country  the  elements  were  not  graded  but  were 
pur  directly  into  the  bodies  and  an  examination  made ; 
if  the  elements  were  not  found  satisfactory,  they  were 
continually  chan"e<l  until  a  reasonable  ])erfonnance 
was  obtained.  This  fretpient  handling  of  the  parts 
wasted  much  time  and  led  to  very  unsatisfactory  results 
through  the  inclusion  of  dirt.  This  rule  of  thumb  did 
not  apply  to  all  British  manufacturers,  nor  does  it 
represent  present  methods.  But  before  the  war  it  was 
common  and  explains  tvh\'  British  quality  failed  as  a 
rule  to  compare  with  Gennan  quality. 

Huiii  Reputatiox  ni'  (Ikumax  Ixstrumexts. 

The  micro.scope  industry  furnishes  a  very  instructive 
lesson  of  the  manner  in  whifdi  the  Gei'inan  instrunumt 
prw  in  repute.  For  several  years  before  the  war 
microscopes  of  continental  manufacture  practically  held 
the  field  among  certain  classes  of  users,  particularly  in 
the  medical  profession  and  in  many  of  the  larger  teach¬ 
ing  institutions.  It  was  in  connection  Avith  microscope 
objectives  that  Abbe  realised  the  impossibility  of 
further  progress  unless  ceitain  types  of  glass,  with 
characteristics  differing  from  those  which  were  then 
available,  could  be  produced.  With  the  production  of 
these  new  glasses  the  optical  performance  of  the  German 
instruments  made  a  great  advance,  and  concurrently 
the  mechanical  parts  and  general  design  were  improved. 
.\s  a  natural  consequence  German  microscopy  earned 
a  well  deserved  reputation.  Full  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  position  from  a  commercial  point  of  view. 
Intensive  development  of  the  British  market  was  prac¬ 
tised  by  representatives  of  the  German  manufacturers, 
who  were  careful  to  attend  the  meetings  and  conven¬ 
tions  of  the  medical  }>rofession,  and  press  fonvard  their 
wares  They  won  over  the  demonstrators  of  the  medical 
schools  and  also  the  professors  of  the  universities  and 
colleges.  It  may  he  noted  that  the  German  repre¬ 
sentatives  were  chosen  for  their  technical  knowledge, 
which  enabled  them  to  do  this.  The  results  were  very 
far-reaching.  Students  became  familiar  during  their 
training  with  the  foreign  instruments  and  remained 
attached  to  them  in  later  years.  The  reputation  of  the 
foreign  instrument  then  grew  into  a  fetish,  which 
lingers  even  now.  though  British  instruments  of  satis¬ 
factory  quality  have  become  available. 

The  War  Changes. 

The  advent  of  war  brought  about  a  revolution  in  the 
nicthods  of  production  of  s<-iontitic  instruments  in  this 
'•oiintiT.  The  bugt*  demands  which  arose  bad  never 
before  been  known  in  the  industry,  and  types  of  instrii- 
nient-s  had  to  be  ]>r<Mluec<l  of  wliicb  no  ]»revions  experi¬ 
ence  existtxl.  These^  types  increased  in  number  as  the 
ni'nths  went  bv,  and  the  work  of  making  the  optical 
®strument  indnstiv  keep  jvace  with  the  national 
Occe^ities  bad  to  be  done  with  restricted  and  more 
Mricted  man  jiowcr.  Factories  bad  to  be  extended 
wd  new  ones  built.  Equipment  was  slow  and  progress 
difficult,  partly  because  the  demand  for  machines 
equally  heavy  in  so  manv  other  essential  fields  of 
*»r  production.  Each  arm  of  the  Sciwice  was  growing 
^nn  enormous  rate  ainl  equipment  bad  to  keep  pace, 
•be  enumeration  of  the  vaiFais  types  of  optical  instru¬ 
ments  required  would  constitute  a  formidable  list,  but 
*’ncn  it  is  recalled  that  some  of  them  were  wanted  in 
•ens  of  thousands  an  appreciable  estimate  of  the  task 
•et  can  be  formed.  There  were  rangefinders — from  the 
*®«11  infantry  tyjte  of  ^0  cm.  base  to  the  giant  of  100 
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feet  base — other  range  finding  instruments,  such  as  the 
mekonieter  and  telemeter,  dial  sights,  directors,  field 
plotters  and  range  rules,  telescopes  and  telescojiic  sights 
of  many  and  voided  types  for  the  different  Serviees, 
periseopes — from  the  sinii)le  mirror  type  to  the  huge 
structures  of  30  feet  for  land  and  submarine  uses— 
height  finders,  iiosition  finders  for  anti-aircraft  i>ur- 
poses,  clinometers,  bomb-<lropping  sights,  photographic 
apparatus,  sextants,  compasses  of  many  types,  levels, 
therslnlitos,  and  other  surveying  instruments,  and  u 
countless  array  of  binoculars. 

The  Requirements  of  Accuracy. 

It  may  not  be  realised  how  far  jiroduction  of  optical 
instruments  extend  into  the  realm  of  mechanical 
engineering.  Many^  of  the  instrument  shops  include  a 
large  engineering  staff',  who  have  to  face  and  ovorciv.ne 
no  mean  jiroblems.  Consider  for  one  moment  what 
would  be  the  effect  upon  the  value  of  an  instrument 
and  the  utility  of  its  fine  adjustment — when  accuracy 
has  to  be  measured  in  seconds  of  arc— if  there  were  a, 
liability  of  ffexure  in  its  supports.  We  must  not  loso 
sight  of  the  fact  that  not  only  was. there  the  initial 
difficulty  of  producing  the  number  of  instruments 
required,  hut  that  these  instruments  had  to  pass  the 
stringent  standards  set  up  by  the  various  inspecting 
authorities.  Satisfactory  results  were  only  aceom- 
])lished  by  laying  down  the  best  available  plant,  planning- 
the  operations  so  as  to  take  the  fullest  advantage  of 
repetition  work,  by  careful  inspection  at  all  stages  and 
by  precise  assembling.  The  dial  sight — an  instrument 
vital  the  artillery  and  one  demanding  extreme 
accuracy  both  mechanically  and  optically — furnishes  an 
fxample  of  what  can  be  accomplished.  Before  the 
war  the  demand  for  this  instrument  Avas  not  great,  and 
suf.plies  AA’ere  obtained  from  abroad,  but  there  Avas  no 
surplus  Avhen  Avar  broke  out.  Sup[)lies,  thei’efore,  had 
to  he  provided  immediatel.v  and  continnoiisly.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  record  that  the  demands  Avere  met.  and 
the  tAAo  British  finns  Avho  undertook  the  task  made  and 
passed  into  service  by  the  end  of  1918  het\A'een  20,000 
and  30,000  of  these  instruments.  We  received  some 
assistance  from  Xentrals  and  Allies  in  obtaining  certain 
stores,  but  as  a  set-off  Ave  sent  instruments  in  large 
quantities  to  our  Allies,  particularly  to  Russia  and 
America. 

The  British  Industry  at  Present. 

The  close  of  the  Avar  found  us  Avith  factories,  plant 
and  personnel  in  excess  of  requirements  if  consump¬ 
tion  AA-ere  to  fall  back  to  our  [ire-Avar  standard.  The 
personnel  had  been  trained  in  a  highly  specialis-'d 
indnstiy,  and  it  AA'onld  have  bfK;n,  from  the  national 
point  of  vicAv,  an  economic  Avaste  if  they  had  been  lost 
to  the  trade.  WorcoA'cr,  in  order  to  meet  future  calls 
on  the  indiistiw  it  Avas  essential  to  prevent  disband¬ 
ment  as  far  as  jjossihle.  The  industry  built  u])  in  Avar 
cannot  he  ke]it  up  in  peace  unless  the  scoi>e  of  its 
markets  is  greatly  enlarsjed.  The  demands  of  the 
])eace  Army  and  Navy  Avill  he  small.  It  will,  therefore, 
he  necessary  to  look  to  eomnu'reial  outlets  to  make  up 
for  the  deficiency  on  military  a.nd  naval  work.  Natur¬ 
ally  attention  is  fii-st  directed  towards  those  aiTicles 
Avhich  before  the  Avar  AAcre  imporied  in  targe  <ju  uitities, 
and  also  to  any  industry  Avhich  is  likely  to  grow  and  to 
increase  its  calls  for  instruments^  On  the  optical  side, 
tlie  spectacle  industry,  einematc^raphs,  the  microscono 
and  surA'cving  instrument  trades  off’er  the  greatest 
promise  of  successful  demands.  In  other  directions 
mathematical  instruments,  measuring  instruments  of 
precision,  gauge's  and  Avircloss  apparatus  should  'ifford 
employment  to  many  Avho  have  been  brought  into  the 
industry  by  the  stress  of  Avar.  Befoi-e  the  war  90  per 
cent,  oif  our  spectacles  came  fi*om  abroad,  and  it  was 
someAvhat  anomalous  that  British  glass  should  h.-tvo 
been  sent  to  America  to  be  returned  to  ns  as  spectacles. 
Ncav  factories  have  arisen  a.nd  are  still  springing  up  to- 
manufacture  spectacles  Avhieh  it  is  hoped  Avill  sutiplant 
the  imported  goods,  and  before  long  British  yuoductR 
should  make  an  appreciable  impression  upon  the  market. 
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Cinematographs  were  produced  here  before  the  war,  but 
large  numbers  were  also  imported  from  Franco, 
(leimany,  and  America.  New  firms  have  now  entered 
into  competition  and  aim  at  producing  the  highest  types 
of  instruments.  Considerable  progress  has  also  been 
niade  in  the  other  directions  indicated,  and  if  the  assist¬ 
ance  which  is  promised  by  the  inclusion  of  scientific 
instruments  as  products  of  one  of  the  “  key  ”  industries 
is  granted,  an  era  of  prosperity  for  a  war-created 
iiidustry  should  be  opened  up.  The  lessons  of  the  war 
cannot  but  fail  to  have  had  a  material  and  beneficial 
effect  upon  the  industry.  But  if  advantage  is  not  taken 
now  to  retain  what  we  have  won  there  is  every  possi- 
l/ility  that  the  benefits  will  be  entirely  lost. 

The  Scientific  Basis. 

That  scientific  instruments  ai'e  absolutely  vital  to  all 
the  services  in  war  is,  of  course,  acknowledged.  But 
it  may  not  be  realised  that  we  cannot  remain  in  a 
j)osition  to  produce  again  in  large  quantities  if  we  do 
not  retain  a  sufficiently  large  number  of  highly  skilled 
workers  to  answer  the  cali.  The  employment  in  ])eace 
of  the  war  personnel  will  be  possible  if  precautions  are 
taken  to  foster  the  industry’.  There  should  be  a  steadily 
growing  demand  for  instruments  of  various  kinds  in 
2>eaceful  pursuits.  Scientific  methods  and  scientific 
training  are  advancing  in  this  country,  but  we  are  not 
yet  in  the  position  which  Germany  held  before  the. war. 
Germany’s  remarkable  advance  in  manufacture  during 
the  past  thirty  years  has  been  largely  due  to  the  high 
scientific  training  of  those  on  the  directing  staff  in  her 
various  industrial  concerns,  and  probably  in  no  other 
country  was  industrial  science  so  actively  fostered. 
Both  industrial  science  and  theoretical  research  are 
essential  to  progress,  and  both  call  for  the  most 
acc  urate  of  scientific  instruments.  If  encouragement 
1k^  given  in  Great  Britain  to  scientific  metho<ls  in  manu¬ 
facture,  then  the  means  and  apparatus  to  enable  the 
work  to  be  carried  on  should  be  produced  in  this 
country.  The  creation  of  a  large  scientific  instrument 
industry  cannot  be  effected  by^  waving  a  wand. 
During  the  {)ast  five  .years  the  foundations  have  been 
laid,  but  it  rests  with  the  industry  of  the  nation  to 
build  upon  them  a  suitable  edifice.  We  have  at  any 
rate  abandoned  the  rules  of  thumb  and  called  science 
in  aid.  A  research  association  has  been  formed  to  deal 
with  the  problems  of  manufacture.  Scientific  investi¬ 
gations  have  and  are  being  undertaken  which  promise 
to  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  arriving  at  the  most 
satisfactory  methods  of  production,  and  also  in  effecting 
material  improvements  in  the  instruments  produced. 
All  that  this  war-created  industry  needs  is  time  within  • 
M’hich  to  establish  itself  securely. 


GERMANY’S  EXPORT  PROBLEMS. 


OUTLINE  OF  PRESENT  POLICY. 


[From  TI.M.  Charge  d' Affaires.) 

Berlin. 

The  sittings  of  the  Valuta  Commission  in  Berlin 
(which  is  carrying  out  investigations  and  reporting  on 
Germany’s  financial  and  commercial  j)Osition),  are  of 
outstanding  interest  at  the  present  time,  and  below  a 
summary  is  given  of  the  work  of  the  Commission  in 
January. 

Dealing  with  the  problem  of  how  to  obviate  a  further 
increase  of  the  pending  debts,  as  well  as  how  to  obtain 
long-termed  home  and  foreign  credits,  important  pro¬ 
posals  have  been  made,  which  may  indic.ate  the  course 
of  the  German  Government’s  intentions  with  reference 
to  the  future  policy  in  connection  with  commerce  and 
finance. 

An  interesting  recommendation  relates  also  to  the 

Veredelungs  credits.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
methorl  of  utilising  German  industry  as  a  means  of 
increasing  the  importation  of  foreign  raw  materials, 
and  thus  raising  home  pro<luction  and  giving  more  em¬ 


ployment,  is  appealing  more  and  jriore  to  the  Gerrnan  ^ 
industrialist,  who  has,  hitherto,  been  very  much  opposed 
to  the  principle  of  labouring  for  hire  on  behalf  of  neutral 
or  one-time  enemy  interests. 

Control  of  Imports 


The  following  j)roposals  wore  made  on  8th  January;-, 

1.  The  Valuta  Commission  have  noted  that  considerable 
amounts  will  be  reijuired  during  the  ne.\t  lew  months  for 
bills  {Devisen),  in  order  to  finance  the  inijmi  t  of  feMulstuffj 
Although  these  im{M)rts  are  necessary  at  present,  the  in. 
jiortation  of  foodstuffs  should  be  limited  as  much  as  j)o.s.sibl6 
and  the  inqxirt  of  such  aliments  as  bacon  and  meat  should 
be  replaced  by  fodder  and  corn. 

2.  The  Valuta  Commission  are  of  opinion  that  all  in. 
portatiou  of  luxuries  should  be  prevented. 

3.  The  Valuta  Commission  consider  further  tliat  fin 
existing  prohibitions  for  the  im|K)rtation  of  half-finished 
and  finished  articles  should  be  adhered  to. 

4.  The  V\'iluta  Commission  are  aware  that  the  import  of 
raw  materials  is  prohibited,  but  that,  according  to  a  regula. 
tion  issued  on  30th  September,  1919.  an  exception  was  made 
in  the  textile  trade,  which  allows  the  irnjiort  of  raw 
materials,  including  raw  silk,  without  any  formalities. 

The  Valuta  Commission  have  during  the  jiast  few  mnntb 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  detriment.'d  to  the 
development  of  the  German  Valuta  if  further  fpiantitie* 
of  raw  materi.ol  were  to  be  released,  as  with  the  continuj] 
increase  of  prices,  trade  and  industry  would  buy  more  goods 
than  they  need,  and  probably  more  than  they  can  work  up, 
in  order  to  sell  them  later  at  a  good  |)rofit.  The  Valuta 
Commission  recommend  therefore  the  reinlroduction  of  thf 
tirohibition  to  import  raw  materials  for  the  textile  tradf. 
The  control  of  the  imjiort  of  raw  materials  is  essential  ii 
order  to  t'revent  that  the  goofls  which  are  manufarturrvl 
from  the  importi'd  raw  materials  are  exjKirted  at  a  profit, 
E.vports. 


5.  With  regard  to  the  regulation  of  the  exjmrt  trade,  the 
\'aluta  Commission  appirove  of  the  suggestion  that,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  selling-out  of  natiemal  property,  prices 
shotild  he  examined  in  every  ca«e  when  jipplication  for 
export  is  made,  and  that,  furthermore,  export  hVenots 
should  onlv  he  granted  on  the  condition  that  iiavment  Is 
made  in  hills  (Drrispn).  The  Valuta  Commission  is  in  favour 
of  the  promised  formation  of  Foreign  Trade  Offices 
hand  el  at  ell  en'). 

The  “V r red e^ lines''  credits  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Valuta  Commission,  to  lie  recommended,  in  order  to  inrrm 
the  importation  of  foreign  raw  materials,  as  well  as  home 
production  and  export.  To  facilitate  this,  the  Valuta  Com¬ 
mission  consider  it  advisable  to  issue  supplrmentarr 
regulations  which  would  entitle  the  creditor  to  pledge  the 
goods  even  in  the  course  of  manufacture. 

Home  Production. 

6.  The  only  thorough  measure  for  a  continued  improve¬ 
ment  of  our  eeonomie  eoiiditioua.  and  of  the  Valuta,  is  to 
encourage  home  production,  which  necessitates  increas'd 
work  of  the  whole  nation.  The  Valuta  Commission  will 
request  the  Government  to  immediately  take  the  neressarv 
step.s — through  the  pre-s  or  authorities — to  enlighten  the 
public  on  this  jioint. 

AfiNKRM.S  AND  I.NDl'STRIAI.  PoWER. 

7.  The  present  decrease  of  home  prodiietioii,  which  is 
alarming,  is  in  the  main  eansed  hv  the  insufficient  cmI 
suppily  and  tlie  had  rationing  of  coal  as  a  result  of  trans 
port  conditions.  The  housing  conditions  of  the  miner- 
should  be  impiroved  w  ith  ns  little  delay  as  possible  in  order 
to  increase  coal  jiroduetion.  The  oucstion  of  opening  ne» 
coal  fields  should  he  taken  into  consideration,  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  an  incroased  production  of  heown  coal. 

Attention  should  also  he  paid  to  the  proehiction  m 
potassium.  Elei'trieity  should  ho  taken  as  a  substitute  rt 
coal  and  as  a  means  of  decreasing  the  import  of  paranm 
oil  and  motor  spirits  whenevor  possible,  esnecially  h' 
utilising  water  jiower  and  by  the  erection  of  high-tension 
transmissions. 

Prices  of  Agricultural  Products. 

8.  With  regard  to  agrirultural  prodnets,  the  V.nhita  Com¬ 
mission  consider  it  advisable  to  investigate  if  the  pn<^ 
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*  Under  these,  Germanv  reccivc.s  raw  materials  or  semim 
factured  goods,  and  works  them  up  or  fini.shes  thein  for  ^ 
foreign  exporters.  She  then  returns  the  finished  goods  to 
foreign  exporter,  and  receives  credit  for  her  services,  ' 

labour.  In  this  way  she  i.s  able  to  give  employment  to  **  A 
and  avoids  the  loss  involved  in  importing  on  her  own  s" 
under  present  conditions. 
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ffhicli  arc  fixed  by  tlio  autliorities  are  in  jirojmrtioji,  and 
whether  they  represent  an  appropriate  compensation  for  the 
costs  of  production.  The  Valuta  Commission  is  of  opinion 
that  before  the  delivery  premium  system  {Lieferi>rainien- 
iystem)  came  into  force,  the  prices  for  rye  and  wheat  were 
much  too  low.  The  Valuta  Commission  has,  further,  noted 
that  through  this  system  the  prices  for  agricultural  products 
will  be  increased.  The  Valuta  Commission  suggest  that  the 
producer  prices  for  the  following  year  should  be  published 
next  month,  so  as  to  make  them  known  to  agricul¬ 
tural  circles  before  the  beginning  of  field  work  in  the  spring. 

Home  and  E.xport  Pjuces. 

Some  of  these  proposals  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Government,  and  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  the  following  resolution  (translated  from  the 
.“Frankfurter  Zeitung  ”),  laying  further  emphasis  on 
the  necessity  for  action  in  certain  directions,  was  passed  : 

The  Commission  records  with  satisfaction  that  its  pro¬ 
posal  to  raise  and  regulate  the  prices  of  the  j)rincipal 
industrial  products  after  the  next  harvest  has  been  adopted. 

It  liolieves  that,  in  accordance  with  its  proposals,  tlie  im- 
[lortation  of  goods  has  not  been  sufficiently  restricted.  It 
h  of  opinion  that  the  comjiotent  authorities  do  not  under¬ 
stand  the  present  dangerous  situation  sufficiently,  inasmuch 
as  camsiderably  more  is  being  imported  than  can  be  paid 
for  by  exports.  It  is  further  necessary  to  considerably 
restrict  importation,  so  that  tlie  importation  of  raw 
materials  is  limited  to  the  requirements  of  industry. 
This  is  the  more  important,  inasmuch  as  stocks  of  all  kinds 
of  goods  are  considerable  in  the  markets  of  the  world. 

By  a  if'cent  decision  of  the  Commission,  the  seizure  of 
accruing  bills  in  respect  of  the  export  of  goods  must  be 
introduced  immediately ;  at  the  same  time  the  i)roceeds 
must  be  controlled  and  earmarked  for  sale,  as  well  as  other 
sales  to  foreigners  esjiecially.  The  seizure  of  accruing  bills, 
hocrever.  is  not  .satisfactory.  Tt  would  be  better  to  seize  all 
assets  and  i)ro])erty.  foreign  currency,  and  other  foreign 
debts.  It  has  lieen  decided  that  this  question  must  be 
examined  by  the  competent  authorities. 

The  Commi'sion  records  its  (hnnand  that  an  important 
part  of  the  extra  ])roc<  ed.s  on  tlie  sale  of  goods  to  foreign 
ffliintries,  through  the  low  value  of  the  mark,  must  he  taken 
bv  the  State,  so  that  the  difference  between  the  inland  and 
export  price  w  ill  be  maintained.  The  deduction  can  be  used 
as  a  subsidy  to  cheapen  the  cost  of  living  and  ])roduction. 

IxTF.RNaTION AT,  FiXANCIAI,  CoXFEKKNCE. 

.\t  a  sitting  wbic^h  took  place  on  20tli  January,  uncler 
the  Chairmanship  of  the  Under-Secretary  of  State,  Dr. 
Shroeder,  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  the  Coinniission 
investigated  statements  of  well-known  financial  authori¬ 
ties  in  different  countries  who  requested  au  International 
Financial  Conference,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing 
regulations  to  help  those  States  which  .  had  suffered 
through  the  war.  The  Commission  exj)resscd  its  opinion 
on  this  movement  and  the  corresponding  difficult  posi¬ 
tion  of  Germany  as  follows : — 

The  Standing  Commission  lias  hoou  formed  w  hcii  the  value 
of  German  currency  is  extremely  low.  Tlie  mark,  inter- 
utionally,  is  only  worth  1  per  cent,  of  its  par  value.  The 
ontimiation  of  this  situation  xvill  not  only  mean  the 
writable  industrial  and  financial  destruction  of  Germany, 
but  also  a  grave  crisis  for  the  other  Kuropepn  countries.  The 
Commission  has  noticed  with  satisfaction  tho  financial 
oegotiations  with  Holland,  inasmuch  as  tlicy  indicate  a 
hipeful  beginning. 

It  has  carefully  studied  the  Memorandum  w  liich  has  been 
by  a  roll  of  imjwrtant  private  persons  of  different 
o^ntral  and  former  enemy  countries,  and  the  contract  should 
a  ouick  and  far-rcaching  international  effcit.  and 
f'Mble  those  countries  which  have  been  hit  lieavily  during 
w  rar  to  recuperate. 

fho  Commission  rousiders  that  a  meeting  of  the  repre- 
“atatires  of  the  international  financial  world  is  necessary 
®iiisdiatelv  in  order  to  overcome  tlie  chaos  in  tho  exchange 
and  the  starvation  and  hreaking-up  of  Germany, 

•id  with  it  the  hreaking-up  of  Europe.  Nevertheless. 
*fien  financial  help  would  not  benefit  us  alone.  Germany 
help  herself.  Without  scientific  lending  we  cannot 
•TOid  a  catastro])ho.  If  we  cannot  set  ourselves  in  order 
l^unnot  receive  help  from  outside.  Phould  help  come 
^  nntside  it  would  onlv  he  given  under  the  hardest  of 
^’Mitions  and  soundest  of  serurifie.s. 

Illicit  Trade  on  the  AVestern  Frontier. 

fonu’ng  into  force  of  the  T’eaee  Treaty,  the  long- 
closing  of  the  German  frontier  against  unrestrictocl 
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imports  did  not  come  into  force,  and  the  Commission  sent 
an  urgent  message  to  tlie  financial  advisors  in  all  Allied 
countries"  requesting  an  immediate  closure  of  the  German 
xvest  boundary,  and  the  setting  up  of  German  industrial  law 
in  the  occupied  territory,  so  tliat,  according  to  Article  23'> 
of  the  Peace  Treaty,  the  promised  help  for  the  provision  of 
Germany  with  raw  material  and  food  could  take  place.  This 
help  is  absolutely  necessary  at  once,  otherwise  it  will  be  too 
late.  The  time  for  small  measures  is  past.  The  German 
frontier  must  be  closed  and  one  policy  in  respect  to  prices 
introduced,  in  order  to  encourage  greater  production.  AVork 
must  once  again  be  resumed  in  a  greater  measure,  and  intor- 
national  financial  action  must  be  determined  on  in  order 
to  save  the  situation. 


Notes  on  Trade. 

[II  liiie  every  care  i.s  exercised  to  ensure  the  accuracy  of 
any  explanatory  articles  or  iiotes  relatincj  to  Acts,  Iteguhi- 
tions,  Orders,  etc.,  published  in  the  ^'Journal,”  it  must  lx 
understood  that  such  explanations  are  neccs.sarily  in  tin 
nature  of  summaries,  and  cannot  he  ({uoted  as  outhoritativ 
legal  interpretations  of  the  text  of  the  documents  ihein- 
sclvcs.'] 

BRITISH  PUBLICITY  AND  ADVERTISING  IN 
SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Among  the  many  ami  various  questions  on  whicli 
H.M.  Senior  Trade  (’ommissioner  in  South  Africa  is 
consulted  both  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  in 
South  Africa  is  advertising  policy.  When  it  appears 
clear  that  this  course  it  not  being  adopted  to  avoid 
paying  fees  to  an  expert  whose  particular  business  this 
is,  Mr.  Wickham  is  very  ready  to  give  such  advice  as 
he  can  on  general  lines  and  to  ])oint  out  particular 
dangers  and  pitfalls.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  great  difficulty 
to  anyone  studying  local  trade  to  have  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  class  of  ymhlic  reached  by  particular  adver- 
tii=lng  media,  or  to  indicate  the  yiarticular  class  of  buyer 
who  should  be  aimed  at  in  advertising. 

Advertising,  in  his  opinion,  is  not  a  matter  for  simple 
advice;  it  is  not  one  which  can  be  dealt  Avith  in  a  short 
memorandum  in  such  a  way  that  a  manufacturer  can 
turn  to  it  and  find  out  whether  he  should  advertise 
in  the  South  African  market,  how  much  he  should  spend 
and  what  media  he  should  use. 

Mr.  Wickham  lays  particular  stress  on  two  points, 
the  first  is  that  if  goods  need  advertising  in  order  to 
obtain  sales,  then  the  manufacturer  must  see  to  it  that 
they  are  advertised.  It  is  useless  to  hark  back  to  the 
out-of-date  theory  that  this  is  the  business  of  merchants 
or  agents.  Many  merchants  do  not  care  whose  goods 
they  sell.  -They  will  always  give  preference  to  those 
which  sell  most  readily,  and  these  are  generally  those- 
which  are  most  freely  advertised.  It  is  the  manu¬ 
facturer  who  profits  most  by  the  sale  of  his  oxvn  goods; 
it  is  he  who  knows  their  intrinsic  value  and  their  selling 
points;  and  in  any  case  if  the  manufacturer  will  only 
realise  that  advertising  must  be  done  by  someone,  and 
that  it  is  he  who  loses  most  if  it  is  not  done,  he  will 
then  probably  realise  that  it  is  better  to  undertake  it 
himself,  supervise  it,  and  see  that  it  is  done  properly, 
than  to  leave  it  to  chance  or  expect  someone  else  to  do 
it  for  no  better  reason  than  that  he  has  never  done 
it  before. 

In  Mr.  Wickham’s  opinion  the  cost  of  advertising, 
whoever  pavs  it  in  the  first  instance,  is  in  the  end  partly 
borne  by  the  consumer.  If  distribution  is  properly 
organised  and  goods  are  properly  put  before  the  con¬ 
sumer,  it  is  the  ultimate  cost  to  the  consumer  and 
not  the  f.o.b.  or  the  ex-factory  cost  on  which  the  demand 
and  the  turnover  depend.  Manufacturers  still  often 
talk  as  though  hv  refusing  to  pay  for  advertisements 
themselves  and  by  quoting  packing  as  an  extra  they 
are  really  effecting  a  reduction  in  cost  and  producing 
an  attractive  economy,  even  though  their  goods  have 
to  be  packed  before  they  can  he  exported  and  advertised 
before  they  can  find  a  market. 

The  second  point  is  that  the  outlay  on  advertising 
should  never  be  based  on  existing  sales,  but  on  potential 
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sales.  Advertising  to  produce  future  sales  is  in  the  ' 
nature  of  capital  expenditure.  To  keep  the  cost  of 
advertising  strictly  within  the  bounds  of  what  the  exist¬ 
ing  turnover  will  bear,  to  expect  to  pay  for  it  out  of  ! 
the  profits  on  present  sales,  is  to  miss  the  whole  point 
and  aim  of  advertising.  Plstimate  the  value  and  profits  ; 
of  the  turnover  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  secured  in  i 
that  market  and  then  calculate  on  that  basis  what  out-  j 
lay  on  advcilising  can  be  afforded.  It  will  not  Infre-  j 
quenlly  involve  spending  more  for  a  year  or  two  on  j 
advertising  than  the  gross  value  of  turnover  in  that  j 
market.  ! 

A  subsidiary  piece  of  a<l\ice  in  the  South  .\frican  | 
market  is  to  stress  genuine  selling  points,  such  as  ' 
(pialitv,  durabilitA-  and  suitability  for  that  market,  and  | 
not  to  expect  to  sell  goods  merely  by  harping  on  the  j 
fact  that  they  are  r>ritish  made  I 


PAN-AMERICAN  CONFERENCE.  j 

The  following  eighteen  recommendations  were  | 
adopted  by  the  Second  .\merican  Conference  for  tlu‘  j 
(  xtt'iision  of  trade  between  the  Fnite^l  States  and  Latin  | 

.\merica  at  the  session  wliieii  closed  the  Congress  on  j 

27th  January': —  j 

1.  Tliat  the  name  of  tlie  International  High  Commission  i 
)»e  ehanged  to  “The  1  titer-.Vmerican  High  Commission.”  j 

2.  That  tlie  report  of  the  Transportation  Committee  be  i 

transmitted  to  the  Cnited  State.s  Sliipping  Ifoard  for  con-  | 

sideration  and  action,  and  tliat  the  recommendations  deal-  i 

ing  with  th<‘  railroad  transportation,  postal  and  telegrajdi  ; 

facilities  he  simt  to  the  Int(  r-.\merican  Higli  Commission 
lor  action.  ! 

3.  Tliat  tiie  legislatimi  of  certain  Stat<‘s  of  this  country 
la*  .so  modified  as  to  jiermit  operation  of  branches  of  Tjatin- 
.\merican  banks  within  their  jurisdiction. 

4.  Tliat  tlie  1  nter-.\merican  High  Commission  study  the  | 

jKissibility  of  .securing  uniformity  and  ecpiality  of  treatment  ; 
in  laws  regulating  foreign  corporations  in  Tiatin  .\meriea.  ! 

o.  That  there  be  developed  an  increase  of  acceptances  for  ^ 
the  ]Mir]Kvse  of  finamiai  transactions  involving  import  and 
exiKirt  of  goo<ls.  | 

(j.  That  the  Inter-.Vnserican  Hiith  Commission  be  asked  to 
further  the  establishment  of  an  International  Cfold  Fund.  . 

7.  That  the  Tnter-.\merican  High  Commission  bring  to  | 

the  notice  of  the  .\nierican  (Jovernments  the  desirability  of  | 
adopting  a  uniform  law  on  tlie  subject  of  cheques.  ! 

8.  That  the  Inter- .Vmerican  High  Commission  be  asked  to 

.study  the  be.st  method  of  avoiding  simultaneous  double 
taxation  of  individuals  and  corporations  in  T.atin-.Vmerican 
countries.  , 

{).  That  the  .Vmerican  countries  whiili  have  not  done  so  j 
ratifv  the  convention  adopted  bv  the  International  .Vmerican 
Ckingress  at  lluenos  .Vires  in  1010  for  the  establishment  of 
an  International  Hureau  at  Ha\ana  for  the  registration  of 
trade  marks. 

10.  'I’liat  the  American  conntrii's  whidi  have  not  done  .so 

ratifv  the  convention  adopte*!  at  Huenos  .Vires  in  1010  con-  i 
cerninc  patents  and  coiivriglits.  ! 

11.  That  till'  VVebb  I, aw  be  aniendi'd  to  jicmiit  .Vmerican  ' 

comiiaiiies  imjKirting  or  dealing  in  raw  mat<  rials  produced  | 
abroad  to  form,  under  nroper  Govi'rnment  regulations.  j 

organisations  enabling  such  companies  to  compete  on  terms 

of  equality  with  companies  of  other  countries  assof  iated  for 
the  conduct  of  such  business.  { 

12.  That  the  commenial  attache  system  be  extended, 
with  a|)pro]iriate  training  for  all  branches  of  the  foreign  I 
service,  as  a  means  of  developing  commercial  relations. 

13.  That  a  simultaneous  census  be  taken  bv  all  .Vmerican 

countries  at  least  every  ten  years,  observing  uniformity  of 
statistics.  I 

14.  That  the  metric  svstem  of  weights  ajul  measures  be 

utdversallv  emnloved  and.  until  smh  time  as  that  is  done,  j 
articles  marked  bv  the  standa»‘ds  nsed  in  the  T'nited  States  • 
also  bo  marked  according  to  the  metric  svstem.  j 

lo.  That  the  ]*lan  of  arbitration  of  comiurrcial  disputes 
in  effect  l)etwe<'n  the  Holsa  de  Ci)iumerci(*  of  Hiienos  .Vires, 
and  the  f'hamber  of  Commerce  of  the  I'nit<'d  States,  be  • 
adonted  bv  all  the  .Vmerican  countries. 

10  That  the  Inter-.Vmerican  H'ub  Commission  be  asked  | 
to  study  the  creation  of  an  Intrr-.Vme'ion?i  tribunal  for  the  | 

adiustment  of  questions  of  a  commercial  or  fifinncial  juature  • 

involving  two  nr  more  .Vmerican  countries  and  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  such  ouestione  bv  lau-  .and  eonitv.  I 

17.  That  the  importation  of  raw  niaterials  info  any  ! 
country  shall  not  be  |>revcnted  by  nroliibitive  duties.  | 
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l.S.  That  the  banking  intere-t.s  of  the  I'nited  States  studv 
the  possiltility  of  finamiai  relief  of  Kurope  by  repaying 
batin-.Vmerii-au  obligations  held  in  Europe  by  means  of  nw 
loans  granted  in  the  I’nited  States  to  the  respective  Latin. 
.Vmerican  countries. 

COMMERCIAL  ATTACHE  5ERMCE  FOR 
VENEZUELA. 


Veiiei'uela  lias  decided  to  ap})oiiit  overseas  trade 
ofticers  to  study  the  trend  of  trade  and  to  help  in  its 
development  in  the  interests  of  the  Kepnblic.  A  Ilecree 
puhlishetl  in  the  “  Gaeeta  Ufieial  ”  (Caracas)  of  loth 
Jaiuiarv  provides  for  the  establishment  of  Commercial 
Agents  who  will  act  as  Attaches  to  the  Venezuclaji  f 
liegations  or  groups  of  Legations,  to  be  specified  in  due  I 
course.  These  officials  will  he  charged  with  the  study  I 
of  general  trade  eonditions  in  the  countries  to  which  ■ 
they  are  aeereditc  <1  and  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  : 
further  commercial  relations  between  thc/se  countries 
and  Venez.uela.  The  new  Attaches  will  cs]iecially  report 
to  the  Vcnezuelaii  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  on  local 
affairs  in  general,  imports,  exports,  industries,  rair 
materials  employed,  wage.',  hdumr,  trade  ass<K*i!)tions 
and  unions,  public  finaiu-c,  etc. 


COLOGNE  AS  AN  OVERSEAS  MARKET. 

Before  the  ratification  of  the  Peace  Treaty,  the 
German  North  Sea  harbours,  Hamburg  and  Premen, 
as  a  consequence  of  their  favourable  tariffs,  were  in  a 
position  to  acquire  the  oversea  traffic  of  Western. 
Southern  and  part  of  Central  Germany,  allhough  Potter- 
dam  and  Antwerp  were  more  taAOurahly  situated.  But 
the  enforcement  of  the  Peace  Treaty  will  make  thh  f 
impossible  in  future.  No  preferential  tariff  is  to  be  I 
given  to  these  German  harbours  as  oppos'.^d  to  non-  f 
German  harboui's.  It  is  therefore  anticipated  that  Ham-  I 
burg  and  Bremen  will  lose  some  of  their  ))re-war  traffic  i 
in  favour  of  Bntterdam  and  Antwerp.  .Vlthougli  this 
may  entail  considerable  loss  to  Hamburg,  yet  she  Mill 
be  probably  more  than  compensatryl  for  this  loss  h\  the 
opening  of  trade  with  Czecho-Slovakia.  '  i 

Intimately  connected  w  ith  the  question  of  over.^a  ! 
traffic  is  that  of  the  sab*  of  imjxvrted  goods,  since  [ 
business  can  usually  oidy  l)e  conducted  after  thdr  |. 
arrival.  Buring  the  recent  visit  of  Prussian  Ministers  | 
to  Bhincland  it  was  suggested  that  sueh  a  ir.arket  shniilj  | 

Im'  estahli'-ihed  at  Cologne.  'I  he  German  Iniperial  I 
Governmenl  and  the  Pi  iissian  Government  were  urged  |  ’ 

to  d<s  their  iitmsot  to  bring  about  the  establishment  of  |l  1 
this  market.  Colc^ne's  j/osition  is  consi<lered  as  most  j  * 
favourable  lor  this,  and  (»ne  speaker  summed  up  his 
\  lew  s  in  the  following  terms: —  ;  i 

Tli(‘  tow  11  oi  Cologne  fi-oin  times  immemorial  lias  had  the  ^ 
best  (oiitiections  w  itli  the  western  eountrii's,  Rotterdam  and 
.Vntwerp.  .Vnotlier  |H»int  in  its  favour  is  tliat  it  is  the  j  ] 
terniiniis  ot  tin*,  Hhine-.'s<-a  trafhe.  Tlu>re  is  an  additional 
point  to  b<‘  (  onsideri'd ;  tlie  tow  n  of  Cologiu'  w  ill  bo  occupied 
by  tlie  Englisli  for  tlie  ne'xt  five  years.  It  is  of  the  iitniofl 
iniportance.  laitli  eommereiallv  ami  nationally,  that  normal 
eonimeroial  relations  should  be  re-established  w  ith  England 
There  is  uo  need  to  point  out  that  the  English  busines.*  niai 
will  be  more  inclined  to  do  business  lu-re  in  Cologne  rather 
than  in  towns  not  under  Rritisli  military  oeenpation.  There¬ 
fore  it  is  of  national  urgency  to  ensure  the  establishment 
of  a  Herman  oversea  market,  and.  wlion  all  factors  are  taken 
into  conside'ration.  no  tow  n  is  more*  favourablv  situated  thnn 
Cologne.  We  Imve  tried  for  mnntlis  to  make  this  possibility 
a  reality. 

Some  time  ago  several  articles  aiijic-ared  in  the  papers* 
the  |)ositi<in  of  Hamburg  eom|)ared  to  that  of  Cologne, 
am  of  opinion  that  there  sboiibl  be  no  ill-feeling  between 
the  two  towns.  The  jx'ojib-  of  Hamburg  w  ill  have  to  aoeept 
the  Treaty  of  Pc'aee  like  evei-ybodv  else,  and  they  will  have 
to  agree  to  give*  np  a  portion  of  tlieir  trade  to  the  West- 
tln'r<*fore  Aveleome  the  great  Hamburg  import  and  ex|'er' 
finns  should  tbev  come  and  establish  tbeiiiselves  here,  iff 
they  will  bring  with  them  both  eorineetions  and  expdrienff 
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Exhibitions  and  Fairs. 


JSRITISH  INDUSTRIES  FAIRS. 

On  .Moiulay,  exhibitions  in  connection  with  the  fifth 
Ih'itisli  Industries  Fair  Mere  opened  siinnltaneonsly 
at  the  Crystal  Palace  and  in  Bimiingham  and  OlasgoM-. 

At  tlie  Crystal  Palace  Fail*  cntlei-y,  silver  and  electro¬ 
plate,  jcMellen-,  cloc-ks  and  Matches,  glassMaio, 
china,  earthenMare,  paper,  stationery,  printing, 
fiUicv  leatlier  goo<ls,  brushes,  toys,  sports  goods, 
scientific  instruments,  optical  and  photographic  goorls, 
drugs  iUid  druggists'  sundries,  musical  instru¬ 
ments,  furniture,  and  art  needlcMork  recpiisities  com¬ 
prise  the  bulk  of  tlie  classes  of  goods  shoMii.  At 
Bimiingham  are  disjdayed  machineiw,  metahvare, 
harcRvare  gixnls  and  household  utensils,  largely  the 
products  of  the  Midlands.  At  (flasgoM-  the  Fair  is  for 
the  display  of  clothing  and  general  textiles,  foo<lstuffs 
and  chemicals.  Thus  the  three  exhibitions  fonn  one 
fair,  M’ith  the  advantage  that  the  juospective  buyer, 
after  a  brief  study  of  their  individual  characteristic.s, 
can  readily  judge  at  Mhich  his  requirements  are  likely 
best  to  be  met. 

At  the  Crystal  Palace,  the  largest  exhibition  building 
in  the  M  orhi,  the  stalls  of  exhibitors  extend  for  a  length 
of  five  miles  and  cover  tm  area  of  tuenty  acres. 

Admission  is  restricted  to  business  men,  to  150,000 
of  M-hom  the  Board  of  Trade  has  sent  out  invitations. 
The  Fair  has  been  M’ell  attended  from  the  opening, 
not  only  by  British  trade  buyers  but  by  overseas  repre¬ 
sentatives,  including  buyers  from  South  .\frica,  Netlier- 
land  East  Indies,  the  United  States,  Finland,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  Esthonian  Government,  as  M-ell  as  from 
European  allied  and  neutral  countries. 

Their  Majesties  the  King  and  Queen,  with  Princess 
Mary,  attended  the  Fair  on  Tuesday,  M-hen  they  Mere 
received  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Auckland  C.  Geddes 
(President  "of  the  Board  of  Trade),  Sir  Ilamar  Green¬ 
wood  (Parliament  Secretary  of  the  Dejiartment  of  Over¬ 
seas  Trade)  and  Sir  W.  H.  Clark  (Comptroller-General) 
who  accomjianied  the  Royal  party  throughout  their 
tour  of  the  Fair. 

In  the  afternoon  Sir  Auckland  Geddes  delivered  the 
first  of  a  series  of  addresses  to  be  given  by  lending 
public  men  in  connection  Mith  the  Fair. 

Sir  Auckland  Geddes  outlined  the  objects  of  the 
Fair  and  announced  that  four  travelling  exhibitions  of 
British  goods  are  to  he  established  for  the  Overseas 
Dominions,  the  Far  East,  the  United  States  and  South 
.\nierica.  In  addition,  the  opening  of  shoMTooms  on 
the  Continent  and  elseMhere  for  the  display  of  British 
productions  Mas,  he  stated,  under  consideration  by  the 
Government. 


Next  Meek  Lord  Burnham  and  Sir  Hamar  GreenM  Ood 
will  continue  the  series  of  addresses  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  resfiectively. 


A  Committee  of  Exhibitors  has  been  formed  at  the 
Fair,  M'ho.se  function  is  to  advise  the  Department  of 
0versfa.s  Trade  on  matters  relating  to  future  Fairs. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  various  industries  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  Fair  should  be  entitled  to  one  or  more  repre¬ 
sentatives  on  the  Commitee  according  to  the  number 
of  their  exhibitors,  the  proportion  of  representation  to 
be  as  folloM  s:  One  I’epresentative  to  every  group  having 
more  than  25  exhibitors,  tMO  representatives  to  a  group 
having  more  than  100  exhibitors,  and  a  third  represen¬ 
tative  to  a  group  having  more  than  250  exhibitors. 
On  the  above  basis  the  representation  on  the  Com¬ 
mittee  noM'  elected  is  as  folloM's : — 


Brushes  .  j 

China  and  earthenware  .  1 

Drugs  and  druggists’  sundries  .  1 

Fancy  goods  otlier  tlian  leather  .  2 

Glassware  .  1 

Jewellery,  watches,  clocks  and  hard  haberdashery...  1 

leather  and  leather  goods  .  1 

Musical  in.struments  and  furniture  (knockdown)  ...  1 

Photoeraphic,  scientific  and  optical  instruments .  1 

Printing  .  1 

Publishing  .  1 
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Silver,  electro-plate  and  cutlery  .  I 

Stationery  .  2 

Toys  and  sjiorts  goods  .  3 


Particulars  of  business  done  and  the  number  of 
buyers  visiting  the  Fair  Mill  be  given  later.  The  F’air 
remains  open  until  6th  March. 


EXFIIBITION  OF  .MOTOR  TRACTORS  IN 
BELGIUM. 

H.M.  Commercial  Secretary  at  Brussels  states  that 
an  exhibition  of  inctor  tractors  has  been  initiated  by 
the  Belgian  Minister  for  the  Colonies.  Subscriptions 
must  reach  the  Agricultural  DepiU'tment  of  the  Ministry 
for  the  Colonies,  7  rue  Theresieime,  Brussels,  before 
15th  March,  1920.  A  sum  of  33,000  francs  Mill  he 
j  aM'arded  to  those  of  the  tractors  that  best  fulfil  the 
I  conditions  of  the  competition.  All  must  be  driven  by 
either  palm  or  crude  oil. 


AGRICULTURAL  EXHIBITION  AT 
ROVIGO. 

A  national  industrial  agilcultural  exhibition  will 
shortly  be  held  at  Rovigo  organised  by  the  Milan 
syndicate  for  enlarging  the  agricultural  industry.  The 
exhibition  Mill  include  all  branches  of  agriculture  and 
the  industries  connected  Mutli  it. 

The  offictM;  of  the  exhibition  are  at  the  Milan  and 
Rovigo  Chambers  of  Commerce. 


FORTHCOMING  FAIRS. 


UNITED  KINGDOM. 

British  I.ndustries  Fair — 

February  23rd  to  March  5th.  Crystal  Palace,  and  Bir¬ 
mingham  and  Glasgow.  Secretary,  British  Iiidu.stries 
Fair,  Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old  Queen 
Street,  S.W.l.  , 

^loTOR  Bo.at  .and  Marine  and  Stationary  Engines  Exhibition — 
Alarch  12th-20th.  at  Olympia.  ^lotor  Manufacturers  and 
Traders,  Ltd.,  83,  Pall  Mall,  S  W.l. 

IxiNDON  Fair  and  Market — 

March  16th  26th.  at  Boyal  Agricultural  Hall.  Inter¬ 
national  Trade  Exhibit  ions.  Ltd.,  Broad  Street  House, 
E.C.2. 

Building  Trades  Exhibition — 

April  lst-30th,  at  Olympia. 

Drapery  Exhibition — 

April  12th-23rd.  at  Boyal  Agricultural  Hall.  Intei national 
Trade  Exhibitions,  Ltd  ,  31.  Queen  Victoria  Street, 
E.C.2. 


Business  Exhibition — 

May  4th-15tb.  Boyal  Agricultural  Hall.  Address  :  36  38 
Whitefriars  Street,  E.C.4.  ’ 

Photographic  Fair — 

April  16th-24th,  at  Horticultural  Hall,  Westminster. 
-Organising  Secretary,  Sicilian  House,  Southampton  Bow, 
W’.C.l. 


Canadian  Products  Exhibition — 

June  3rd-17th,  at  Agricultural  Hall,  Islington.  Address 
to  43,  Essex  Street,  Strand,  W.C.2 


Aero  Exhibition — 

July  lst-24th,  at  Olympia. 
S.W.l. 


Address  to  83,  Pall  Mall. 


Empire  Timber  Exhibition — 

July  5th  17th.  at  Holland  Park  Skating  Bink.  Organised 
by  Board  of  Trade. 

Clothing,  Etc.,  Exhibition — 

July  5th-16th.  at  Royal  Agricultural  Hall,  International 
Trade  Exhibitions,  Ltd.,  Broad  Street  House,  Old  Broad 
Street,  E.C.2. 

Health  Exhibition — 

.July  19th-.-\ugust  5th,  at  Bingley  Hall.  Birmingham. 
Organised  by  Boyal  Sanitary  Institute,  90,  Buckingham 
Palace  Road,  S.W.l.  Entries  by  June  26th. 

Bakers’,  Confectioners’,  and  Allied  Traders’  Exhibition — 
September  4th-10th.  at  Boyal  Agricultural  Hall.  Trades, 
Markets  and  Exhibitions,  Ltd.,  31,  Queen  Victoria 
Street,  E.C.4. 


The  Machine  Tool  and  Engineering  Exhibition — 

September  4th-25th.  at  Olympia.  The  Machine  Tool 
Trade  Association,  Incorporated.  Applications  by  Julv 
31st  to  Secretary,  Queen  Anne’s  Chambers,  Tothill 
Street,  W’estminster,  S.Wl. 
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fiROCtRS’,  1’HOVISION  DeALKRS'  &  Al-l.lEl)  1rai>!,u.s  Kxhiutjon 

September  18th-24th,  at  Iloyal  Aniiculluial  Hall,  iiades. 
.Markets  and  ExhibitiuiiN  Ltd.,  31,  liJueen  \  ictona 
Street,  E.C.4. 

.Motor  Exhibition —  , ,  ^  .  i 

October  7th-27th,  at  Olympia,  .Motor  .daimfacturers  and 

Traders,  Ltd. 


OVERSEAS. 


Utrecht  Industries  E.air —  ,  ^  ■ 

Fourth  annual,  February  23rd  to  ilarch  6ili.  Oeneial 
Secretariat,  Jaabeurs,  Administratiegeb<ju\v,  Vredenbuig, 
Utrecht. 


Hav.ana  Aeronautic  Exhibition— 

February  21st-March  1st.  (See  “Buard  of 
nal,”  January  29th.) 

Sao  Paulo  Fancy  Goods  Exhibition — 

Anglo- Brazilian.  January  1st  .March  1st. 
of  Trade  Journal,”  January  8lh.) 


Trade  Jonr- 


(See  “  Ihiard 


Leipzig  Fair—  -n  e  •  i 

General  Samples.  February  29th-March  6th.  rcchnical 

Exhibition,  March  14th  20lh. 

Lyons  Fair —  . 

March  lst-15th.  A  special  building  Exhibition  will  be 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Spring  Fair.  British  .\gent  : 
.M.  A.  Rousset,  69,  Wood  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Lucerne  Third  Internationai  Fur  Fair — 

.March  23rd-27th. 

Paris  Industrial  .\rt  Salon— 

March  to  July.  Provi.sional  Office  :  1,  Rue  de  H eider, 
Paris  (9e). 

Tokio  Overseas  Expansion  Exhibition — 

March  15th  to  June  7th. 

.Milan  Fair — 

Allied  and  Xeulral.  Industrial  and  .Vgricultural^  Pair, 
April  12th.  Sixty  stands  reserved  for  British  Exhibi¬ 
tors.  Agents  for*  British  Empire,  British  Italian  Cor¬ 
poration,  Ltd.,  12,  Xichoias  Lane,  E  C. 4. 

Brus-i.ls  Commercial  Fair  — 

.April  4th2]st.  Open  to  allied  and  neutral  countries. 
•Applications  by  February  28th,  to  Comite  Diiectiur  de  la 
Foire  Commerciale.  Granil  Place,  Brussels.  (See  “Board 
of  Trade  .Journal,”  December  11th.) 

Basle  Sample  Fair — 

•April  15th-29th,  at  Basle.  For  Swiss  gooils  only. 
XoRWEGiAN  Industries  Fair — 

Christiania,  Spring. 
iJRESLAU  Exhibition — 

•April  26th-May  1st.  -\ppl.v  to  Breslauer  .Messe- 
Gesselschaft,  Breslau,  Ohlauer  Strasse  87. 


Bandoeng  F.air — 

.May,  1920.  (See  “Board  of  Trade  .TouitkiI.”  Dei  ember 
18th.) 

B ARC  I  LONA  International  Fair— 

.May  15th  30th.  •Ap[)lications  to  La  Diieccion  General  de 
la  Feria  de  Barcelona,  Fernando  50.  Barcelona,  by 
•January  15th.  .Al.so  an  Jnternational  Business  Organisa 
lion  Exhibition  (otlice  furniture,  appliances,  etc)  at 
Palaccio  de  Bellas  .Artes,  Barcelona,  in  October. 

Venice  .Art  Exhibition — 

TAAelfth  Exhibition  of  Iiitt rnational  Art,  .April  15th  to 
October  31st  by  municipality  at  the  Exhibition  Palace. 
Exhibits  to  be  received  by  March  10th.  .Address  : — 

Utficio  di  Segretaria  dell  Espi.'zione  (Miinicipio),  Venice. 
l.iLLE  International  Exhibition — 

.May -October.  Organised  by  Corporation. 
i’ADC.A  Sample  Fair — 

June,  1920.  .Applications  to  la  Camera  di  Coinmutio 
di  Padova. 

Bordeau.x  Trade  Fair — 

Fourth  .Annual  Fair,  June  5th  20ih. 


SuNDSvALL  F.air — 

June  21st  27th. 

Helsingfors  Trade  Fair — 

.June  27th-July  btli.  Apply  to  “P’lu hindets  L'r  Jnhemskt 
.Arhite.”  (See  “  Board  of  Trade  -lournal,”  January 
29th.) 

Ostersund  Exhibition — 

.July  2nd.  (See  “Board  of  Trade  Journal.”  February  5lh.) 
Geneva.  Saaiss  Watch  and  .Jeavellery  F.air-- 

July  11th  25th,  at  Geneva.  .A  Xational  Fair. 

Lausanne.  .Alimentary  and  .Aoriculture — 

September  llth-26th,  1920. 

Antwerp  Colonial  Exhibition — 

To  be  run  in  conjunction  with  the  Olympic  Games. 
i\jpenhaoen  .Automobile  Exhibition — 

Early  this  year.  Organised  by  the  Association  of 
.Automobile  Merchants  of  Penmaik.  (See  “  Board  of 
Trade  Journal,”  January  Sth.) 

SPRING  Fairs — 

Will  be  held  in  J.ansanne  and  J.uceine.  Switzt  i  land ; 
Valencia,  Spain  ;  Frederica,  Denmark,  and  Metz. 

-umvir  Fairs — 

•Are  anticipated  at  Malmo  (Sweden),  AnfAVtrp.  Quebec, 
and  T.ibau. 
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.ATSTRALLA. 


RIVER  -MURRAY  DEVELOPMENT  I 
SCHE-MES.  j 

The  President  of  the  Rii’er  Murray  Commissiofa,  in  a  r 
recent  lecture,  dealt  with  the  extensive  engineering  opera-  ^ 
tions  and  irrigation  schemes  and  settlements  in  the  riparian  ^ 
States.  t 

According  to  the  “Bulletin”  of  the  Adelaide  Intelligenca  | 
and  Tourist  Bureau  he  stated  that  the  great  national  work 
connected  with  the  River  -Murray  would  occupy  a  consider¬ 
able  time,  but  it  was  a  colossal  undertaking.  The  object  of 
the  River  Murray  AA'aters  agreement  between  the  States  of 
South  -Australia,  Victoria,  and  New  South  AVales,  was  to  ^ 
sc'ciire  tho  full  utilisation  of  this  great  stream  and  to  provide 
for  both  irrigation  and  navigation ;  the  latter  justifying  the 
,  ('ommonwcalth’s  entry  into  the  arena.  The  agreement  pro-  ■ 
A  ided  for  the  construction  of  a  storage  basin  in  the  l^per 
AJiirray.  another  at  Lake  Victoria,  and  the  construction  of 
2fj  locks  in  the  Murray,  with  nine  in  the  Murrumbidgee  in 
^  -Xew  South  AVaJps.  The  total  o.stimatcd  cost  of  the  work 
Avas  €4,003,000,  the  Commonwealth  to  provide  £1,000, 000 
and  the  three  contracting  States— South  -Au.stralia,  Victoria 
and  Xeir  South  Wales— £1 ,220,000  each.  The  Commksion 
^  had  already  authorised  works  to  cost  about  £2,000,000.  The 
I  basin  of  the  River  AJurray  covered  414,2.)3  square  milen, 

1  aliout  one-seventh  of  the  Continent  of  -Australia,  or  an  area 
equal  to  double  that  of  France,  or  tliroe  time.s  that  of  Japan. 

South  -Vustram.a’s  Part. 

Referring  particularly  to  South  .Australia’s  part  in  putting 
to  use  the  waters  of  the  great  river,  the  President  said  th« 
length  of  the  stream  in  South  .Australia  evas  470  miles,  and 
the  water  wliieh  could  he  made  available  to  this  State  would  f 
equal  522,000  acre-feet.  The  products  of  the  settlements  I 
Avere  principally  dried  fruits,  currants,  sultanas,  and  loxias,  | 
nnd  at  Renmark  the  area  planted  ivns  5,500  acres,  the  | 
annual  output  being  from  £140,000  to  £L5'1,000  net  ralne.  | 


QUEENSL.VND  LUMBER  RESOURCES. 

In  liis  -Annual  Report  the  Director  of  Forests  in  Queens- 
iind  states  that  the  State  produces  one-fourth  of  the 
.Australian  timber  output,  or  one-eighth  of  the  total  -Anj- 
tralian  consumption,  and  has,  for  tlie  present,  at  all  evente, 

I  a  surplus  for  e.vport. 

Practically  tho  whole  of  this  surplus  goes  to  the  big 
industrial  eentres  in  the  southern  States,  and  enters  into 
eomimtition  w  ith  foreign  woods,  chiefly  from  Xcw  Zealand 
and  the  United  States  of  -America,  although  Japan,  Russia, 
Canada,  and  Sweden  are  also  in  the  field. 

-Xew  Zealand  in  1913  exported  to  Au.stralia  64,489,000 
«u|)erfieial  fee  t  of  pine  wcxmIs.  In  that  year  tho  Qiieondand  p 
output  of  soft  woods  was  98,620,000  superficial  feet.  In  j 
1916-17  the  total  imports  into  the  Commonwealth  had  fallen  ]' 
from  373,108,000  to  196, 604, 000  superficial  feet,  but  tha  1 
-Xew  Zealand  contribution  had  been  ‘inerea.sed  to  j 
«l.•>57,0(X)  superficial  feet,  under  the  stimulus  of  an  urgent  |  , 

.  ileniand  at  high  prices,  fn  the  same  year  the  Queensland  I 

I  ontiiiit  fell  off  by  28,000,000  snperficiai  feet.  |  ^ 

The  Report  stales  that  it  is  .a  fact  that  the  25,060.000 
superficial  feet  of  timber  annually  required  hv  the  Australian 
dairying  industry  for  butter  boxes  must  come  chiefly  from 
Queensland,  and  also  the  several  million  feet  of  pine  used 
in  tlie  hwal  manufacture  of  matches. 

The  financial  portion  of  the  Repent  shows  an  increase  of 
to. 28 1  in  the  forest  receipts,  and  a  surplus  of  £49.604  for  ii 
the  year.  Forest  sere  lee  revenue  for  1918  totalled  £71.985;  tl 

refunds  of  guarantee  deposits  and  exee.ss  pa\'ments  made  on  » 

i  revious  sale.  Iiowever,  totalled  £504.  leaving  a  gross  f( 
^  r«  venue  of  £71,481.  Flven  in  1918,  it  is  added,  Qiirens- 

land’.s  forest  income  was  the  liighest  of  nnv  of  the  Austra-  p 
'■  lian  81tatc*s.  tl 

Tlie  cHsbur«pmoiits  for  1918  totalled  £21,877,  as  against  tl 
C  13.930  in  1917,  ami  were  distrihnted  nearly  eoually  he-  tl 
(we.ni  overhead  expenses  and  the  eapitalkation  of  improve- 
I  ments.  With  regard  to  the  timber  cut,  the  Report  states  that 
I  the  grand  total  of  the  forest  service  timber  cut  in  1918  was 
!6  "*)7  374,  and  the  eomhined  private  and  forest  service  log 
cut  179.402.000,  as  against  166.9.57.000  superficial  feet  for 
1917.  Jt  was  made  up  as  follows :  —  Pine,  107.152.000 ;  hard- 
A\oods  and  other  timbers,  71.8.55,000;  eeclar,  395,000,  i 


Fi:bru.ary  26,  1920, 


FEiiiirARY  26,  1920. 
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AUSTRALIA  (Tasmania). 

PEOPOSED  SEWING-MACHINE  FACTORY. 

Cheap  hydro-electric  power,  stable  industrial  conditions, 
and  an  ideal  climate  give  Tasmania  a  big  advantage  in 
the  matter  of  establishing  new  industries,  and  several  im¬ 
portant  enterprises  are  assured  in  the  near  future. 

The  latest  proi>osition  is  to  establish  a  factory  for  the 
manufacture  of  sewing-machines  for  the  rec^uirements  of 
Australasia,  and  a  company  is  now  being  formed.  The 
capital  is  to  be  £'50,000  in  £1  shares,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  amount  has  already  been  subscribed  by  several  of 
f  the  leading  business  men  of  Hobart. 

f  It  is  proposed  to  manufacture  n;achines  of  the  drophead 

I  seven-drawer  Singer  type  and  several  other  types.  The 
annual  importation  into  Australia  of  sewing  machines  is 
between  40,000  and  50,000,  and  the  proposal  is  to  establish 
a  factory  capable  of  producing  about  20,000  machines  a 
year. 


CAXAU.A. 


1  DEVELOPMENT  OF  FISHERIES. 

•  A  preliminary  report  on  the  fisheries  of  Canada  for  the 
t  vear  191S  has  just  been  issued.  The  total  value  of  the 
'  catch  of  the  sea  fisheries  in  1918  to  fishermen  at  the  point 
:  of  landing  aggregated  32,741,998  dols.,  in  comparison  with 
I  29,373,022  dols.  in  1917. 

*  The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  commercial  fish 
i  landed  was  as  follows  :  — 


i 

Cwt. 

Dols. 

1  Salmon  . 

1,529,925 

9, .378, 018 

i  Cod  . 

2,206,6(;6 

7,867,670  l 

:  Halibut  . 

207,139 

3,131,651 

:  Herring  . 

1,764.223 

2,295,611 

}  Lobsters  . 

264,096 

2,123,406 

!  Haddock  . 

554,366 

1,851,137 

^  Sardines  . 

295,770 

1,479.050 

1  Mackerel  . 

196,779 

1,354,400 

F  The  value  of  the  catch  by 

trovinces  was 

as  follows: —  j 

Dols. 

1  British  Columbia  — 

13,632,828 

Nova  Scotia  . 

10,759,974 

i  New  Brunswick  . 

4,241,773 

Prince  Edward  Island 

822,241  1 

I  Quebec  . 

1  Canned  Fish. 

3,285,182 

'  The  total  pack  amounted 

to  2,107,462 

eases,  valued  at 

18,683,759  dols.,  made  up  as 

follows :  — 

Cases. 

Dols. 

i  Salmon  . 

1,633,849 

14,067,249 

;  Ivobsters  . 

107,812 

2,244,690 

1  Sardines  . 

177,193 

1,227,988 

j  Herring  . 

73,ot;o 

421 ,399 

i  Pilchards  . 

63, -693 

336,225 

;  Haddock  . 

28,360 

227,107 

Clams  and  quahaugs... 

16,809 

101,990 

Miscellaneous  . 

6,686 

57,111 

Canneries. 


i  There  were  939  factories  and  canneries  in  operation  in 
[  1918,  as  compared  with  982  in  1917,  resulting  from  the  tem- 

porarj’  closing  of  some  of  the  lobster  establishments. 


BRITISH  WEST  INDIES. 


TRADE  OF  BARBADOS. 

No  trade  returns  for  Barbados  have  as  yet  been  published 
in  Barbados  for  1918,  or  1919,  but  through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Comptroller  the  Canadian  Commissioner  has  been 
allowed  to  see  and  make  extracts  from  the  Customs  report 
for  1918,  which  is  still  in  manuscript. 

The  total  trade  of  1918  was  higher  in  value  than  in  any 
previous  year.  The  imports  have  more  than  doubled  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  the  exports  increased  about 
threefold.  The  following  comparative  statement  will  show 
these  increases :  — 


[i 

Imports. 

£ 

Exports. 

£ 

Total  trade. 
£ 

1913  ... 

.  1 .353,059 

856,618 

2,219,677 

'1 

1914  ... 

.  1  ,.300,073 

915,099 

2.215,172 

P 

1915  .... 

.  1.270,154 

1,181.986 

2.452,140 

1 

1916  .... 

.  1,851 ,054 

2,207,257 

4,058,311 

] 

1917  .... 

.  2,285,272 

2,190.114 

4,475,392 

i 

1918  .... 

.  2,986,006 

2.480,646 

5,466,652 

Imports  fro.m  Canada  .and  the  United  States. 


In  the  year  under  review  the  value  of  the  imports  from 
the  United  States  and  Canada  was  £1,529,032,  having 
increased  £955,278  since  1913.  Though  this  is  a  very  large 
increase  in  value,  there  are  many  instances  where  quantities 
are  given  in  the  returns  in  which  it  is  seen  that  really  less 
goods  were  actually  imiiorted  than  in  1913.  This  is  the  case 
with  cheese,  salt  fish,  flour,  oats,  sulphate  of  ammonia,  beef 
(salt),  white  pine,  spruce,  pitch-pine,  and  shingles.  The 
quantity  of  flour  was  less  by  15,541  bags  and  fish  by  3,551 
quintals.  Oats  were  less  by  one  and-a-half  million  pounds, 
and  there  was  only  about  half  the  ordinary  imjK>rt  of  white 
pine,  spruce,  pitch-pine  and  shingles.  During  the  five  years 
from  1914  the  imports  from  Canada  increased  from  £174,785 
to  £489,783,  and  from  the  United  States  from  £346,185  to 
£l,U4iJ,o49. 

Ihe  lollowing  table  gives  some  details  of  the  importations 
from  the  United  States:  — 


Articles. 


Animals,  mules  . 

Apparel  . 

Boots,  shoes  and  slippers 

Butter  . 

Cattle  food,  oilmeal 

Coa  I  . 

Cheese  . 

Fish,  saltt'd  . 

Grain  and  flour,  pollard 

Cornmeal  . 

Flour  . 

Oats  . 


■  lb. 
,1b. 


tons. 

....lb. 


.bags. 

bags. 

....lb. 


Machinery  . 

Manure,  sulphate  of  ammonia.... 

Meat,  beef  . lb. 

^leat,  pork  . lb. 

Medicine  and  drugs  . 

Oleomargarine  . lb. 

Paper  . 

Wood,  white  pine,  spruce  . 

Wood,  pitch  ])ine  . 

Staves  and  shooks  . 

Vegetables,  fresh  . 


United  States. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

232 

8,120 

— 

13,833 

— 

23,418 

90,677 

11,344 

3,770,549 

31,421 

67,426 

202,280 

2,264 

170 

990 

2,475 

825,845 

5,161 

21 ,956 

21,956 

17,899 

49,222 

721,252 

5,409 

— 

26,926 

— 

3,161 

342,220 

28.519 

1,075,594 

107,559 

— 

8,144 

576,590 

28,829 

— 

11,409 

— 

148 

— 

26,056 

— 

48,845 

— 

2,366 

Total  value  of  imports 


1,040,049 


Dry  Goods  Trade. 

The  quantity  of  dry  goods  imported  was  about  up  to  the 
usual  average,  in  spite  of  difficulties  in  getting  orders 
executed  and  also  of  transportation.  Goods  in  all  lines 
arrived  in  fairly  opportune  time.  After  the  year  had  well 
set  in  it  became  clear  that  the  only  country  from  which  dry 
goods  could  be  obtained  was  the  United  States.  Cotton 
goods  of  all  kinds — ribbons,  dress  materials,  fancy  goods, 
hosiery,  shirts,  haberdashery — were  inn>orted  from  that 
country.  The  only  remaining  goods  imported  from 
the  United  Kingdom  were  woollen  suitings,  carpets, 
druggets,  and  a  few  others.  Very  little  of  this 
business  was  done  with  Canada.  In  order  to 
obtain  sufficient  stock,  merchants  ordered  much  above 
requirements,  with  the  result  that  when  only  half  the  orders 
were  executed  they  proved  equal  to  the  demand.  The  high 
prices  ruling  in  general  through  the  dry  goods  trade  affected 
Barbados  more  than  some  of  the  larger  and  richer  coun¬ 
tries,  and  yet  the  demand  for  these  goods  kept  up  unusually 
through  the  year.  Shortages  of  goods  occurred  in  special 
Jines — gloves,  sewing  cotton,  woqllen  underwear,  metalware. 
In  value,  however,  the  year’s  turnover  was  above  the 
average,  though  the  total  quantity  of  goods  disposed  of  may 
have  been  le.ss.  It  is  stated  at  present  that  merchants  are 
holding  back  their  orders,  hoping  for  a  decline  in  ruling 
prices. 

Grocery  Trade  Notes. 

Stocks  in  the  grocery  trade  were  fairly  well  kept  up,  though 
many  difficulties  were  experienced.  Hardly  any  lines  were 
imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  as  before  the  war. 
and  these  special  lines  were  replaced  by  similar 
lines  from  the  United .  States  and  Canada,  mostly 
from  the  the  United  States.  The  stock  of  flour  and 
fish  at  times  ran  very  low,  but  on  the  whole  thert> 
was  sufficient  for  local  consumption  and  a  small  re-export. 
There  were  times  during  the  year  when  butter,  cheese,  flour 
and  fancy  biscuits  ran  very  low,  as  also  ham  and  bacon. 
The  quarititv  of  goods  imported  in  the  grocery  trade  was 
rather  less  than  formerly,  though  values  in  the  statistics 
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EUROPE. 


ESTHONIA. 


havo  iiirroast'd.  At  the  heginiiiiig  of  tlie  })resent  vor  lliero 
was  a  marked  improvement,  and  stocks  seemed  to  lx-  in  full 
supply. 

t'oM  MISSION  HorsKs. 

Some  of  tlie  large  exiMirting  linns  in  llie  I’niled  States 
supply  the  grocery  trade  of  liarhados  with  catalogues,  giving 
conipic-te  detailc'd  information  and  prices.  In  this  respect 
.Vnierican  goods  are  better  advertised  than  Canadian.  Some 
Canadian  linns  exporting  grocery  lines  are  now  advising 
their  customers  in  the  West  Indies  that  they  have  no  goods 
for  export,  so  the  cpn-stion  of  price  lists  is  not  raised  at  the 
moment.  I'Ut  whcm  goods  are  a\:iilahic‘  from  C'anada,  the 
want  of  price  lists  is  .severely  felt.  It  may  hc'  safely  statcnl 
that  West  Indian  lirnis  would  prefer  to  Iniy  in  Canada,  if 
<in  ecpial  terms,  hut  the  large  wholesale  houses  in  New  York 
carrying  gocxls  for  c'xport  have  made*  it  much  easier  to  tradi* 
with  New  York.  This  could  In'  to  a  gremt  extent  overe.ime 
were  the  visits  of  (’anadian  rc'inescnialives  in  the  grocery 
trade  more  frequent  to  these  islands. 

[XoTK. — The  alcove  comments,  whilst  written  to  stir  up 
t'anadian  linns.  <an  he  advantageously  noted  hy  T'nited 
Kingdom  houses.] 

Exports. 

The  value  of  the  c'xports  in  HMS  excc'edc'd  that  of  the 
previous  year  hy  £280, od2,  making  a  total  of  £2.4SO.()41i. 
which  was  the  highe.st  figure  yet  reached.  There*  was  an 
increase  in  the  value  of  articles  «*xported,  other  than  jerev 
duce  of  the  colony,  of  L‘277,S(;0:  in  the  minor  products  of 
£271.106;  and  although  the  sugar  cioj)  was  smaller  than  in 
1917,  the  higher  price  of  sugar,  molasses  and  rum  gave  a 
greater  return  in  this  industry  also. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  dc'stination  of  the 
exports  of  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  the  colony  for 


1918  and  the  previou.s  year 

; _ 

1917. 

1918. 

Countries. 

£ 

£ 

United  Kingdom  . 

.  .509,803 

,391.101 

.  S(il.901 

8.50.419 

.  105.263 

174.n8(i 

.  82,636 

137,780 

Total  . 

.  1 .623.651 

1 .636.323 

Si  gar  axd 

Moi.asses  Croi*. 

Tn  the  five  years  from  1914  the  quantity  of  sugar  and 
molasses  exported — the  molasses  being  includc'cl  in  terms  of 
sugar — was  3r>7,f)B0  tons,  an  annual  average  of  over  Ol.OOf) 
tons,  which  was  much  alcove  the  pre-cyar  average.  .\s  the 
sugar  was  marketcnl  at  an  unusually  high  figure,  the  island 
has  enjoyed  verv  jcrospencus  times — the  most  prosperous  per¬ 
haps  in  its  hist  eery.  Of  the  large  quantity  exported.  219.497 
tons  were  ship|)ed  to  Canada — alcccut  three-quarters  of  the 
whole.  The  value  of  the  exi>ort  of  these  staples  for  the  five 
years  was  £0.178.930,  and  the  Canadian  .share  was  £4,007.381. 
In  1918  the  value  of  sugar  and  molasses  exicorted  was 
£1,562,849,  and  though  the  crop  was  much  less  than  in  the 
two  previous  years,  the  value  was  nearly  the  same. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  qttantity  and  value 
of  thec^*  two  staples  for  1917  and  1918:  — 

1917.  IflS- 


Suaor.  dark  crystals 

. tons 

Qn.antity. 

34.40;i 

Value. 

O'lantitv 
21. 4, SO 

Value. 

£•140.340 

..  white  crystals 

. 

Q 

eon 

200 

7.2.‘i; 

..  yellow  crystals 

T- 

X'.O 

7, ISO 

240 

4.SU 

Sluscoyado  . 

. 

17.190 

.VO.990 

11.197 

2.3.5. 04' 

Molasses,  choice  . 

. gal. 

eifi7.170 

112  S7.T 

1.2S.T96S 

101. .59:: 

fancy  . 

6.004.410 

3S.S.2.'i7 

9.11.1.614 

7.59.-IOS 

..  vaciiiini  pan. 

ri.71.'. 

2S6.727 

EG’^  FT. 

IMPORT  TR.VTlE  COMPETITTOX. 

(From  n.M.  Comnif trial  Affcnf.) 

C.VIRO. 


:  COMMERCTAL  AND  IXDrsTRlAL  OUTLOOK.  ^ 

(Froi)i  U.M.  Avfituj  Conxul-Geupral.)  1 

Rev.ai,.  II 

Heval,  the  chief  port  of  Esthonia,  w  as,  generallv  .speaking  I 
a  transit  port  iK'fore  the  war.  It  was  also  the  winter  port  I 
feer  all  Petreegrad  trade.  *  ! 

Its  exports  wen*  largely  grain  and  oats,  principallv  from  ^ 
the  \’olga  clistrict.  hut  also  from  Siberia.  The  imports  ' 
wi>r<‘  cccal  Irom  the  I  nited  Kingdom  and  cotton  from  ' 
-Vnierica,  via  Hamburg  or  .Vntwer]).  the  latter  in  transit  for 
the  textile  districts  in  :ind  around  ^loscow. 

Timber  was  not  ex|C(crtc*d  frccni  Reval  to  any  extent,  this 
being  mostly  .shipped  freem  Xarva  and  Pernau,  where  there 
j  were*  large  small  mills.  A  fair  amount  of  flax,  however, 
j  w-as  exported  frccni  Reval  and  Pernau.  The  flax  came  from  : 

'  Ksthonia  (as  it  then  was],  from  P.skoff,  and  from  the  ‘ 

fbevernment  of  Xovgorod.  Tn  those  days  most  of  the  large 
flax  buyers  had  their  agents  in  Reval. 

Efkkct  ok  Gkrman'  Tx\  a.siox. 

Upcen  the  (Jermans  ap]croaching  Riga  many  factories 
b.'gan  to  evac  uate  their  machinery  to  Russia,  with  the  result 
that  hardly  a  single  factory  has  a  complete  plant.  In  most 
cases  where  a  jeart  of  the  machinery  ivas  left,  it  is  useless 
withccut  tin*  other  part,  which  is  now  lying  in  Sccvict  Russia 
During  the  time  of  the  German  occupation  machines  and 
parts  wc're  sent  into  Germany,  so  that  in  1918,  when  the 
first  Esthonian  Government  was  formed,  it  was  faced  with 
j  the  task  of  driving  the  Bolsheviks  out  rtf  the  country,  and 
re-establishing  the  industries  practically  on  a  new  ba.us. 

The  State  coffers  were  empty,  and  credit  was  unobtainaWe. 

.8tatk  Moxopoi.y  of  Fi.ax  axd  Timbkr. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Government  took  the  onlr 
course*  o]cen  to  it,  namely,  to  monopoli.se  the  only  available 
exports — flax  and  timber.  .Vs  sccon  as  a  shipment  was  sold 
the  money  obtaiiu'd  was  spent  tcc  cover  a  hundred  ni'ods, 
princi]cally  tlncse  of  the  army. 

.\t  jeresent  there  is  very  little  timber  available  for  export 
owing  to  the  fact  that,  during  the  logging  sea.son  of  last 
year  the  Bolsheviks  held  practically  all  the  districts  where 
timber  was  available  for  cutting.  Tn  the  autnnen  of  thin 
year  there  should,  however.  Ice  considerable  quantities  readr 
feer  ex|)ort.  as  the  begging  seass’en  is  in  full  swine,  and  the 
Government  has  sent  out  labourers  into  the  forests. 

Great  difficultv  w  ill  be  experienced  in  the  export  of  thk 
timlw*!*  owing  tcc  the  railways  being  in  a  noor  st.otp  of 
repair,  the  rolling  stewk  scarce,  and  engines  few.  Tn  addi¬ 
tion.  there  is  the  universal  scarcitv  of  tonnage  and  the  fev 
facilities  offered  by  Reval  for  loading  cargoes.  The  port  b 
small  and  there  are  no  quayside  cranes. 

Tf  the  felling  of  timber  is  .systematicallv  carried  on  thpr* 
should  be  no  shortage  during  the  next  ten  years  and  gnod 
prices  should  be  obfainable. 

Fi.ax  axd  thf  Pfasaxt  Grower. 

There  is  still  a  considerable  amount  of  flax  in  the  roiintrr 
which  the  jeeasant  is  withholding  from  sale  to  the  Govern-  ' 

ment  for  two  reas<cns.  First,  that  the  Government  price  of 
1.800  marks  per  lK*rkowitz  (10  poods]  is  considered  far  too  ! 

small,  and  the  peasant  wants  a  larger  share  of  the  prolih 
obtiincd  by  the  Government  in  selling  abroad.  Second.  i 

that  if  the  peasant  sold  bis  flax  there  is  nothing  hc  ran  bur* 
with  the  money  that  he  requires.  Tt  might  also  be  added  1 

that  the  iceasants  are  by  no  means  in  want  of  money.  Tbev  j 

are  boarding  sums  in  all  the  various  currencies  from  Crar  f 

roubles  to  Ost  marks.  f 

Shortage  of  Merch  vxdtse.  * 

There  is  a  shortage  of  everything  in  the  country  except 
food.  Tt  is  impossible  even  to  build  bouses,  as  no  window 


Commercial  relations  between  Germany  and  Egypt  seem 
to  progress  daily.  The  commodities  which  are  .shortly  ex¬ 
pected  comprise  ironmongery,  household  articles,  colours 
(dvesl.  and  especially  glassware.  Heavv  payments  are  being 
effected  by  the  merchants  in  .Vlexandria. 

The  despatch  of  these  goods  will  be  made  by  way  of 
Trieste.  Tt  has  been  noticed  that  German  manufacturers 
do  not  seem  inclined  to  supply  pharmaceutical  jirnducts  in 
s[»ite  of  having  received  considerable  orders  for  them. 

Relations  with  Ttalv  and  .Vmerica  are  gaining  a  foothold, 
but  those  with  ranee  do  not  seem  to  have  revived.  Tt  ba« 
a*«o  b'^en  observed  that  huge  orders  have  recently  been 
placed  with  .Japan. 


glass,  fittings,  locks,  or  nails  are  obtainable. 

Xeed  of  .VGRirriTi  RAi.  .Mactiixerv. 

The  need  for  agricultural  machines  is  verv  great,  and  tbe 
peasant  will  prove  a  ready  buyer.  He  is,  however,  not 
inclined  to  be  nursed  by  his  Government.  There  is  » 
scheme  in  existence  whereby  the  Government  provides  fw 
tbe  import  of  agricultural  maebinery  to  re-sell  to  the 
peasant,  but  tbe  peasant  prefers  to  choose  bis  own 
and  to  do  bis  own  buying.  There  scerns  to  be  a  likelihood 
of  tbe  Government  relinquishing  the  flax  monopoly.  8” 
should  this  lie  so,  it  is  certain  that  the  firm  offering  the 
most  varied  stock  will  obtain  tbe  largest  amount  of  fl« 
for  export.  The  release  of  both  flax  and  timber  from 
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Gdveriiniont  monopoly  dopomls  largely,  however,  upon  the 
pro.'pects  of  obtaining  a  loan  abroad. 

l*OT.\TOES  .\\D  PoT.VTO  Si’IKIT. 

A  certain  quantity  of  potatoes  Mas  exjM)rted  to  Finland 
during  191*d,  and,  at  the  present  time,  a  fair  quantity  of 
spirit  is  being  made  from  frozen  jKJtatoes  which  are  unfit 
for  food.  The  sjiirit  industry  in  Ksthonia  Mas  very  large 
Ix'tore  the  Mar.  Nearly  every  estate  possessed  its  distillery, 
and  from  the  Maste  large  numbers  of  pigs  Mere  fattened. 
If  this  industrv  Mere  revived  it  Mould  soon  provide  a 
valitalile  comnuKlity  for  export. 


FUEL  IX  REL.VLTOX  TO  IXOFSTKY 

(From  the  .IctiiKj  Coiisut-trcnerol.) 

Rev.\l. 

\V(»iid  has  hitherto  been  used  almost  I'xclusively  as  fuel 
throughout  the  nhole  of  Ksthonia.  .\s  sufficient  Mood  Mas 
not  cut  during  the  past  year  to  cope  nith  this  Minter’s 
demand,  a  fuel  crisis  arose. 

Timber,  m  Inch  in  the  ordinary  M  ay  mouUI  be  available  for 
export,  is  iiom-  being  burnt  in  factories  and  in  private 
houses.  With  the  revival  of  industrial  activities  the  crisis 
will  iM'come  still  more  acute. 

Peat  .and  Oil  Shale  Possihimtie.s. 

On  account  of  the  fast-diminishing  forests  it  would  be 
di'as'trous  to  increase  felling.  The  only  possible  solution, 
therefore,  is  that  all  factories  and  private  houses  should 
adopt  jieat  or  oil  .shale  as  fuel.  llmvcver.  there  are 
enormous  peat  and  oil-shale  deposits  in  the  country. 

As  to  hoM-  far  the  oil  shale  is  suitable  as  fuel  for  intensive 
industrial  firing  it  is  at  present  impossible  to  state. 

It  is  not  suitable  to  existing  furnaces,  these  having  lieen 
de'igiH'd  for  coal  or  oil.  Oil  shale  requiri's  much  larger 
firebars.  There  is  also  30  to  40  per  cent.  more. ash  as  a 
result  of  its  use. 

Kiel  Consimption  inder  Active  (‘onuitions. 

Toward  the  end  of  1910,  and  at  the  commencement  of  1917. 
the  period  of  greatest  industrial  production,  th»'  Mhole  of 
the  undetrtakings  in  Ksthonia  consunn'd,  monthly,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  quantities  of  fuel:  — 

Poods.  'I’ons. 

.\nthracite  .  100. (MM  l  =  2.o8I 

Coal  .  72().00li  =  11.710 

Coke  .  80,000  =  1.290 

Naphtha  .  2o.00<)  =  40.3 

Peat  .  42,000  =  077 

AVood  .  o.lOO  cubic  fathoms. 

Ksti MATED  Coal  Demand. 

Coal  reduced  to  7,000  calories  Mould  amount  to  210,000 
toll'  |)er  unnum.  And,  if  the  evacuation  of  several  local 
'works,  the  absence  of  (lovernment  orders,  the  intriKluction 
of  the  eight-hour  day,  and  the  absence  of  overtime  are  all 
taken  into  account,  then  the  demand  for  coal  at  the  present 
moment  Mould  be  82,000  tons  per  annum. 

Calculated  Wood  Consi  .mptio.v. 

Wher^  it  is  at  all  jiossible  this  need  is  being  supplied  by 
burning  wood.  During  last  year  50,000  cubic  fathoms  of 
wood  Mere  consumed  by  large  industrial  concerns,  10,000 
cidiie  fathoms  by  smaller  firms.  (i0,0(X)  cubic  fathoms  by  the 
railnays,  and  a  further  250.000  cubic  fathoms  Mere  con¬ 
sumed  ill  heating  200, (XX)  dM  ellings  for  1,500,000  inhabitants. 
The  estimated  total  consumption  of  Mood  per  annum, 
according  to  this  calculation,  is  370,0(X)  cubic  fathoms. 

Out  of  this  Avood,  noAv  destined  for  the  fire,  there  could 
lie  provided  for  export  65,000  solid  cubic  fathoms  of  pit 
props,  and  KMMMMI  solid  cubic  fathoms  of  round  logs;  or 
f'o.fiOu  solid  cubic  fathoms  of  pit  props  and  70.000  solid  cubic 
fatlionis  of  deals,  Ixiards.  etc.  The  remaining  Maste  strips 
and  parings  could  be  n.sed,  as  formerlv.  for  fuel.  (A  solid 
cubic  fathom  equals  343  cubic  feet,  or  2T  standards.) 

Peat  Deposits. 

Turning  to  the  natural  substitute,  peat,  and  excluding 
that  part  of  Northern  Latvia  which  now  belongs  to  the 
E8honian  Republic,  it  is  found  that  Ksthonia  jmsse.sses 
240.0(10  dessiatines  of  peat  moors  (1  dessiatine =2-7  acrc^), 
or  a  total  of  648.000  acres.  The  depth  of  these  deposits 
varies  from  2  to  6  metres  (6A  to  194  feet).  A  ciihic  metre 
of  iieat  yields  150  kilogrammes  of  peat  fuel,  which  posses.ses 
at  least  2,700  calones. 

Supposing  the  average  depth  of  the  moors  to  he  only  64 
feet,  and  that  only  a  quarter  of  them  yield  a  .suitable  peat, 
then  the  total  output  Mould  amount  to  200.000.000  tons,  or 
the  equivalent  in  wood  of  50,000,000  cubic  fathoms,  and 
^"ffitient  to  cover  needs  for  200  years  at  the  jiresent  rate 
cf  consumption. 
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Capital  Required  for  E-xploitation. 

\  arious  projects  for  the  exploitation  of  these  peat  moors 
have  been  planned  during  the  last  few  years.  Amongst 
those  drawn  up  ivas  one  by  the  Manufacturers’  Association 
in  Reval,  providing  tor  the  erection  of  a  generating  station 
Avhicli  Mould  supply  the  Avhole  of  the  Reval  industrial  area 
Mitli  electrical  energy.  The  capacity  of  this  station  Avas 
to  ha\’e  been  15,(X)0  kiloivatts,  and  overhead  wires  were  to 
be  used  with  transformers  at  various  points.  This  project 
cannot  Ix'  carried  out  through  lack  of  funds,  as  the  Avliole 
of  the  machinery  and  plant  would  have  to  be  imported  from 
abroad,  and  this  would  retpiire  more  credit  than  is  at 
presA'iit  obtainable.  A  suitabk*  opportunity,  therefor?, 
presents  itself  for  the  investment  of  foreign  capital,  Mhich 
Avould  benefit  both  Ksthonian  and  foreign  investors  very 
considerably.  Conce.ssions  for  the  exploitation  of  peat  are 
easily  obtainable  from  the  Government  on  favourable  con- 
ilitions.  There  are  also  sufficiently  extensive  peat  moors  in 
priA’ate  hands  to  ivarrant  the  erection  of  large  generating 
'tations. 


POLAxND. 


SUGAR  REQUIREMENTS. 

(From  II. M.  Consul.) 

Wars  AAV. 

The  folloM'ing  facts  as  regards  the  Polish  Sugar  Industry 
M  ere  gii'en  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  “Neue  Lodzer  Zeitung”  : 

This  year’s  yield  is  expected  to  amount  to  1,5(X).0(X) 
zentner  (a  zentner  being  equivalent  to  1  CMt*),  made  up  of 
about  5()U,(XX)  zentner  from  Congress  Poland,  and  1,000, (MX) 
from  the  Duchy  of  Posen.  The  early  frost  and  the  .snoAv, 
hoM-ever.  hai'e  reduced  the  yield  by  about  50  per  cent.  On 
this  account  it  has  been  decided  to  imjxirt  5()0,(XX)  zentner 
from  abroad,  and  the  necessary  import  licences  Mill  be 
granted  to  the  various  municipalities  and  co-operative 
societies.  Private  refineries  Avill  also  be  granted  import 
licences  on  condition  that  a  part  of  their  subsequent  pro¬ 
duction  is  earmarked  for  export. 

In  order  to  assist  the  sugar  industry  the  price  of  beets 
next  season  will  be  increased  by  25  marks  per  zentner,  M'ith 
the  corresponding  increa.se  in  the  price  of  sugar. 


AFRICA. 


MOROCCO  fFrench  Zone). 


BONUS  FOR  USE  OF  TRACTORS  IN 
AGRICULTURE. 

(From  II. M.  .4f/c/it  und  Consul-General.) 

Tangier. 

By  an  Arrete  \'iziriel.  dated  20th  December,  1919,  a 
grant  of  a  bonus  is  provided  for  cultivating  land  by  the 
use  of  tractors.  It  is  to  be  for  the  present  season  only,  and 
jiayable  only  to  persons  not  receiving  any  other  subsidy. 

The  amount  of  the  bonus  is  50  frs.  per  hectare  cultivated 
by  tractor  in  excess  of  the  area  formerly  cultivated,  and  25 
frs.  per  hectare  for  the  rest  of  the  land  so  cultivated,  the 
object  being  to  encourage  farmers  to  bring  neM-  lands  under 
cultivation. 


TRIPOLI. 


PRE-WAR  IMPORTS  AND  PRESENT  TRADE 
OPENINGS. 

The  pre-war  imports  of  Tripoli  indicate  that  there  is  a 
l  onsiderable  market  in  the  country  for  British  goods.  The 
folloM-ing  information  may  consequently  be  useful  to  United 
K  iiigdom  merchants  :  — 

8ugar  and  Coffee. 

'^Ahout  tMo-thirds  of  the  sugar  imported  before  the  Mar 
consisted  of  crushed  sugar  sent. in  double  sacks  of  84  kilogs, 
in  vieM'  of  camel  transport.  Loaf  sugar  Mas  imported 
principally  from  Trieste  and  Marseilles.  - 

The  quality  of  coffee  most  commonly  consumed  Mas,  and 
is,  “Santos.”  The  quality  of  chocolate  most  in  demand 
came  from  Switzerland. 

Rice. 

The  .\rabs  prefer  No.  o  Rangoon  rice,  imported  from 
.Alexandria,  but  the  competition  of  Italian  small-grain  rice 
has  latterly  been  felt  to  an  increasing  extent.  The  importa¬ 
tion  of  rice  to  Tripoli  is  especially  considerable  in  years  of 
bad  harvest. 
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Matchks. 

Bolj^iuiii  had  formerly  tlic  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  niatilios 
iu  Tiiimli,  but  :?iiue  the  Italian  occupation  the  Italian 
factories  have  furnishc'd  matches  of  an  inferior  equality  at 
very  low  prices. 

Soap.  , 

The  very  ordinary  cjuality  of  soap  used  by  the  natives  for 
washing  linen  was  furnished  largely  by  two  small  factories 
in  Tripoli,  which  utilised  local  oil  for  its  manufacture.  The 
j>rinei|)al  sale  was  for  white  soap  in  hars  from  Marseilles, 
intended  for  laundry  use,  hut  employed  as  toilet  soap  by  the 
natives.  j 

Tixxeo  Fruits.  j 

Tinned  fruits  from  California,  in  transit'via  Genoa,  com-  ! 
peied  kt'cnly  with  tinned  fruits  of  Italian  origin.  : 

Imports  of  Cottox  Tiirkau.  | 

The  value  of  the  imports  of  cotton  thread  into  Lyhia  did  ! 
not  exceed,  before  the  war,  (;t>0,()00  francs  ])er  annum.  The 
coarse  cotton  thrc'ad  used  for  weaving  the  cloaks  of  the 
natives  is  twisted  water  thread,  manufactured  with  ■ 
American  cotton.  j 

.Sot  ift'E  OF  Cottox  Faiucics.  ^  1 

Before  the  war  the  total  imptutation  of  cotton  fabrics 
into  l.ybia  amounteil,  in  normal  times,  to  about  I 

francs.  j 

Most  of  the  cotton  fabrics  fame  from  Manchester.  The 
natives  consume  large  quantities  of  w  bite  fabrics  for  making  I 
shirts  and  drawers;  these  were  sent  from  TrijKili  into  the  i 
whole  of  the.  interior  of  the  Soudan.  The  goods  were  j 
usually  sold  against  draft  at  four  months,  or  cash  down  | 
w  ith  2  per  cent,  discount.  Coarse  cotton  tissues  came  from  j 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Italy.  I 

Dvkd  axo  PnixTKn  Tkxtii.es.  j 

Dyed  and  printed  textiles  came,  some  years  ago.  from  j 
the  United  Kingdom,  Germanv.  and  France.  Before  the  war  j 
a  mill  in  Lombardy  had  succeeded  in  producing  the  ordinary  j 
article  in  bright  and  fast  colours,  in  accordance  with  the  j 
tastes  of  the  native  population.  .\u  article  in  great  demand  ] 
was  tiannel  with  red  ground  or  varied  designs.  Before  the  j 
Italian  iKcupation  muslin  jirints  were  imported  exclusively  | 

from  Manchester,  Their  tissue  tvas  almost  like  that  of  a  j 

voile,  and  the  colours  very  fast.  These  muslins  were  in  I 
great  request  among  the  native  women.  The  chief  demand 
was  for  the  flowered  types  of  one  colour,  red,  lilac,  yellow 
and  blue  on  a  white  ground,  and  striped,  also  o»t  the  same 
ground.  Before  the  occupation,  printed  calicoes  and  shirt¬ 
ings  c.ame.  for  the  greater  part,  from  the  T’nited  Kingd<im. 
and  in  smaller  quantities  from  France.  From  the  United 
Kingdom  were  received  printed  calicoes  of  various  designs 
and  very  bright  colours  on  a  white  ground.  • 

Printed  handkerchiefs  were  imported  almost  exclusively  ' 
from  -Manchester,  and  had,  for  the  most  ])art,  a  red  ground  j 
with  pattern  in  bright  colours. 

Zephyrs  were  sent  from  Austria.  Belgium  and  Italy,  to 
the  annual  value  of  80,000  francs.  Bright  colours  on  a  dark 
ground  with  varied  patterns  are  preferred. 

T1  lo  dyed  fabrics  (cambric,  calico,  etc.)  came  largelv, 
before  the  Italian  occupation,  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
to  the  value  of  80,000  to  100.000  francs,  Avhile  the  imports 
from  other  countries  nnionntc*d  to  about  20.000  francs,  half 
of  which  came  frcun  Italy. 

WOOT.TEXS. 

Pure  and  mixecl  woollen  materials  were  imported  from 
Germany,  usually  in  transit  via  Trieste.  Cashmere  came 
from  Germany,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Italv,  while 
Switzerland  .sent  printed  woollen  mu.slins.  Belgium  and 
France  sold  mixed  tissties  in  all  shades. 

PACivixr.  OF  Tevtii.es. 

IV hen  packing  tissues  in  bales  the  pieces  were  wrapped  iit 
thick  paper  covered  with  waterproof  cloth.  This  packing 
was  covered  with  sacking.  The  bale  was  pressed  to  dimini.sh  ' 
its  volume  and  hooped  Avith  iron.  The  pieces  of  prints 
wrapped  in  waterproof  cloth  were  sent  in  cases.  j 

Import.s  of  Leather.  •  i 

The  imports  of  leathers  and  skins  were  not  comsiderable, 
seeing  that  the  native  population  extensively  used  skins 
coming  from  the  Soudan,  Avhich  were  prepared  bj-  the  local 
tanneries.  '  ' 

Sole  leather  was  imported  from  Italv,  Belgium,  Germanv, 
.Vustria-Hungary,  and  France.  Black  hox-calf  leather  came  ' 
from  France,  and  also,  in  half-pieces,  from  Austria.  Coloured  ■ 
box-calf  came  from  Germany,  and  saddlery  leather  from  ' 
Italy  and  Austria.  j 

Metal  Wares,  j 

Articles  in  enamelled  iron,  such  as  saucepans,  coffee-pot';, 
and  teapots,  were  imported  almost  exclusiAclv  from  Ger¬ 
many.  Ironmongery  articles,  such  as  screws,  lo^ks.  padlocks, 
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knives,  and  A'arious  instruments,  such  as  shovels,  hammers 
and  saws,  etc.,  came  for  the  most  part  from  Germany. 

Paints  came  mostly  from  Germany.  Clays  for  making 
paints  were  imported  from  Belgium  and  Italy. 


ASIA. 


CHINA  (Manchuria). 


MUKDEN  AS  A  MARKET  FOR  FURS,  I 
HIDES  AND  SKINS.  I 

Before  the  war,  furs,  skins,  hides,  and  other  products  of  r 
stock  farms  iu  the  Far  East  and  Eastern  Mongolia  were  I 
shipped  to  Euroi>e  via  Harbin  by  the  Siberian  Railway,  3 
whereas  those  produced  at  Hi,  Hsinkiang,  and  Outer  Moo'  I 
golia  were  brought  to  Tientsin  by  way  of  Kalgan.  But  since  I 
the  great  upheaval  in  Russia  and  the  clogging  of  the  I 
Siberian  line,  the  production  so  far  as  Eastern  .Mongolia,  I 
Siberia,  and  North  Manchurian  regions  are  concerned,  has  * 
come  to  he  shipped  to  .Mukden,  thence  to  he  distributed  in  = 
various  directions,  w  ith  the  result  that  merchants  now  come  I 
from  Tientsin  and  Harbin  to  make  purchases  at  Mukden. 

It  is  said  that  the  amount  of  trade  during  last  year 
aggregated  over  yen  ;3<\.0f>i),00n,  the  details  of  which  are:-.  i 


Quantitv. 

V’alue. 

Articles. 

Pieces. 

Aen. 

Slieep  skins  . 

20,000 

60,000 

Horse  hides  . . 

100,000 

800,000 

Furs,  Martin  . 

2,000 

14,000 

.,  Fox  . 

.  300, OCX) 

750,000 

,,  Badger  . 

.  300,000 

390,000 

Wild  Cat  . 

1,000,0(X) 

2,000,000 

Squirred  . 

1,000, (XX) 

1,500,000 

Turbakaii  . 

50,000 

75,000 

Hare  . 

20,000 

30,000 

Cat  . 

20,000 

12, (XX) 

Dos  . 

50,000 

100,000 

Bristles  . 

.  - 

6,000,000 

Horse  tail  . 

— 

2,000,000 

Other  skins,  wool,  etc.  .. 

— 

10,(XX),000 

JAPAN. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  1919. 

{From  II. M.  Commercial  Secretarij.) 

Yokouajia. 

The  following  is  not  intended  as  a  critical  analysis  of 
Japan’s  foreign  trade  for  1919;  it  is  merely  a  foreword  ■ 

based  on  the  scanty  information  at  present  available,  f 

According  to  a  summary  of  the  Foreign  Trade  of  Japan  1 
in  1919,  published  by  the  Department  of  Finance,  the  total 
trade  of  Japan  proper  was  yen  4,168,487,000  up  to  2oth 
December :  exjmrts  you  2,042,258,000,  and  imjwrts  yen 
2,126,229.(X)0,  showing  an  unfavourable  balance  of 
yon  83,971.000.  This  is  the  first  adverse  balance  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  great  war. 

Exports  register  an  increase  of  over  yen  80,1)00,000  on  the 
figures  for  1918.  Imports  have  advanced  yen  458,000,000. 

The  exports  and  im])orts  of  bullion  are  given  as  yen  5,054,000  | 

and  yen  285,1 47, (H)0  respectively.  This  considerable  import  | 
has  practically  all  come  from  the  U.S..V.  within  the  last  | 
month.  The  movement  of  gold  last  year  Avas,  of  course.  | 
small  owing  to  embargoes  in  the  chief  markets  of  the  world.  | 

Trade  was  dull  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  owing  [ 
to  the  general  uncertainty  which  reigned  after  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  hostilities,  but  showed  renewed  activity  after  the 
Peace  Treaty  was  signed.  Another  noticeable  feature  of 
the  year’s  trade  has  been  the  Chinese  hovcott  which  started 
in  May  as  a  result  of  the  Shantung  deliberations  of  the 
Peace  Conference,  fell  off  in  Septemher  from  eronomic 
causes,  and  recrudesced  in  Noveml»or  owing  to  the  Fuehow 
incident. 

E.xports. 

Shipments  to  the  United  States  of  .Vinerica  and  to  China 
have  increased  considerably  in  spite  of  the  “boycott”  in 
the  latter  country,  but  exports  to  Etjrope,  .Australia,  Sonth 
.Africa,  and  South  .America,  British  India,  Dutch  Eost 
Indies,  Tndo-China,  Siam,  the  Straits,  Tlonfrkon",  and  the 
Philippine  Islands  have  fallen  away  materially.  This  means 
that  .Japan  has  not  realised  her  opportnnitv  and  consoli¬ 
dated  her  position  in  the  many  markets  which  were  tlirown  i 

open  to  her  manufacturers  by  EurojK'an  inability  fo  com-  ' 

pete  during  the  war.  She  was  obsessed  bv  tbe  desire  of  ] 

obtaining  nnick  and  exorbitant  profits,  and  paid  too  little  ' 

attention  to  tbe  quality  of  ber  output.  Had  she  adopted  1 

a  more  prudent  jmliev  sbe  would  probably  have  been  able  ) 


i'Liiiii  Ai:v  lio,  rj'JU. 
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to  uiaintain  her  position  in  such  markets  as  India,  Java, 
South  America,  and  tho  Pliilippine  Islands  for  many  years 
to  come. 

The  increase  in  exports  is  due  cliioily  to  tlic  shipment  of 
manufactured  g<x)ds;  foodstuffs,  raw  materials,  and  semi¬ 
manufactured  goods  have  fallen  auay.  Tho  considerable 
decrease  in  tho  shipment  of  foodstuffs  was  due  to  domestic 
>hortago  and  decreased  requirements  of  tho  Allied  belli¬ 
gerents  and  tho  Chinese  bo3cott.  China  is  normally  a  largo 
consumer  of  Japanese  provisions.  War  prosperity  in  tho 
U.S.A.  is  responsible  for  a  very  coii'iderablo  increase  in  tho 
export  of  raw  silk,  which  exceeded  jen  oOO, 000.000  by  the 
end  of  Xovember,  and  showed  an  increase  of  over 
yen  180,000,000  on  the  figures  for  1918.  Other  exports 
recording  any  material  advance  are  cotton  cloth,  habutre, 
matches,  cotton  underwear,  glass,  glassware,  porcelain,  j 
braid,  toys,  woollen  cloth. 

I.MPORT8. 

Raw  materials  are  responsible  for  most  of  the  increase, 
Ihcn  semi-manufactured  goods  and  foodstuffs.  .Manufactured 
■goods  show  the  small  advance  of  12  per  cent.  The  most 
striking  increases  are:  raw  cotton,  rice,  wheat,  beans, 
wheat  flour,  sugar,  condensed  milk  (in  spite  of  recmit  local 
expansion),  eggs,  salt,  tanning  materials,  printing  paper,  | 
packing  paper,  iron  ore,  copper  rails,  motor  cars  and  parts, 
electrical  machinery,  spinning  machinery,  fertilisers  (par¬ 
ticularly  bean-cake  and  sulphate  of  ammonia),  and  petro¬ 
leum. 

The  most  noticeable  decreases  are  in  hemp  and  jute, 
gunnio-i,  and  copra  (all  largely  due  to  tho  stoppage  of  war 
demands)  and  metals. 

Broadly  speaking,  it  may  be  stated  that  trade  with 
European  neutrals  has  increased  and  trade  with  the  allied 
belligerents  in  Europe  decreased.  The  reason  is  obvious.  j 
During  the  war,  operations  in  such  countries  as  Norway, 
^Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Holland  were  extremely  difficult  ; 
and  practically  cut  off ;  and  now  old  markets  have  been  re- 
■opened  and  former  connections  re-established.  Again,  while  i 
hostilities  were  in  progress  there  was  a  very  strong  demand  | 
from  England,  Erance,  and  Italy  for  foodstuffs  and  military  1 
supplies  of  a  direct  or  indirect  nature.  This  demand  rapidly  I 
decreased  after  the  signing  of  the  Armistice,  and  owing  to 
industrial  unrest,  shortage  of  supplies,  high  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction,  and  other  causes,  Europe  has  been  unable  to 
promote  a  healthy  output  of  manufactures  for  this  market. 

ruoscERiTv  Due  to  .\i(xormal  Co.vnmoxs.  , 

The  economic  situation  of  Japan  is  pregnant  with  possi¬ 
bilities  of  danger.  Much  has  been  said  and  written  about  ! 
the  unpreceilented  prosperity  of  this  country,  but  it  is  not  I 
clearly  recognised  that  practically  all  this  i)rcsperity  is  duo  ! 
to  abnormal  conditions  consequent  on  Japan’s  peculiar 
position  during  the  war.  The  spirit  of  the  nation  has  not 
undergone  any  radical  change  which  would  warrant  alarm 
ia  competitive  countries.  It  is  true  that  Jap)an  has  attained  ^ 
a  greater  measure  of  independence  and  that  her  industries 
have  showed  considerable  development ;  but  hitherto,  un¬ 
known  evils,  such  as  labour  unrest  and  a  fictitiously  high 
cost  of  living,  have  arisen  as  an  offset.  Added  to  this,  , 
there  is  a  growing  mania  for  speculation  and  company  pro¬ 
moting  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  needs  of  the  country ;  ; 

the  strong  and  rapid  inflation  of  the  currency  has  proved  an 
excessive  .stimulation.  Shareholders  arc  improvident  in  the  ' 
extreme,  and  manifest  a  fev’eri-:h  anxiety  to  obtain  reck¬ 
lessly  high  dividends  at  the  expense  of  sound  provision  for  i 
future  development.  j 

i 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

,  I 

GROWTH  OF  RUnOER  MANUFACTURES.  j 

Figures  compiled  by  tho  Rnbhcr  .\ssoeiatiim  of  America  ; 
■show  that  the  total  importation  of  crude  rubber  in  1919 
amounted  to  226,033  tons,  the  importations  during  December, 

1919,  being  24,fi7o  tons,  cr  more  than  double  the  amount 
brought  in  during  1918.  The  increases  are  dne  in  a  large  1 
measure  to  a  broad  general  demand  for  the  article. 

Rubber  is  the  only  important  raw  material  of  commerce 
whoso  price  declined  in  the  last  six  years,  llctween  1st 
December,  1913,  and  1st  December,  1919,  the  price  of  up¬ 
river  fine  para  rubber  in  New  York  fell  from  76^  cents  a  Ib. 
to  48}  cents,  and  during  tho  same  period  the  price  of 
plantution  hevea,  first  latex  crepe  rubber,  fell  from  58}  | 

*ents  to  54  cents  a  lb.,  this  decrease  taking  place  during  i 
the  period  of  generally  soaring  prices  and  in  spite  of  a  j 
areatly  increased  use  of  rubber,  the  fact  being  attributed  | 
Tiainly  t-o  the  greatly  increased  production.  ' 


IMPERIAL  AND  FOREIGN  TRADE -ionf/nueJ. 
Sources  of  Umports. 

'Ihe  follow  ing  table  gives  the  sources  of  raw  rubber  im¬ 
ported  into  the  LTiited  States  in  the  fiscal  vears  eudine  30th 
June,  1914  and  1919; —  '  “ 


Country. 

1914. 

1919. 

Brazil  . 

.  18,100 

20,718 

England  . 

9, .598 

(>ernianv  . 

.  3,149 

Ihlginm  . 

.  4,913 

British  East  Indies  . 

.  7,200 

121,482 

Dutch  East  Indio.s  . 

207 

17,<i20 

Other  countries  . 

.  3,805 

10,257 

Total  . 

.  -58,927 

]  79,675 

Re-exports  . 

.  1,673 

1,345 

Net  imports  . 

.  .57,2.54 

178,330 

E.xrorts  of  Rubber  AIanufactures. 

Exports  of  rubber  manufactures  from  the  United  States 
are  rei>orted  by  value  only,  and  the  following  table  >«liow3 
tlio  value  of  tho  various  classes  of  products  exported  in  the 
fiscal  3’ears  ending  30th  June,  1914  and  1919:  — 

Rind.  1914.  1919. 

Dols.  Dols. 

Belting,  hose  and  packing  .  2,372,887  5,716,016 

Roots  .  279,206  1,607,412 

•'^liocs  .  834,289  2,559,641 

-Vutoinobile  tyres  .  3,-505,267  22,630,200 

All  other  tyres  .  563,372  1,264,175 

Scrap  and  old  rubber  .  598,287  436.009 

Reclaimed  rubber  .  834,440  616,802 

Dtlirr  manufaetnros  of  rubber  .  3,453,472  9,026,333 

Total  .  12,441,220  43,8.56,588 

The  principal  export  in  1919  was  tyres,  although  a  largo 
number  were  sent  abroad  for  milit.sry  purposes  in  1918. 
From  1st  July  to  1st  November,  1913,  the  export-s  of  anto- 
mohile  tyres  amounted  to  5,135,411  dols.,  while  for  the 
eight  months  from  1st  November.  1918,  to  30th  .Tune,  1919, 
they  were  valued  at  17,594,789  dols. 

Tvres  ior  European  Neutrals. 

Sweden,  Denmark,  Norway  and  Spain,  which  were  affected 
by  the  strict  blockade  during  the  war  to  prevent  Germany 
or  her  allies  from  obtaining  rubber,  have  been  heavy  bnj'ers, 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  their  purchases  will  continue  at 
.''O  high  a  level.  The  United  States  looks  mainly  to  such 
countries  as  Canada,  Mexico,  Cuba.  South  America, 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  the  Philippine  Islands,  where 
the  number  of  automobiles  is  rapidly  increasing  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  extended  improvements  to  roads,  for  an 
increased  exportation  of  rubber  tyres,  but  more  especially 
to  those  countries  whose  own  manufacturing  organisation  is 
incomplete. 

Tyre  Production  as  a  Consumer  of  Cotton. 

The  manager  of  the  cott-on  and  fabric  division  of  the 
Goodyear  Tvre  and  Rubber  Company,  said  to  be  the  largest 
individual  buyer  of  cotton  fabrics  in  the  country'  (in  a 
volume  approaching  100,000,000  dols.  a  j’car),  is  quoted  as 
saying  that  the  production  of  tyres  in  the  United  States  in 
1920  should  approximate  40,000,000  to  equip  rather  more 
than  1,500,000  new  cars,  and  to  maintain  about  7,000,000 
now  running.  Tyres  now  contain  an  average  of  4  lb.  of 
cotton,  an  increase  from  the  former  average  of  3  ib.,  owing 
to  the  increased  number  of  pneumatic  truck  tyres.  With 
an  allowance  of  one-fifth  lb.  for  waste,  this  moans  a  tyro 
consumption  of  about  400,000  bales  of  cotton — nearly  4  per 
cent,  of  the  .Vmcrican  crop. 

LATIN  AMERICA. 

BRAZIL. 

FOREIGN  TRADE.  .TANUARY-SEPTEMBER, 
1919. 

Imports  into  Brazil  for  the  first  nine  months  of  last  year 
were  valued  at  £57,414.822.  compared  with  £38,018.877  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1918,  and  £51,757,203  In 
.Tamiary-September,  1913. 

Character  of  Imtorts. 

Towards  these  figures  live  stock  contributed  £419,472, 
against  £195,544  and  £216,875  in  the  periods  under  review; 
raw'  materials  and  articles  for  u«e  in  arts  and  industries, 

£  15,0.56. 7(X>,  against  £9,999,419  and  £11.072,48.5:  nianu- 
fact’nrod  articles,  £28,638,008,  against  £16,909,798  and 
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£29,175,074,  and  foodstuffs  and  fodder,  £13,300,633,  against 
£10,914,116  and  £11,262,769. 

Imports  of  Manuf.ictired  Articles. 

Tlie  value  of  iron  and  steel  gi>ods  innx>rted  in  January- 
September,  1919,  was  £5,230,524,  compart'd  with  £2,257,877 
and  £6,180,702  ia  the  respt'otive  corres[>onding  periods  of 
1918  and  1913.  Imports  of  machinery,  apparatus,  utensils, 
and  tools  were  valued  at  £4,977,046,  against  £2,571,497  and 
£5,533,033;  those  of  cotton  goods  at  £2,939,712,  against 
£3,056,60^)  and  £3,006,782 ;  those  of  paper  and  articles 
manufactured  from  it  at  £2, •563, 204,  against  £1,260,976  and 
£1,132,260;  and  those  of  chemical  products,  drugs,  and 
pharmaceutical  specialities  at  £2,013,894,  against  £l,f)38,498 
and  £1,128,852. 

Volume  of  Exports. 

The  total  value  of  the  country’s  exports  in  the  first  nine 
months  of  1919  was  £94,049,978,  comparing  with  £42,359,185 
and  £42,486,509  respt'ctively  in  the  corresponding  periods 
of  1918  and  1913. 

Destination  of  Exports. 

Goods  to  the  value  of  £44,894,530  were  shipped  to  Europe, 
against  £15,768,684  and  £24,683, 29f»  in  January-September, 
1918  and  1913  respwtively.  Eraiice  took  merchandise  to  the 
value  of  £20,413,008,  again>t  £3,0<J8,93()  and  £4,193,617 ; 
the  United  Kingdom  £6,755,079,  against  £4,582,399  and 
£6,344,039;  Belgium  £3,757,707,  against  £l,a52,888  in 
Januarv-September,  1913;  Italy  £3,206,816,  against 
£5,766,‘777  and  £600,096  in  the  first’ nine  months  respectively 
of  1918  and  1913.  Exports  to  Sweden  increased  to 
£2,18;5,676  from  only  £13,927  in  the  corresponding  period  of 
1918;  they  were  valued  at  £1, -53]. 234  in  Jamiary-Septcniber, 
1916,  and  £389,484  in  the  same  months  of  1913. 

The  United  States  took  goods  valued  at  £39,462,173, 
against  £15,820,513  and  £13,796.635  respectively  in  the 
corresponding  periods  of  1918  and  1913;  shipments  to 
Uruguay  were  valued  at  £4,179,115,  against  £1,879,77.5  and 
£861, 19();  and  to  Argentina  £4,1'56,517,  against  £4,885,817 
and  £2,2.53,956. 


DOMINICAN  ?  REPl  BLIC. 


TRADE  STATISTICS  AND  PROSPECTS. 

{From  JF.M.  Charge  d' Affaires.) 

Santo  Domingo. 

\  grand  total  of  £1,079,703  from  all  Customs  sources 
during  1918  was  collected,  as  compared  with  £1,338,290 
collected  during  1917,  a  difference  of  £2.58, .586,  or  19-3  per 
cent.  Despite  this  large  decrease,  the  year  1918  takes 
second  place  in  the  record  of  Customs  collections  in  Santo 
Domingo. 

This  is  not  a  had  showing  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
Dominican  Republic,  which  since  Xovember,  1916,  has  been 
administered  by  a  military  government  of  the  United 
States,  was  decreed  by  the  War  Trade  Board  of  the  United 
•States  to  be  a  neutral,  and,  therefore,  placed  upon  the 
embargo  list  of  both  a.s  to  imjxirts  and  exjKirts.  Con¬ 
sequently,  until  that  policy  was  changed  owing  to  repeated 
protests  and  appeals  on  the  part  of  the  Government  and 
of  business  men,  licences  were  extremely  difficult,  if  not 
imjiossible,  to  secure,  and  the  Dominican  trade  suffered 
extensively. 

The  lack  of  tonnage  also  contributed  to  the  decrease  in 
collections.  Shipping  for  the  sugar  crop  was,  of  course,  pro¬ 
vided,  as  this  article  was  in  groat  demand,  but  the  cacao 
exporters,  whose  crop  is  the  second  in  value,  and  which  pays 
an  export  duty  of  5s.  per  100  kilograms,  had  to  conform  to 
the  restrictions  of  the  War  Trade  and  Shipping  Boards, 
which  is  indicated  in  the  decrease  that  that  product  shows 
of  4.876  tons,  as  compared  with  the  figures  of  1917. 

.\t  the  beginning  of  the  year  an  amendment  of  the  law 
of  Customs  and  ports  was  decreed,  at  the  request  of  the 
General  Ri'ceiver,  which  provided  that  Customs  duties  be 
paid  in  cash  instead  of  allowing  the  importer  10  to  .30  days 
according  to  the  amount  due  according  to  the  old  law, 
which  in  effect  had  permitted  the  merchant  to  conduct  his 
business  partlv  upon  credit  furnished  him  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  In  order  that  the  importer  micht  receive  his  goods 
without  delav  after  going  throush  the  Customs,  a  form 
of  )irovisional  pavments  was  established.  This  procedure 
has  worked  satisfactorilv.  and  the  Government  is  now 
drawing  interest  on  capital  that  was  formerly  available  for 
the  importers. 

Commercial  St.atistics. 

If  the  vear  1918  was  not  prosperous  from  a  Customs 
standpoint  for  the  Government,  it  was  nevertheless  not  a 
bad  year  for  the  planter  and  merchant,  for  although  in 
terms  of  tons  the  gross  trade  was  considerably  less,  and 
value  of  exjwuts  during  1918  was  exceeded  during  1917  by 
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£17,UUl,  yet  prices  of  agricultural  products  in  general  were 
much  higher.  The  total  value  of  imports  and  eximris  for 
the  year  was  £1U,636,3S1,  an  increase  of  £.551,905,  all  of 
which  and  more  is  included  in  the  total  value  of  imi>oru. 
Imports  for  the  years  1917  and  1918  were  valued  at  £4,395.4.53 
and  £.5,042,238  resjiectively,  while  exjiort  values  for  the  two 
years  were  £5,611,145  and  £5,594,143  respectively. 

Large  decreases  in  imports  were  marked  among  articles 
of  first  ne<t>ssity,  the  most  imiKutant  items  being:  — 

Tons  decrease. 


Wheat  Hour  .  3,188 

Biscuits  and  crackers  .  292 

Smoked  fish  .  327 

V'erniicelli  .  ^  256 

Granulated  sugar  .  199 

Butter  .  47 

Oleo  and  substitutes  .  34 


The  most  notable  excojition  in  this  class  wa.s  rice,  ih* 
total  imported  being  14,209  tons  (3.55  of  which  were  re¬ 
exported),  leaving  a  net  increase  over  1917  of  2,282  tons. 
Other  exceptions  were:  — 

Tons  increas«‘. 


Potatoes  .  199 

.forked  beef  .  91 

Lard  .  T.j 

•Salted  or  pickled  beef  .  72 


Si 


One  of  the  largest  decreases  among  imports,  and  whid) 
was  felt  most  keenly  from  the  Customs  standpoint,  was  in 
cotton  textiles.  Tlie  total  of  these  fabrics  was  10,<MX),tXiO 
metres  less  in  1918  than  1917,  which  amount  represents 
approximately  £125,0(.)0  less  in  duties. 

Iron,  stcH'l,  and  manufactuivs  thereof,  <if  course, 
registered  big  decreases,  both  in  tonnage  and  value.  Hot^ 
ever,  agricultural  and  >ugar  machinery  show  increases  in 
value,  this  being  due,  of  course,  to  war  prices.  The  impor¬ 
tation  of  cement  diminisluHl  by  2,641  tons,  although  the 
i  value  of  the  quantity  imported  in  1918  exceeded  that  of 
1917  by  £9,269. 

-Malt  liquors,  bt'sides  wines  and  spirits,  registered  Isrje 
decreases,  the  combined  total  being  461,471  litres  less  as 
I  compared  with  1917. 

However,  there  were  material  increases  amongst  several 
classes  that  deserve  mention,  as,  for  exanijile,  soaps,  which 
registered  the  large  increa.se  of  640  tons.  There  were  also 
•51  more  automobiles  imjiorted  in  1918  than  in  1917.  More 
railway  and  tram  cars  were  imported  for  the  sugar  estates, 
.lute  bags  ran  up  an  increase  of  1.176  tons,  gasoline  734 
tons,  and  coal  1,750  tons. 

In  comparing  the  value  imported  according  to  ))orts  of 
entry,  the  larger  ports,  with  one  excejition  (that  of 
Sanchez)  showed  large  inc-reases,  whereas  the  smaller  port* 
registered  material  diminutions.  The  general  increases  at 
j  the  larger  ports  were  occasioned  by  Rie  fact  that  the  Clyde 
steamers,  in  order  to  .save  time,  discontinued  calling  at  the 
i  smaller  jairts.  The  loss  at  Sanchez  was  due  to  two  causes, 
viz.,  competition  at  Puerto  Plata  on  account  of  the 
Dominican  Railway  giving  good  .service  to  the  interior,  and 
the  drop  in  the  exportation  of  cacao.  Idie  largest  propor¬ 
tional  increase  was  at  T-a  Romana,  where  the  construction 
of  a  2..5(X)  ton  sugar  mill  and  other  extensive  improvements, 
including  a  bodega  wifli  a  verv  large  stock  of  merchandise, 
made  a  record  year  for  the  little  port.  The  increase  in 
the  value  of  the  imports  at  that  port  was  £247,540. 

Direction  of  Trade. 

The  United  States  and  Porto  Rico  furnished  9.5-39  per 
cent,  of  the  imports,  and  received  86-70  per  cent,  of  export. 

The  outlook  is  good  from  the  exporter’s  standpoint  for 
1920,  as  it  is  evident  that  the  high  prices  for  agricultural 
products  will  be  maintained,  and  the  prospects  for  suffi¬ 
cient  tonnage  are  infinitely  better.  It  is  not  believed,  how¬ 
ever.  that  imports  will  be  so  large  on  account  of  unstahk 
markets  and  the  announcement  that  the  Government  will 
reduce  the  import  tariff  in  1920. 

The  total  exports  and  imports  of  the  Republic,  with  the 
leading  countries  are:  — 


Countries. 

Amount. 

1918. 

-Amount. 

1917. 

£ 

£ 

T’nited  States  . 

.  8.801 ,8^3 

8.066,784 

Pf)rto  R  ico  . 

.  754.1.35 

6.32.9.56 

Cuba  . 

.  6.3,461 

22.134 

T'nited  Kingdom  _ 

.  2.35. .5.T3 

202..383 

France  . 

.  195,241 

121.067 

j  Italy  . 

.  9.967 

26,25.3 

Spain  . 

.  210..548 

100.449 

1  Canada*  . 

.  148.9.31 

640.-592 

‘Dcf-rease  is  nrobablv  only  apparent:  mucli  of  the  mcr- 
f  handise  shijiped  to  X«‘w  York  is  intended  for  Canada. 
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BULGARIA. 

FINANCING  OF  TRADE:  IMPROVED 
REGULATIONS. 

(From  H.M.  Commercial  Secretary.) 

Sofia. 

Aineiidnients  have  been  introduced  by  the  Central  des 
Devises  modifying  certain  vexatious  regulations  hitherto 
applied  to  the  import  and  export  trade. 

I'ntil  now  purchasers  of  foreign  imports  were  forced  to 
de|>osit  the  cost  price  in  levas  in  the  National  Hank,  paying 
interest  to  the  foreigner  until  the  day  of  liquidation.  Now 
they  are  free  to  pay  in  any  manner  which  docs  not  entail 
the  export  of  leva,  such  as  by  buying  credits  in  London  or 
bv  means  of  acceptances,  current  accotints,  etc. 

The  exjwrt  currency  percentages  have  also  been  modified. 
Whereas  before,  the  purchase  price  of  Xanthie  tobacco  and 
otto  of  ro.se  had  to  be  all  changed  at  the  official  rate  (150- 
18iJ  leva  to  the  £).  now  only  half  has  to  be  so  exchanged, 
the  remainder  being  freed  and  exchangeable  at  the  open, 
market  rate  (200-210  leva  to  the  £D.  And  whereas  for 
other  jiroduce  35  per  cent,  only  of  the  purchase  was  supposed 
to  be  charged  at  the  official  rate,  now  the  proportions  have 
been  altered  to  varying  percentages  as  laid  down  in  amended 
regulations.  The  reason  for  this  may  be  that  Xanthie  and 
otto  are  getting  exhausted,  and  consequently  the  authorities 
give  easier  terms  for  these,  while  recouping  themselves  by 
rai.sing  the  percentage  of  official  exchange  on  other  produce. 
The  proportion  of  foreign  currency  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  exporters  may  be  employed  in  any  way  desired,  on 
notifying  the  Central  des  Devises. 

[Note. — The  operations  of  a  similar  Central  de  Devises 
in  .Tugo-Slavia  were  described  on  page  656  of  the  “.TournaT’ 
of  27th  November.] 


ESTHONIA. 


CURRENCY,  BANKING  AND  INSURANCE. 

(From  H.M.  Artinq  Consul-General.) 

Rf.val. 

The  currencies  which  obtain  in  Esthonia  are  the 
E<thonian  mark.  Czar  rouble,  Duma  rouble,  Kerensky 
rouble,  Ost  mark,  and  the  Ost  rouble.  A  brisk  busines.s  is 
also  done  in  Finnish  marks,  and  in  Danish  and  Swedish 
kroner. 

It  is  difficult  to  state  exact  figures  when  dealing  with  a 
rurrenev  which  is  continually  leaving  and  returning  to 
Esthonia,  despite  regulations  which  forbid  any  kind  of 
speculation  in  money  or  its  export.  The  following  figures 
are,  however,  very  close  estimates,  and,  in  the  case  of  the 
Esthonia n  mark,  definite:  — 


0>t  marks  .  25,000.000 

Czar  roubles  .  50,000,000 

Duma  roubles  .  30,000,000 

Kerenskv  roubles  .  2,000,000 

Esthonian  marks  .  600,000,000 

T’denitch  roubles  .  1.50,000,000 

Finnish  marks  .  600,000,000 


As  regards  security  for  these  currencies  the  Ost  money 
comes  easilv  first,  an  O.st  mark  being  worth  a  Reichsmark, 
and,  in  addition,  guaranteed  by  the  German  Government. 

The  E.stbonian  mark,  despite  the  comparatively  large 
resources  of  the  country,  and  owing  to  the  trifling  export, 
is  considered  as  being  without  security  at  all. 

The  security  of  the  other  currency  is  speculative,  while 
the  Udenitch  rouble  has  sunk  to  10  penni.  Their  relative 
values  against  £1  sterling,  at  about  the  commencement  of 
the  rear,  were  as  follow:  — 

124-20  Finnish  marks.  23.3-30  Romanoff  roubles. 

160-40  Reichsmarks.  .5.50-00  Duma  roubles. 

160-40  Ost  marks.  .3S5-(X1  Esthonian  marks. 

The  Ost  Mark. 

A  fact  which  is  not  very  apparent,  but  none  the  less  real, 
is  that  this  money  is  a  valuable  article  of  export,  and  certain 
speculators  are  successful  in  .smuggling  it  in  and  out  of  the 
conntrv. 

The  Ost  mark  was  issued  by  the  Germans  during  their 
occupation  of  tbeso  parts,  but  by  this  time  should  h.ave 
found  its  normal  wav  back  to  Germanv,  that  is,  judging 
hv  the  ouantitv  of  German  goods  in  the  country  and  the 
orders  which  are  now  being  placed  in  Germany.  Neverthe¬ 
less.  there  seems  to  be  no  lack  of  Ost  marks,  and.  as  they 
represent  practicallv  the  only  currency  with  which  foreign 
articles  can  be  bought  at  the  present  time,  they  are  greatly 
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in  demand.  Compared  with  the  united  Kingdom,  the 
German  market  is  cheap,  and,  added  to  this.it  seems 
paradoxical  that  Germany  should  have  forced  this  money 
on  the  country,  which,  though  regarded  as  worthless  at  the 
time  of  issue,  now  proves  to  be  the  only  purchasing  medium. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Ost  mark  is  redeemable  in 
1920,  if  the  Germans  choose,  and  it  would  assist  any  future 
operations  in  British  capital  if  the  redemption  of  the  Ost 
mark  could  by  any  means  be  enforced. 

The  Estiio.nian  Mark. 

This  mark  is  falling  in  value  and  must  continue  to  fall 
till  ex{)ort  has  been  re-established  or  a  loan  negotiated. 

Russian  AIoneys. 

Czar,  Duma  and  Kerensky  rouble.s  are  being  hoarded  for 
the  most  part,  and  wiiere  any  business  is  done  it  is  alwavs 
in  the  nature  of  a  speculation.  A  regular  traffic,  which 
was  known  by  the  name  of  “Money  Combinations,”  existed 
a  short  time  ago,  but  is  less  prevalent  now.  By  this  is 
meant  that  someone  started  with,  say,  Esthonian  marks 
and  bought  Ost  marks  with  them.  With  Ost  marks  Czar  or 
Duma  roubles  were  bought,  and  sent  to  Riga  to  be  again 
sold  for  Ost  marks,  sometimes  realising  a  profit  of  as  inuch 
as  40  per  cent. 

Other  Foreign  Currencies. 

These  are  dealt  in.  not  so  much  in  a  .speculative  way  as 
to  obtain  money  with  which  to  purchase  goods  in  their 
respective  countries  of  origin,  or  in  Germanv. 

The  Pound  Sterling. 

There  is  quite  a  demand  for  sterling,  cheques  being  pre- 
fei  i  ed  on  account  of  the  fact  that,  to  send  a  parcel  of  iiotes 
to  the  United  Kingdom  a  messenger  must  be  despatched  to 
S^kholm  with  them.  This  is  necessary  by  reason  of  the 
Finnish  Post  Office  refusing  to  insure  packets  of  any  value 
destined  for  the  United  Kingdom,  whereas  the  Swedish 
Post  Office  is  willing  to  do  so.  The  rate  of  discount  is  8 
per  cent. 

New  Banking  Formations. 

Many  new  banks  have  been  established,  moKtlv  with 
Esthonian  marks  as  ground  capital,  but  these  banks  possess 
no  great  security.  The  older  banks  are,  however,  struggling 
to  carry  on  as  best  they  can  till  an  outside  Power  comes  to 
the  financial  aid  of  Esthonia.  The  older  banks,  whose 
headquarters  are  in  Russia,  possess  Russian  bonds  of  the 
various  issues,  and,  amongst  them,  hold  securities  for 
1,000.000  Reich.smarks,  and  for  50,000,0)00  roubles  in  Russian 
War  Loan. 

German  bank,  the  Darlehn-Kasse  Ost,  was  opened 
during  the  occupation  of  Esthonia.  This  bank  is  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  capture  business  here,  and  is  buying  up 
£  sterling  wherever  possible.  It  is  intended  to  change  the 
name  of  the  bank,  after  inviting  Finnish  interests  to  take 
shares  in  it.  The  Harju  Bank  (formerly  Hoeppner)  has 
also  large  German  interests. 

AIortgage  Businf.ss. 

This  is  not  at  all  active,  as  shares  and  securities  on  the 
one  hand  are  being  hoarded,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  very 
low  prices  are  offered.  Owing,  moreover,  to  the  uncertaintv 
of  the  future,  banks  are  unwilling  to  lend  money  to  any 
extent. 

Need  for  Foreign  Credit. 

The  more  the  position  in  E*5thonia  is  studied  in  everv 
phase  of  its  life  and  development,  the  more  it  becomes  clear 
that  the  only  hope  of  salvation  is  the  possibility  of  credit 
abroad.  The  investigation  of  any  particular  problem  bear¬ 
ing  on  its  economical,  industrial,  or  commercial  life  lends 
definite  colour  to  the  idea  of  a  vicious  circle.  To  develop, 
to  organise,  or  to  establish  foreign  capital  is  the  paramount 
need,  and,  to  obtain  this,  export  mu.st  be  revived.  But.  as 
already  indicated,  exports  are  almost  impossible  and,  owing 
to  the  bad  state  of  the  already  overburdened  railways,  the 
evil  is  intensified. 

Insurance. 

few  Esthonian  companies  have  been  started,  the 
principal  of  which  is  the  Esthonian  Tiloyd.  This  com- 
panv  is,  however,  doing  very  little  business.  German  com¬ 
panies,  on  the  contrary,  are  doing  well.  They  accept  in¬ 
surance  in  German  marks  and  Danish  and  Swedish  kroner, 
but  premiums  must  be  paid  in  the  respective  currency. 

There  is  a  good  field  for  British  insurance  companies.  If 
the  insurer  could  not  pay  premiums  in  Engli.sh  money,  he 
undoubtedly  could  in  Scandinavian  currency,  which  is  easily 
negotiable. 

Obstacles  to  Commercial  Development. 

Concerning  railways  in  their  relation  to  industrial  develop¬ 
ment.  particularly  in  regard  to  the  transport  of  timber,  the 
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prc'cnt  linos  arc  (jiiite  inadequate  for  the  expeditious 
Ijandling  of  this  priniary  export,  as  the  forests  are  usually 
considerable  distance  from  the  railways,  and  horse  trans¬ 
port,  at  the  best  slow  an<l  tedious,  is  at  present  also  quite 
inadequate  for  haulage. 

The  export  of  flax  is,  to  a  large  extent,  impeded  by  the 
lack  of  agricultural  commodities  for  sale.  A])art  from  flax 
and  timber  there  is  nothing  to  export  at  present. 

Speculation  in  Money  anu  Merchandise. 

In  consequence  of  the  state  of  the  country  speculation  is 
rife.  The  three  principal  subjects  are  money,  food,  and 
goods.  Food,  principally  farm  produce,  such  as  corn  and 
potatoes,  is  smuggled  into  Soviet  llussia  and  into  Finland. 
Parcels  often  change  hands  many  times,  and  are  hoarde<l 
in  the  expectation  of  a  rise  in  price.  The  same  applies  to 
general  merchandise. 


NORWAY. 


KOHEIGN  EXCHANGE  BOARD  PROrosED. 

{From  II. M.  Charje  iF Affaires.) 

Christiania. 

The  Finance  Department  has  sent  to  the  Hoard  of  the 
Hank  of  Norway  a  communication  regarding  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  Foreign  Exchange  H.iard.  Reference  is  made  in 
the  communication  to  the  conference  held  on  lith  December 
last  under  tho  direction  of  the  Prime  Minister,  with  re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  Finance  Hoard,  the  Industry  and  Trade 
Board,  etc.,  to  consider  what  measures  can  and  should  bo 
taken  to  improve  the  Norwegian  trade  balance. 

After  the  above  meeting  was  held  the  question  received 
furtiier  consideration  from  the  Government,  who  found, 
however,  that  it  would  be  diflTicult  to  introduce,  to  the 
extent  once  contemidated,  the  measures  which  at  the  time 
aimed  at  restricting  the  iniportation  of  articles  of  luxury  and 
other  less  necessarv  goods  by  means  of  import  prohibitions. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Government  consider  it  desirable 
that  endeavours  should  be  made,  with  the  co-operation^  of 
banks,  to  establish  control  over  the  employment  of  foreign 
credits,  .so  that  the  latter  should  mainly  be  used  for  paying 
for  goods  the  importation  of  which  must  be  regarded  as 
useful  to  the  country.  ■ 

An  arrangement  of  this  kind  has  been  introduced  in 
Denmark  bv  the  establishment  of  a  Foreign  Exchanges 
Hoard,  which  controls  dealings  in  foreign  credits,  and  which, 
in  the  case  of  X'orwav,  was  nx'ommended  by  tho  members 
.'if  the  Finance  Hoard.  The  Department  have  therefore 
requested  the  Hoard  of  the  Hank  of  Norway  to  apply  to  the 
Hankers’  Association  to  secure  the  joint  action  of  banks  in 
the  matter.  The  Department  have  in  view  the  nomination 
of  a  committee  which  would  consist  of  one  representative 
of  the  Hank  of  Norwav  and  as  many  representatives  of 
banks  as  may  be  considered  desirable,  and  the  committee 
would  also  comprise  representatives  nominated  by  the 
Government. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  members  of  the  committee  would  be 
nominated  by  means  of  a  Royal  Resolution. 


Commercial  Treaties  and  Arrangemens. 


J  A  PAN-PA  R  AG  U  A  . 


NEW  COMMERCIAL  TREATY. 

The  Hoard  of  Trade  are  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign 
Otfice,  from  llis  Majesty’s  Legation  at  Buenos  Aires,  of  a 
translation  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  concluded  at  Asuncion 
on  12th  November.  1911).  between  .Taymn  and  Paraguav. 

The  Treaty  luovides  inter  alia  for  the  mutual  accord  of 
Most  Favoured  Nation  treatment  as  regards  Import  and 
Export  duties  on  goods,  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
either  country  and  also  as  regards  internal  duties  which 
niav  affect  jiroductioii.  manufacture  or  consumption  of 
anv  article.  The  Treatv  also  guarantees  freedom  from 
transit  and  internal  duties  for  goods,  the  produce  or 
manufacture  of  the  respective  countries,  and  provides  for 
national  treatment  in  respect  of  warehousing,  bounties, 
and  drawbacks.  Except  as  otherw  ise  expressly  provided  in 
the  Treaty,  it  is  agreed  that,  in  all  that  concerns  commerce 
and  Industry,  anv  privilege  which  has  been  or  may  in 
future  be  accorded  hv  one  contracting  party  to  the 
Na  tionals  of  anv  other  State  '■hall  be  extended  to  the 
Nationals  of  the  other  contracting  party  gratuitously  if  the 
concession  in  favour  of  that  other  Ptate  shall  have  been 
gratuitous,  and  on  the  same  or  equivalent  conditions  if  the 
roncession  .shall  have  been  conditional. 

The  Treatv  i.s  to  eome  into  force  immediately  after  the 
exchange  of  Ratifications,  and  is  terminable  at  one  year’s 
notice. 


Shipping  and  Docks. 


UEN.MARk. 


A.MALGAMATION  OF  SHIPPING  LINES. 

{From  II. M.  Commercial  Secretary.) 

COPENHAOEN. 

Tho  Danish  press  announce  that  the  United  Steamship 
Company,  having  acquired  three-quarters  of  the  shares  of 
the  Danhsh-Russian  Steamship  Company,  has  called  upon 
the  latter  company  to  go  into  liquidation  with  the  object 
of  the  transfer  of  its  remaining  stock  and  effects  to  the 
Cnited  Steamship  Company. 

Tho  United  SteaiiLship  Company  (Det  Forenedo  Dampskibs 
.Sclskab)  at  tho  end  of  1918  had  a  fle^t  of  105  steamers,  14 
Jighters,  and  37  barges  of  a  total  tonnage  of  102,676  gross 
toms.  Tho  capital  of  the  company  is  at  present  30,00U,<A1<J 
kroners,  and  it  is  estimated  that  it  will  cost  tho  company 
about  40,000,000  kroners  to  take  over  the  Danish  Russian 
Steamship  Company.  Authority  to  extend  the  capital, 
-hould  occasion  arise,  was  given  at  a  general  meeting  of 
tho  United  Steamship  Company  in  the  early  part  of  last 
year. 

Tlie  Danish-Russian  .Steam.ship  Company  has  a  capital 
<il  10,000,Ct<X)  kroners,  and  a  fleet  of  six  vessels  with  a  total 
tonnage  of  12,874  gross  tons,  with  other  vessels,  bringing 
tho  total  tonnage  of  the  company  up  to  21,160  gross  tons. 
Resides  the  fleet,  which  is  booked  to  a  value  of  2,838,60') 
kroners,  the  Danish-Russian  Steamship  Company  owns  a 
ri  M*rve  fund  of  14,u(K),000  kroners,  the  cash  in  hand  (on  31st 
D.'cember,  1918)  of  25,000, Ooo  kroners,  and  2,769,000 
kroners  worth  of  .shares  in  Danish  and  foreign  shippini^ 
"impaiiics.  It  is  also  ."tated  that  the  company  owns  a  con- 
.sidorablo  amount  of  tonnage  and  other  interests  in  Riussia. 

This  amalgamation  is  to  be  followed,  it  i.s  said,  by  a 
further  amalgamation  with  the  Steamship  Company  Gorin. 
Notice  of  this  last  amalgamation  has  not  yet  appeared  in 
the  press. 

T!ie  Steamship  Company  Gorm,  which  was  founded  in 
1889,  has  a  capital  of  10  million  kroners,  and  a  fleet  of 
fourteen  steamers  w  ith  a  total  gross  registered  tonnace  cf 
21.931  ton.s.  ^ 

^  \yith  these  two  considerable  acquisitions  to  its  fleet  the 
United  Steamship  Company  proposes  to  strengthen  its 
position  on  its  already  existing  routes.  It  docs  not  seem 
jirohablo  that  tho  company  intends  to  open  now  routes 
excojit  that  its  sailings  to  South  America  will  now  include 
Rio  de  .Janeiro,  at  which  port  it  was  prior  to  the  war  pre- 
oJuded  from  calling  owing  to  an  agreement  with  German 
lino.s. 


I  FRANCE. 

THE  PORT  OF  DUNKIRK. 

{From  II. M.  Acting  Consul.) 

Dunkirk. 

rhe  jiort  of  Dunkirk  oecupies  the  exceptional  position  of 
being  the  only  outlet  whieh  France  has  on  the  North  Sea 
I  (^ast.  It  serves  the  riclu'st  district  of  France,  i.e.,  the 
North-East,  handling  the  products,  such  as  coal,  iron,  wool, 
■•ilk,  eotton,  linen,  chemicals,  etc.,  from  the  industrial 
'■ontres  of  that  area. 

Growth  of  Traffic. 

It  i.s  anticipated  that  the  trade  of  the  port  will  cx])auJ 
gn-atly  in  the  near  future,  and  the  rc>ccnt  growth  of  activity 
siqiports  this  expectation.  During  the  first  eleven  months 
of  1919  the  imports  and  exports  of  Dunkirk  totalled  2,547,0)0 
I  t-'ins,  as  compared  with  I,863,0<)0  tons  in  the  corresponding 
I  period  of  1918.  The  ve.ssels  entering  tho  port  during  the 
-  lir.st  eight  months  of  last  year  numbered  3,825  of  3,181, 78<3 
tonnage.  Several  new  shipping  lines  have  Ix'on  established, 
both  in  the  coasting  and  the  ocean-going  trades. 

Proposed  Canal  Extensions. 

Hy  moans  of  the  projec  ted  Canal  du  Nord-hNt  it  is  hoped 
i  to  eompete  successfully  with  Rotterdam  for  the  carrying 

'  trade  of  Alsace.  The  first  stages  of  its  construction  are 

stated  to  comprise  tho  concentration  of  the  traffic  on  the 
Marne  Canal  to  the  Rhine,  the  connection  of  Metz  and 
Thioiiville,  and  the  canalisation  of  the  Orne  and  the  Pesh, 
two  tributaries  of  the  Mo«elIp.  Tlio  existing  system  of  fiee 
(  canals  converging  at  Dunkirk  from  the  agricultural  and 
'  industrial  ilistricts  is  to  be  changed  so  as  to  admit  barges 
I  of  6O0  tons. 

R  \iLWAY  Reconstruction. 

Tlie  C/ompagnie  dos  Chemins  de  hV-r  <Iu  Nord  have  re- 
I  constructo'l.  since  the  .\rmistice,  570  kilometres  of  double 
lines  ami  5.30  kilomctre.<5  of  single  lines,  so  that,  as  far  a* 
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they  are  concerned,  it  is  already  possible  to  clear  goods 
more  rapidly  than  in  pre-war  days. 

Storage  C.apacitv. 

The  total  floor  space  of  the  warehouses  and  sheds  of  the 
port  is  at  present  70,000  square  metres;  the  special  sugar 
T^aroliouse  is  capable  of  holding  230,000  bag>-,  and  the  wool 
warehouse  17,000  bales. 

IIauhoik  F.vte.vsions. 

Congestion  at  the  port  prevents  the  full  use  of  e.xisting 
facilities,  but  continued  efforts  are  being  made  to  provide 
for  the  increasing  traffic. 

In  1916,  despite  the  war,  a  new  dock.  No.  o,  was  ojx'ned  { 
at  Dunkirk.  This  meant  an  increase  of  1,300  metres  in 
available  quay  .sjiace,  and  was,  therefore,  a  considerable  im¬ 
provement  for  traffic.  In  April  of  the  same  year  the  i 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  foreseeing  post-war  traffic  develop¬ 
ments,  made  out  new  plans  for  the  extension  of  the  jmrt.  I 

Their  efforts  have  been  successfully  rewarded  by  the  pro-  | 

mulgation  of  a  liaw  on  22nd  October,  1919,  which  provides  . 

for:  — 

1.  The  creation  of  an  outer  harbour.  j 

2.  The  construction  of  a  lock  giving  access  to  the  docks.  j 

3.  The  construction  of  a  sixth  dock  and  of  an  evolution 

basin  for  Docks  5  and  6,  which  would  later  on  be  ! 
used  for  throe  other  dot  ks. 

4.  Tlie  construction  of  a  maritime  station,  of  new  rail¬ 

way  lines  and  quays,  and  of  connecting  lines.  I 

o.  The  construction  of  a  dry  dock. 

6  The  opening  of  a  canal  connecting  the  docks  with  the 

River  Aa,  and  including  one  part  to  which  the  j 
steamers  could  have  access,  with  a  basin  for  oilers  I 
and  petroleum  vessels,  and  a  second  part  open  to  j 
inland  navigation,  lighters,  barges,  etc. ;  also  the  i 
construction  of  a  lock  between  the  docks  and  this  | 
canal.  i 

7.  The  creation,  close  to  the  first  part  of  the  canal,  and  | 

independently  of  the  petroleum  basin,  of  an  j 

establishment  the  construction  and  management 
of  which  will  bo  left  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  which  will  be  used  for  import  of  raw  material  I 
and  export  of  manufactured  goods. 

The  carrying  out  of  this  programme  necessitates  abolish¬ 
ing  the  temiwrarv  canal  which  at  present  limits  the  harbour 
on  the  western  side,  and  the  construction  of  a  new  system 
of  drainage  on  the  eastern  side.  This  work  will  be  started  j 
shortly.  ; 

Being  anxious  to  give  to  Dunkirk  as  many  openings  as  , 

possible,  the  Chamber  is  willing  to  allocate  as  much  quay  I 

space  as  possible  to  regular  shipping  lines,  as  these  arc  the 
main  part  of  the  traffic  of  the  jmrt.  j 

Improvements  of  Worki.ng  .Machinery,  etc.  j 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Chamlier  were  planning  the 
extension  of  the  port  they  effected  improvements  in  the 
fittings  and  working  ajiparatus  of  the  quays.  On  the 
Western  Quay  of  Dock  5  four  transhipment  bridges  for  the 
transport  of  goods  have  been  established,  each  being  able  to 
transliip  100  tons  in  an  hour.  Four  electric  cranes  of  five 
tons  power  have  been  erected  on  the  same  quay.  Twelve 
other  electric  cranes  have  been  completed  and  erected  on 
different  quays.  Two  steam  moving  cranes  have  also  been 
procured,  and  it  was  decided  to  purchase  from  the  British 
Army  six  electric  cranes  of  three  tons  power.  The  electrio 
power  station  is  being  reinforced.  The  electric  lighting  of 
the  quays,  partly  destroyed  during  the  war,  is  being  re¬ 
paired.  and  the  sheds  and  warehouses,  also  badly  damaged, 
are  being  repaired  as  labour  and  material  permit. 

.MEEft.Sui  tut!  Costs. 

The  heavy  expenses  irtcui'fed  will  hav'e  to  he  covered  by 
new  taxes,  though  the  development  and  anticipated  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  port  should  permit  a  reduction  in  due  course. 

The  ‘Conseil  General  of  the  Nord,  too,  have  agreed  to 
pnnt  an  allowance  of  100,000  francs  per  annum  for  a  period 
of  fifty  years  dating  from  1920,  towards  the  cost  of  the 
extension  of  the  port. 

Finally,  the  activity  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  did  not 
confine  itself  only  to  the  plans  for  the  development  of  the 
port,  but  included  al.«o  trade,  industry,  and  agriculture. 

The  Minister  for  the  I.iberatcd  Arens  riKeiiNy  visited 
Dunkirk  for  the  purpose  of  studying  locally  the  means  of 
increasing  the  supply  of  goo<ls  to  the  liberated  areas 
through  this  port. 


SHIPPING  AND  LOCKS— continued. 


The  Qua}-  Frcycinct  No.  8  has  been  reserved  exclusively 
for  this  purpose,  in  order  to  concentrate  and  save  time  in 
discharging,  and  eight  vessels  have  been  reserved  for  the 
carriage  of  cereals. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  Minister’s  visit  will  materially  ex¬ 
pedite  the  realisation  of  the  plans  for  the  exten.sion  of  the 
port. 

A  copy  (in  French)  of  charges  levied  for  the  use  of  cranes- 
and  other  appliances,  which  came  into  force  on  1st 
February,  may  be  consulted  at  the  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade  (Shipping  Section),  73,  Basingliall  Street,  F.C.  2. 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


BUNKERING  OIL  STATIONS  FOR  AAIE RICAN 
VESSELS. 

The^  Lnited  States  Shipping  Board  has  announced  the 
establishment  of  fuel  pil  stations  to  supply  the  bunkering 
for  vessels  of  the  Lnited  States  Shipping  Board  outside  of 
the  I'nited  States. 

Of  these  stations,  two  are  now  in  operation,  one  being  at 
St.  Thomas,  Virgin  Islands,  with  a  capacity  of  11(°000 
barrels,  and  the  other  at  Brest,  France,  with  a  capacity  of 
165,t)00  barrels.  Tentative  arrangements  are  said  to  have 
been  made  for  the  following  stations:  — 

Punta  Delgada. — A  tank  barge  with  a  capacity  of 
2o,(X)0  barrels  is  ready  tliis  month  and  will  ^rve 
until  a  permanent  station  is  provided. 

Cape  Verde  Islands. — A  tank  barge  is  installed  as  a 
temporary  station. 

Bizerta,  Algiers. — Tliree  tanks  have  been  installed^  with 
a  capacity  of  165,000  barrels. 

Constantinople.— Three  tanks  with  165,000-barrel 
capacity. 

Colombo,  Ceylon. — Three  tanks  with  165,000-barrel 
capacity. 

Shanghai,  China. — Throe  tanks  with  165,000-barrel 
capacity. 

Manila,  Philip])ino  Islands. — Two  tanks  with  110,000- 
barrel  capacity. 

It  is  expected  that  the  foregoing  stations  will  be  ready  for 
operation  before  1st  April  next. 

Besides  the  stations  above-mentioned  there  will  be  two 
tanks  of  110,000-barrels  capacity  erected  by  the  Shipping 
Board  on  leased  land  at  Honolulu,  to  be  ready  if  possible 
for  use  by  1st  June. 

Durban,  Natal,  will  have  three  tanks  of  165,000-barrel3 
capacity,  ready  possibly  by  1st  July,  and  it  is  expected  to 
have  some  tanks,  the  capacity  of  which  has  not  yet  been 
determined,  ready  at  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  by  the  same  date. 
A  station  of  100,000-barrels  capacity  will.  It  is  expected,  be 
ready  for  operation  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  1st  March. 


H4YTT, 


NEW  QUARANTINE  REGULATIONS. 

The  new  Quarantine  Regidations  of  the  Republic  of  Hayti, 
as  well  as  specimen  copies  of  the  Bills  of  Health  which  will 
be  required  in  future  of  all  vessels  entering  Haytian  ports, 
may  be  consulted  by  British  firms  interested  on  application 
to  the  Shipping  and  Transport  Section  of  the  Department 
of  Overseas  Trade,  73,  Basingliall  Street,  London,  E.C.  2. 


TURKEY. 


INFECTION  AT  CONSTANTINOPLE. 

A  Government  Notice  issued  by  the  Lieut.-Governor  of 
Malta,  dated  31st  January,  states  that  as  information  has 
been  received  that  an  infectious  or  contagious  disease, 
dangerous  to  mankind,  i.e.,  typhus,  exists  at  Constantinople, 
it  is  declared  that  Constantinople  is  an  infected  place 
within  the  meaning  of  Article  1  of  the  Regulations  made 
under  the  Fourth  Sanitary  Ordinance,  1908. 


THK  liOAlM)  OF  TKADF  JOl'HXAL. 


Fkiiul  aiiv  2(1,  K»20. 


Railways. 

BRITISH  INDIA. 

i; AIIAVAYS  I )EVJ:L(,)1‘MKXT. 

'J'lic  Ailniinistratioii  licjiort  on  Hailways  in  India  Inr  the 
year  ISllS-lO,  staU's  that  tlie  period  covered  by  tliis  re[)ort 
«iine>sed  an  inevitable  ])rogri*ssive  inerea'.e  in  tlie  difficul- 
tie."  of  railway  adinini>tration.  The  stock  of  materials  on 
tvhii  h  railways  depend  for  their  existence  v  as  firadually  ex- 
liansted,  and  if  the  war  had  eontinned  for  another  year  the 
effect,  on  tlie  }>enerai  standard  of  the  railaay  service  would 
Jiave  bc'cui  serious. 

(iitoss  Kar.xixos. 

In  spite  of  th<‘  diiliculties  of  operation,  tlu*  gross  eainings 
of  the  State  Ifailway.s  for  the  year  again  'established  a 
record,  having  reached  a  figure  of  Its. 7(5. 3.1. 00,000,  or  more 
than  5^  orores  beyond  the  Hudget  estimate,  and  7-34  crores 
more  than  the  actual  earnings  of  Ii7l7-1>^,  which  was  itself 
a  rceord. 

Since  1914-1.1  the  annual  increase  in  gross  earnings  of  all 
railways  lias  been  continuous  and  marked;  and  these  gro.Ns 
figures  are  .some  measure  of  the  WQrk  which  has  been  per¬ 
formed  by  railways  with  depleted  re.sources  and  staff.  Many 
restrictions  on  railway  traffic  and  travel  have  perforce  been 
im|>0'-«“d  during  the  war;  but  it  is  claimed  that  the  services 
essfuitial  to  the  cH'onomic  life  of  the  country  have  been 
maintained  in  spite  of  great  diiliculties. 

CAriT.tr.. 

The  capital  outlay  incurred  by  the  Government  in  the 
purcha.se  and  con.struction  of  its  railways,  including  the 
liability  which  remains  to  be  discharged  by  means  of  .Annuity 
and  Sinking  Fund  pavments,  amounti'd  at  the  end  of 
1919-19  to  f370,lS(),.ieO.' 

Tin*  outlay  incurred  during  1918-19  was  1 4. 1-19. 870,  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows;  — 

Hs. 

Ojx^n  Line  Works,  including  suspense  ...  .1,02,4.1.040 

Rolling-stoc'k  .  70,69,000 

Xew  Lines  .  .10,84.000 

Total  .  0.23.98.040 

Equivalent  at  11s. 11=  £1  to  £4.1.19,870 

During  the  year  the  actual  capital  expc'uditure  fell  short 
of  the  sanctioiu'd  grant  for  the  .vear  by  Ils.4.1  lakhs.  This 
lapse  was  due  mainly  to  the  difficulties  attendant  on  the 
supply  of  railway  materials  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  capital  expenditure  .sanctioned  for  1919-20  is  £17'7 
millions.  This  is  the  largest  amount  that  has  ever  been 
allotted  to  railways  in  anv  one  year.  During  the  period  of 
the  war  the  expenditure  had  to  be  reduced  to  the  minimum 
not  only  for  financial  reasons,  but  also  because  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty  in  obtaining  the  necessary  supply  of  materials.  The 
result  has  been  that  the  provision  of  transportation  facili¬ 
ties  has  been  unable  to  keeji  pace  %vith  the  growth  of  traffic, 
and  arrears  have  now  to  be  made  good.  In  view  of  the 
urgent  demand,  it  was  considered  that  rolling-stock  equip¬ 
ment  should  take  precedence  over  other  requirements  and 
orders  for  a  large  number  of  engines,  coaching  stock  and 
goods  vehich's  have,  accordingly,  been  placed.  This  stock, 
when  received,  will  sensibly  relieve  the  situation.  In  view 
of  the  heavy  exi>enditure  involved  in  this  jKirtiou  of  the 
programme,  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  provide  in  this 
year  A'ery  liberally  for  works,  and  this  feature  of  our  re¬ 
quirements  will  receive  special  attention  next  year.  For 
the  same  reason,  it  has  not  fiecn  found  possible  to  provide 
for  anv  new  line,  though  a  small  proA'ision  has  been  alloAved 
for  lines  already  in  progress. 

The  actual  capital  outlay  on  railways  which  have  been 
financed  bv  private  enterprise,  such  as  Branch  T.ines  pro¬ 
moted  bv  Companies,  District  Board  I<ines.  Indian  State 
Lines,  etc.,  amounted  at  the  end  of  1918-19  to 
Bs.09.01 .14,000.  The  capital  expenditure  on  such  lines 
during  the  vear  was  as  follows;  — 

Bs. 

Branch  I.ine  Companies  Railways  .  27.72,000 

District  Board  I.ines  .  2.A.00O 

Indian  State  I.ines  .  .34.48,000 

Total  .  02,4.').000 

During  the  vear  1918-19  .33.')'28  miles  of  railway  were 
opened  to  traffic,  bringing  the  total  mileage  open  (after 
allowing  for  dismantlements,  and  ndnor  lorrections  due  to 
realignments,  ele.l  up  to  .30.010  miles. 


riinerals  and  Metals. 


AUSTRALIA. 

UTILISATION  OF  VICTORIA  lilloWX 
COAL. 

(/• /'o//(  11. M.  .Senior  T rude  CoiHHiixsioner.) 

-Melholknjl. 

A.s  hatl  been  anticipated,  the  A  ictorian  Government  has 
decided  to  commence  operations  in  connection  with  the 
development  of  the  Morwi'll  brown  coal  fields  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  ek*ctrical  energy..  The  Electricity  Commissioners 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  practicability  of  the  scheme, 
and  to  prepare  plans,  specifications  and  estimates  for  the 
undertaking  (see  the  ‘‘.Journal”  of  4th  September,  1919. 
p.  3101,  have  issued  their  Report,  and  an  Act  has  been  passed 
by  the  Victorian  State*  Parliament  to  provide  funds  to 
carry  out  certain  preliminary  work. 

Thk  .AloitwKi.r,  Coal  Field. 

Intensive  boring  by  the  Mines  Department  of  an  area 
ot  alxuit  one  square  mile  has  proved  the  existence  of 
approximately  120,(M)0,(K)0  to  l.jU,000,0(Kl  toms  of  coal,  which 
can  Ik*  won  by  the  open-cut  method  of  operation.  The.se 
quantities  would  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  continuoii.s 
ojieration  of  a  jMiwer  house  with  an  output  of  l(t0,()<XJ  k.w. 
lor  a  period  of  L5()  years,  while  outside  that  area  there  is 
an  estimated  quantity  of  over  20,000,0(X),(X)0  tons. 

The  average  thickness  of  the  coal  seam  is  174  ft.,  with  an 
average  thickness  of  overburden  of  only  33  ft. ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  each  cubic  yard  of  overburden  covers  rather  more 
than  four  tons  of  coal.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the 
Fortuna  Brown  Coal  -Aline,  near  Cologne,  in  Germany,  at 
which  nearlv  7,0(J(1  tons  of  coal  are  raised  daily,  the  over¬ 
burden  is  about  00  ft.  in  thickness,  while  the  coal  .seam 
averages  18(1  ft.  The  overburden  and  coal  at  this  mine 
are  removed  by  mechanical  appliances.  The  process  of 
winning  open-cut  coal  at  Morwell  will  involve  no  serious 
problem  that  has  not  been  satisfactorily  solved  in  similar 
schemes  on  the  European  Continent. 

E.vhly  Oi’Er.Itioxs. 

Subj<*et  only  to  prest*nt  disabilities  in  regard  t<j  the  pur¬ 
cha.se  of  plant,  there  is  apparently  nothing  to  prevent  an 
early  start  being  made  with  the  opening  of  the  mine,  the 
I'onstruction  of  the  power  house,  the  transmission  line,  and 
distribution  system,  to  enable  the  neces.sary  bulk  suppl.v 
being  made  available  to  Alelbourne  early  in  1923.  The 
scheme  is  designed  to  supply  in  the  first  stage  the  total 
requirements  of  the  Melbourne  metrojiolitan  area  in  1923. 

\  iz.,  40,<KX)  to  ;‘)0,(XX1  k.w.,  of  which  the  Newport  power 
house  will  be  supplying  about  10,0(X)  k.w.  by  agreement  for 
five  Years  from  19^. 

Cai’acitv  of  E-XPAXSIOX. 

The  ability  to  meet  the  gradual  growth  in  the  demand  for 
electrical  energy,  a.s  well  as  any  sudden  call  on  its  resources, 
is  one  of  the  out.standing  favourable  features  in  connection 
with  the  Morw<*ll  project.  The  extent  of  coal  deposits 
capable  of  being  work»-d  on  the  open-cut  jirinciple  is  such 
that  by  the  provision  of  adequaU*  machinery  any  increase 
in  output  above  the  pro|K)sed  initial  capacity  can  be  pro- 
vid«*d.  It  is  expected  that  the  natural  growth  of  demand 
will  increase  electrical  jKiwer  requirements  to  about  61.3l)'^ 
k.w.  in  192o.  i 

The  -Altoxa  Coal  Field. 

The  Electricity  Commissioners  also  considered  the  possibi¬ 
lities  of  the  -\ltona  brown  coal  field,  situated  almut  11  mile' 
from  Alelbourne,  in  connection  with  power  development. 
Morwell,  however,  was  found  to  provide  the  greater 
advantages  as  regards  certainty  and  continuity  of  suppl.v 
and  economic  .soundness.  It  was  e.stimat«'d  that  to  deliver 
to  Alelbourne  a  given  quantity  of  20,(XX)  voltage  energy  with 
.a  load  factor  of  42  per  cent.,  would  cast  £243,627  per  annum 
in  the  case  of  the  -Altona  coal  field,  and  £222,045  in  that  of 
the  Morwell  deposits.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  use  of 
imported  black  coal  would  invoh'c  an  expenditure  of 
£280,035  per  annum. 

Choice  of  the  Morwell  Field. 

-A  lareful  study  of  the  two  brown  coal  schemes  led  to  the 
conclusion  that,  as  the  nucleus  of  a  State  supply 
the  opening  up  of  the  Morwell  field  should  be  procee 
with  at  once,  leaving  the  development  of  the  Altona  flelo 
until  the  time  arrives  when  its  economic  value  will  justiK 
Its  utilisation. 
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MINERALS  AND  METALS — continued. 


The  Morwell  scheme  offers  a  further  advantage  in  that, 
shoulfl  tlie  load  factor  (tlie  ratio  of  the  average  demand  to 
tlie  niaxinium)  increase  l>eyond  42  per  cent. — and,  in  the 
light  of  experience  in  other  parts  of  the  uorld.  it  is  expected 
to  do  so— tlie  difference  of  annual  cost  would  he  increased  in 
its  favour.  (Oven  a  load  factor  of  til)  jier  cent.,  the  Mor- 
well  scheme  would  show  an  annual  saving  of  £'40,902  over 
that  of  Altona. 

HhOWN  CoAI.  for  Gf.XKRAT,  CoXSfMl'TION-. 

'I'he  present  annual  importation  into  Victoria  of  black 
eoal  may  he  jmt  at  about  1.2()<).tXM)  tons.  Of  this  cpiantity 
aliout  912.ihh>  tons  are  required  for  public  utility  under¬ 
takings.  leaving  288,000  tons  for  general  industrial  and 
<lomcstic  purposes. 

Tc'ts  of  Morn  ell  brown  coal  under  actual  working  condi¬ 
tions  in  .Melbourne  have  proved  that  it  can  be  burned 
fHonomically  under  iKiilers.  suitably  furnaced,  without  a 
reduction  of  boiler  capacity.  In  fact,  juoviding  the  furnace 
ha'  am|)le  grate  area,  it  is  possible  to  obtain  a  capacity 
exietding  the  normal  rating  of  the  boiler.  This  has  been 
done  with  a  brou  n  coal  consumjition  in  the  ratio  of  less  than 
two  and-a-half  to  one  of  Xewcastle  co.il  for  equal  quanti¬ 
ties  of  heat  transferred  to  the  steam  in  the  boiler.  With 
the  cost  of  the  two  fuels  at  7s.  8d.  and  £‘l  12s.  9d.  jier  ton 
respef  tivelc'.  as  recmitly,  and  th.e  cost  for  <-(|ual  heating 
value  at  18'.  od.  and  £1  12.s.  9d.  respectively,  or  as  .oO  to 
ItKi.  it  is  evident  that  with  the  opening  up  of  the  Morwell 
coal  field  there  is  every  prosj)ect  of  a  considerable  market 
for  brown  coal  for  general  purposes.  The  displacement  of 
the  288.9fiO  tons  of  imported  coal  would  result  in  a  demand 
for  about  "ilO.nOO  tons  of  brown  coal,  and  the  use  of  the 
latter  would  rapidly  increase  as  the  public  realised  the 
advantages  resulting  from  the  use  of  the  cheaper  fuel. 
Briqi’etting. 

A  sum  of  £39. 900  has  been  jtrovided  in  the  c'stimates  for 
the  provision  for  experimental  purposes  of  a  first  unit  of 
coiiiph'te  bricpietting  plant,  having  a  capacity  of  79  tons  per 
day.  Should  the  operation  of  the*  press  prove  successfnl,  it 
would  be  nece"arv  to  install  at  least  four  more  of  the  same 
capacity  to  jirovide  for  the  household  consumjttion  of  the 
^Iclbourne  area  alone. 

('OST  OK  f’OAT.  AXn  Er.KCTRIC  DeVEI.OI'.M  KXT. 

Summing  up  their  main  conclusions  the  Eh'ctricity  Com¬ 
missioners  rc'commended  that  the  necessary  steps  should  be 
taken  to  inaugurate  a  State  scheme  for  the  .supply  of  elec¬ 
trical  energy,  and  that,  as  the  nucleus  of  such  scheme,  the 
.Morwell  brown  coal  field  should  be  opened  up  and  a  power 
house  established  thercHtn  of  an  initial  capacity  of  .59.999 
k.w..  with  the  neres.sarv  transmission  line-,  cables,  and  sub¬ 
stations,  at  ati  c'stimated  cast  of  £2.737.392. 


INITED  STATES  OF  .AMERICA. 

MINERAL  OUTPUT  OF  ALASKA. 

.Vhi'ka's  mineral  outjuit  in  1919  was  the  smallest  of  any 
year  since  1911),  and  its  value  was  less  than  half  that  of 
191b.  as  the  preliminary  estimates  of  the  Geological  Survey 
show.  The  output  for  the  year  brought  only  about 
lS,8oll,i»99  clols..  as  comirared  witii  28,2-54,999  clols.  in  1918, 
and  48,fHK).<)99  clols.  in  1916. 

Copper. 

The  decline  was  attributed  principally  to  the  reverting 
of  the  copper  indnstry  to  normal  conditions  a.s  a  result  of 
the  fall  in  the  jerice  of  the  metal  since  1910,  when  the  war 
demand  greatly  stimnlatcnl  production.  High  operating 
costs  also  c  aused  a  depression  in  gold  mining. 

Eight  copper  mines  were  operated  in  .Alaska  in  1919, 
producing  alK)ut  44,899,900  lb.,  A'aluecI  at  8, .599, 099  clols. 
The  production  in  1918  was  99. 22-5, 999  lb.,  valued  at 
17,099.999  clols. 

Gold. 

The  value'  of  the  annual  outjmt  of  gold  declined  from 
16,709,990  clols.  in  1916,  to  9.999,990  clols.  in  1919. 

-Vlaska  'till  contains  large  rc'servc's  of  gold-bearing  gravels 
that  can  be  minc'd  profitably  when  tran.sportation  conditions 
are  im])roved.  and  the  report  adds  that  “the  most  im|iort- 
ant  event  of  the  year  for  the  future  in  mining  in  Alaska 
was  the  continuation  of  the  work  on  the  Government  rail¬ 
road  and  the  assurance  by  Congre.ssional  action  of  the 
money  needed  to  conijdete  the  line.” 

As  a  by-]ircHluct  to  gold  and  co])|)er  mining,  .599,999 
ounces  of  silver  and  890  tons  of  lead  were  mined  during  the 
▼ear. 

The  value  of  the  gold  miuod  in  .Alaska  from  1889  to  1919 
is  placcM  at  437,499.099  dols. 
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JAPAN. 

COTTON  INDUSTRY  DEVELOPMENTS. 

(From  II. AI.  Com merciul  Secretary.) 

Yokohama. 

Spinning  companies  to  the  number  of  seventeen  have  been 
newly  tloated  or  are  shortly  to  be  established  in  the  Osaka 
district.  ^  The  aggregate  capital  of  these  concerns  will 
excc'cd  3.5,999,000  yen  and  the  number  of  spindles  at  their 
dispo.sal  will  be  over  180,(K.)0— the  figures  in  two  cases  being 
at  pre.sent  unknown,  “ 

I XC  RE  A  S  En  C  A  PI  T  A  1. 1 S  A  TI  ox . 

The  increase  in  the.  capital  of  spinning  and  other  com-. 
))anic‘s.  of  frecpient  occurrence  of  late,  is  invariablv  a 
capitalisation  of  profits,  -i.e.,  capital  is  increased  out  of 
jerofits  instead  of  increasing  the  dividend  rate.  The  spin¬ 
ning  companies  which  have  airc'ady  increasc'd  their  capital 
or  dc'cidc'd  to  do  .so  are  as  follow;  — 


Ohl 

New 

Last 

Capital. 

Capital. 

Dividend. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Per  cent. 

Dai  Nihon  . 

39,400.999 

■59,900,909 

61-9 

Tovo  . 

2.5.9(»().()(M) 

.59,(K)9.(MKl 

60-9 

Kurashiki  . 

7,500.099 

1.5,000,99(1 

60-9 

H  inode  . 

3,009,(K)9 

19,999.000 

25-9 

Ki'hiwada  . 

4.899.909 

9,600.909 

80-9 

I'ukushima  . 

4.999,(VK) 

8,009,090 

80-0 

Idzumi  . 

3,000, 0(K4 

0,000,090 

.50-9 

Spixxixo 

Companies’ 

Profits. 

The  average  dividend  of  26  cotton  spinning  companies 
during  the  three  years  1911-13  was  10-26  per  cent.  In  the 
following  four  years,  1914-17,  the  average  dividend  of  32 
such  companies  was  ^-22  per  cent.,  ivhile  the  average  divi¬ 
dend  of  33  fompauies  in  the  first  half  of  1918  was  .59-27  per 
cent. 

Pl  RCHASES  OF  AmERICAX  CoTTOX. 

.Japane.se  spinners  are  looking  foiward  to  jjioducing  the 
finer  counts  of  yarns  and  there  are  indications  that  they  are 
favouring  American  cotton  at  the  expense  of  other  growths. 

Betueen  1st  September,  1918,  and  20th  .July,  1919,  the 
amount  of  raw  cotton  imported  into  Japan  from  the  United 
States  totalled  744,448  bales  and  it  was  estimated  that  the 
aggregate  for  the  year  ended  31st  August  exceeds  750, 9(K) 
bales.  M-hile  it  was  considered  probable  that  this  would  be 
equalled  or  even  exceeded  in  the  year  1919-20. 

Imports  from  India  during  the  period  1st  September,  1918. 
20th  July,  1919,  amounted  to  (562,642  bales  and  from  China 
180.718  bales.  Cotton  from  Corea,  Egypt  and  mi.scellaneous 
sources  totalled  60,177  bales. 

Comparing  the  period  September  1918 — May,  1919  with 
that  of  Sejjtemljer,  1917 — May,  1918,  import  figures  show 
distinctly  the  tendency,  mentioned  above,  on  the  part  of  the 
Japanese  to  increase  their  supplies  of  American  cotton,  there 
being  an  expansion  of  117,602  bales  from  525,197  bales  in 
the  earlier  to  642,799  bales  in  the  later  period.  Accom¬ 
panying  this  increase  Mere  decreases  in  imports  of  Indian 
cotton  of  582,917  bales  from  1,131,823  Dales  to  548,906  bales 
and  of  Corean  staple  of  27,056  bales  from  39,156  to  12.109 
bales.  At  the  .‘^ame  time,  hoMever,  imports  of  Chinese 
groM  th  increased  170, .580  bales  from  2.54,869  bales  to  425,449 
bales. 

IxCREASED  VaI.FE  OF  CoTTOX  IMPORTS. 

Tile  average  annual  imports  of  cotton  rose  67, 103, .506  yen. 
or  35  per  cent,  in  value,  above  the  mean  established  in  the 
vears  1911-13  to  an  average  of  260.8.38,840  ven  for  the  vears 
j  1914-17. 

Cotton  Exports. 

.Japan  ex|torts  only  whipped  cotton  in  the  raw  state. 
'I'he  shipments  of  this  during  1911-13  averaged  7,952  piculs 
per  annum  valued  at  251,181  yen;  the  ensuing  four  years, 
1914-17  saw  the  average  annual  exjmrts  enlarged  to  12,938 
pietds  valued  at  415,661  yen.  There  was  still  a  decided  ten¬ 
dency  towards  furthe*r  increase  in  1917,  the  last  year  of  the 
latter  period,  shipments  then  amounting  to  13,699  piculs 
i ,  valueel  at  515,627  yen. 

I  The  principal  di'stinations  of  cotton  exported  from  Japan 
Were  China,  Kwangtung,  Asiatic  Russia  and  Hawaii. 

BrODITCTIOX  and  CoXSFAlPTlOX  OF  CoTTOX. 

The  average  annual  production  of  raw  cotton  in  Japan  is 
only  about  17.9(X1  piculs  or  -93  of  the  average  consumption 
of  6,838.009  piculs  per  annum  for  the  six  years  1912-17. 

The  Ri.se  ix  Cottox  Prices. 

Compart-d  with  the  average  of  the  quotations  ruling  in 
1913  for  the  principal  markets  .spot  prices  in  1917  showed 
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a  rise  of  rather  over  100  per  cent.  Values  continued  to 
advance  in  1918  and  the  average  price  of  spot  cotton  for  the 
l>eriod  January-August  for  that  year  was  150  per  cent,  above 
the  1913  level. 

Female  Operatives’  AVages. 

Enquiries  by  the  Department  of  Investigations  as  to  the 
wages  paid  by  22  cotton  spinning  c-ompanies  to  their  female 
operatives  show  that  while  in  1911  the  percentage  of  such 
who  obtained  less  than  50  sen  per  diem  was  85-6  of  the 
total  number  of  hands  employed,  this  has  decreased  to  39-3 
in  the  present  year.  The  percentage  of  operatives  receiving 
between  50  sen  and  1  yen  in  1914  was  only  14-2;  this  was 
increased  to  5(i’3  during  the  current  year. 

1.  viioi  u  Qlestio.vs  and  Profiteering. 

The  blaster  .''pinners  anxiously  watched  the  Labour  Con¬ 
ference  at  Wasliington  and  the  labour  situation  in  Japan. 
The  Government  lias  at  last  taken  deliniii'  steps  to  attc'inpt 
to  check  protiti'ering  by  the  abolition  of  the  duty  on  cotton 
vain  and  textiles  and  tiie  prohibition  of  the  export  of  cotton 
varn,  with  a  further  announcement  that  the  export  of 
cotton  textiles  may  also  be  prohibited.  'llie  continued 
shortage  of  plant  ordered  from  England  is  still  a  cause  of 
comiilaint,  especially  in  \  iew  of  the  prospective  abolition  of 
night  work. 

A  projiosal  for  cessation  of  night  work  hv  women  having 
been  formally  introduced  into  the  Female  Labour  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  lnt4>rnational  Labour  Conference,  it  is  probable 
that  a  resolution  will  be  passed  for  it  and  carried  into 
execution  on  the  lapse  of  tao  years  hence.  As  to  the  effect 
of  this  arrangement  on  cotton  spinning  in  this  country,  a 
cessation  of  diH'p  night  work  on  the  part  of  female  and 
juvenile  workers  has  been  anticipatixl.  In  eonsequence  of 
the  new  arrangement,  the  present  working  hours  (22)  will 
be  redmed  by  6  hours  to  IG  hour«,  as  a  result  of  which  it  is 
expiK-ted  that  proiluction  will  be  reduced  by  25  per  cent. 
As  a  remedy  against  this,  the  spinning  conijianies  have 
already  jdaced  orders  for  spinning  machines  in  foreign 
countries  aggregating  about  1,-500, 000  spindles;  it  is  hoped 
that  all  tliese  machines  will  bo  instanc'd  and  start  work  by 
the  end  of  the  period  of  grace  of  two  years. 

Anticipated  I.ncrease  of  Prodcction. 

Comiiared  with  the  jiresent  numlK'r  of  spindles  at  work — 
3,335,081  spindles — an  additional  instalment  of  l,500,0(i'i 
spindles  will  cause  an  increase  of  nearly  50  per  cent,  in 
production,  so  that  after  making  good  the  decrease  in  pro¬ 
duction  as  a  result  of  the  cessation  of  night  work,  it  is 
calculated  that  the  production  of  the  spinning  mills  in  this 
country  two  yeai’s  lienc'e  will  be  greater  than  it  is  now  by 
nearly  25  per  cent. 

Yarn  Octpit  and  the  WaH. 

The  production  of  cotton  yarn  during  the  three  years 
before  the  war,  1911-13,  avera'ged  1,333,152  bales;  this  was 
increasc'd  to  a  mean  of  1,8US,9G7  bales  for  the  three  years 
1914-17,  thus  representing  an  average  increase  of  475,814 
bales,  or  3t)  per  cent.  The  output  of  the  last  year,  1917, 
was  1,923,842  1>ales,  an  increase  of  590,690  bales  on  the 
1911-13  RA'crage. 

War-Time  Yarn  E.xports. 

Exports  of  cotton  yarn  during  the  four  years  1914-17 
averaged  516,110  bales  valued  at  82,624,403  yen,  an  increase 
in  volume  of  159,583  bales,  or  45  per  cent.,  and  in  value  of 
27,660,545  yen,  or  50  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  the  aver¬ 
age  shipments  of  the  three  years  1911-13.  The  1917  exports 
sliowed  increases  of  24  per  cent,  in  bulk  and  97  per  cent, 
in  value  on  the  same  comparison,  there  being  a  decrease  of 
14  per  cent  in  quantity  and  an  increase  of  3l  per  cent,  in 
value  as  compared  with  the  three  prexeding  years  1914-16. 

Before  the  war  86  per  cent,  of  the  total  exports  went  to 
China,  who  continued  to  take  83  per  cent,  on  average  dur¬ 
ing  1914-17,  though  the  proportion  declined  to  80  per  cent,  in 
the  last  year  of  the  latter  period. 

Yarn  Imports. 

The  small  imports  of  cotton  yarn  during  the  years  imme¬ 
diately  preceding  the  war  were  reduced  by  59  per  cent,  in 
quantity  (978  bales)  and  by  50  per  cent,  in  value  (295,476 
yen)  for  the  aAcrage  of  the  four  years  1915-18. 

Yarn  Consumption. 

An  estimate  of  the  average  consumption  of  cotton  yarn 
per  annum  during  1911-13  places  it  at  9-58,595  bales  with  an 
estimated  increa.se  to  a  mean  of  1,288,686  bales  per  annum 
for  1914-17. 

Textile  Exports. 

The  recent  prohibition  of  exjiort  of  yarn  of  20  counts  and 
under  will  not  have  much  effect  in  checking  the  inordinate 
rise  in  the  price  of  cotton  yarn  and  textiles.  As  regards 
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the  export  of  cotton  textiles,  the  figure  rose  from  yen 
97,000,000  in  1916  to  yen  154,000,000  in  1917,  and  further  to 
yen  273,OlKJ,000  in  1918.  There  has  been  a  gradual  increase 
in  the  quantity  shipped.  The  countries  to  which  cotton 
textiles  are  chiefly  exported  are  China,  British  India,  and 
Russian  Asia. 

The  chief  items  of  export  during  1918  were:  — 

Y'ards. 

Raiv  cotton  and  raw  sheeting  .  359,072,000 

Twilled  cotton  .  235,469,000 

Imitation  nankeens  .  77,421,000 

T  Cloth  .  68]972io00 

Bleached  calico  ami  bleached  sheeting  59,509, 0(X) 

Printed  cotton  .  38,016,000 

BEl.GILM. 

POSITION  OF  THK  FLAX  INDUSTRY. 

{I'rom  II. M.  Vue-Con^ul.) 

Ghent. 

A  report  on  the  flax  industry,  stated  to  be  the  result  of 
an  enquiry  in.'tituted  by  the  Ministere  des  affaires 
economiques,  is  given  in  “La  Flandre  Liberale.” 

In  1914  twenty-eight  mills  spinning  flax  and  flax  tow  with 
machinery,  this  reiiort  states,  were  in  activity  in  Belgium, 
Four  of  these  mills  were  completely  dastroyed  during  the 
war,  but  it  is  intended  to  reconstruct  three  of  them  at^ome 
luture  date,  while  the  fourth  will  probably  not  be  recon¬ 
structed. 

Work  was  l>egun  again  in  the  flax  mills  in  Ufarch,  1919, 
and  in  Augu.st  all  mills,  except  the  four  referred  to  above' 
were  jiartially  working.  Production  is  restricted  through 
lack  of  raw  material. 

In  1895  flax  was  cultivated  in  Belgium  over  36,500 
hectares.  In  1919  only  25,000  hectares  were  cultivated. 
This  deficit  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  certain  land 
in  est  Flanders,  w  here  the  cultivation  of  flax  is  chiefly 
carried  on,  could  not  be  exploited  during  the  war.  Before 
the  war  the  larger  part  of  the  flax  consumed  in  Belgium 
was  imported  from  Russia.  At  the  present  time  flax  is  un¬ 
obtainable  from  Russia,  and  presumably  several  years  will 
elapse  before  Russia  will  be  in  a  position  to  supply  the 
spinners.  It  should  also  be  liorne  in  mind  that  foreign 
buy'ers  have  been  enabled,  thanks  to  the  rate  of  exchange 
in  Belgium,  to  compete  with  Belgian  si>inners  in  buying 
Belgian  flax,  and  now  that  the  Belgian  frontier  is  closed 
to  the  exjKut  of  flax,  smuggling  takes  place  on  a  large 
scale. 

In  1914  there  were  329,-560  spindles  working  in  Belgium. 
At  the  pre-sent  time  103,166  spindles  are  in  activity  out  of 
a  total  capacity  of  311,000.  The  production  of  the  Belgi,an 
spinners  before  the  war  amounti'd  to  3,.30f),000  packets  of 
three  bundles. 

The  number  of  peoph-  eni])loyed  before  the  war  in  the 
flax  spinning  industrv  in  Belgium  was  alM)ut  16,0t)0.  whereas 
at  the  present  time  it  is  9, -500. 


S\MTZEHLAND. 

EXPORTS  OF  EMBROIDERY. 

{From  II. M.  Commercial  Seeretary.) 

Bernb. 

The  exports  of  Sw  iss  (St.  Gall)  embroidered  goods,  which 
constitute  the  princij>al  commodity  of  Swiss  commerce 
with  foreign  countries,  improved  steadily  in  the  latter 
months  of  1919.  Although  the  first  six  months  were  not 
favourable  to  the  industry  owing  to  difficulties  of  transit 
across  Germany  to  northern  countries,  the  uncertain  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  area  of  the  former  Central  Empires,  and  the 
disorganisation  of  the  foreign  exchange's,  the  third  quarter 
brought  a  considerable  improvement;  and  the  figures  for  the 
last  three  months,  though  still  unknown,  promise  to  be  highly 
satisfactory. 

The  nine  months  (-lanuary-September)  show'  an  increase  in 
value  of  -53  per  cent.,  and  in  quantity  of  70  per  cent.,  over 
the  corresponding  period  of  1918.  A  great  quantity  of  em¬ 
broidery  has  been  sent  to  Germany,  Austria,  Poland, 
Galicia,  Serbia,  and  Roumania.  This  alone  represents  a 
round  sum  of  160,000,rK)0  francs.  The  statement  that  a 
numl>er  of  exjKirting  firms  obtained  whole  or  partial  payment 
therefor  in  the  form  of  eggs,  furniture,  and  various  other 
kinds  of  goods  is  noted  in  the  press. 

The  total  of  embroidery  exports  for  1918  amounted  to 
283-2  million  francs  in  value,  and  to  89,000  ewts.  in  weight. 
It  is  thought  that  for  1919  the  total  value  of  embroidery  ex¬ 
ports  will  surpass  400  million  francs,  and  the  weight  amount 
to  from  160,04)0  to  180,000  cwt. 


Fkbruary  26,  1920. 
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Customs  {Regulations  and 
Tariff  Changes. 

BRITISH  EMPIRE. 


UNITED  KINGDOM. 


CERTIFICATES  OF  ORIGIN  FOR  CEYLON  TEA.  i 

The  Board  of  Customs  and  Excise  have  given  instructions  { 
that  in  the  case  of  invoices  respecting  blends  of  various  i 
Ceylon  teas,  or  of  teas  purchased  from  a  number  of  different  ! 
gardens,  the  insertion  of  the  grower’s  or  producer’s  name 
in  the  schedule  to  the  Form  of  Certificate  of  Origin  may  bo 
M'aivcd.  The  Board  will  instead  accept  a  statement  of  the 
actual  circumstances,  e.g.,  “Blended  from  teas  grown  on 
Ceylon  Estates,”  or  “Teas  grown  on  Ceylon  Estates  bought 
at  auction  in  Colombo  on - (date).” 

This  arrangement  is  subject  to  the  understanding  that 
(iis  required  by  the  Form  of  Certificate  of  Origin)  the  person 
who  signs  the  Certificate  has  the  means  of  knowing  the  truth  | 
of  the  statements  to  which  he  certifies.  i 


CANADA. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  MACHINES  FOR  THE 
MANUFACTURE  OF  WOOLLEN  TEXTILES. 

It  is  stated  in  Appraisers’  Bulletin  N^o.  20G0,  dated  1st 
January,  1920,  which  has  been  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Custom.s,  Canada,  that  until  otherwise  advised  the  follow¬ 
ing  machines,  specially  adapted  for  use  in  the  manufacture 
of  woollen  textile  fabrics,  may  be  entered  under  Tariff  Item 
IbS,  viz. :  — 

.Shake  willow’  or  wool  waste  duster. 

I)u>iter  willow  machines. 

Kicker  fulling  mills. 

Bag  dusters 
Warping  machines. 

Wool  opener  and  mixer, 
rsoajiing  and  wringing  machines. 

Dyeing  machines  of  all  kinds. 

Drum  spool  winders  and  pressure  drum  spoid  winders. 
Yarn  riH-l,  with  counting  motion. 

Dead  spindle  spooler  and  lK)bbin  stand. 

Spooling  and  doubling  machines. 

Fenrnaught  pickers. 

Ring  twisters. 

The  follow  ing  are  considered  to  be  of  a  class  or  kind  made 
in  Canada;  — 

Galashiels  fulling  mills. 

Cloth  washing  machines. 

Card  creels. 

Cntil  otherwise  advised,  the  following  knitting  machines 
may  be  classified  under  Tariff  Item  It'S  as  I>eing  of  a  class 
or  kind  not  made  in  Canada:  — 

Spring  needle  knitting  maebines  of  all  kinds. 

Flat  or  parallel  bed  knitting  machines. 

Circular  racking  machines. 

Stop  motions  for  knitting  maebines. 

Pineapple  toque  or  sweater  machines. 

Full  automatic  hosiery  machines. 

All  circular  latch-needlo  knitting  machines  with 
cylindt'rs  and  dials  over  Sin.  in  diameter. 

The  following  machines  are  considered  dutiable  under 
Tariff  Item  4.>.3,  as  being  of  a  class  or  kind  made  in 
■Canada :  — 

All  ordinary  circular  latch-needle  knitting  machines, 
which  perform  functions  similar  to  knitting  machines 
made  in  Canada,  with  cylinders  and  ilials  up  to  and 
including  Sin.  diameter,  as  used  in  the  pro<liKtion  of 
plain,  ribbed,  honey-combed,  tucked,  or  half  car<ligan 
and  full  cardigan  work. 

Txiopers  of  all  kinds  up  to  and  including  IR  pm'nts  to 
the  inch. 

Semi-automatic  hosiery  machines. 

Hand  hosiery  maebines. 

Cylintlers  and  dials  of  all  classes  and  sizes  suilnble  for 
use  ou  all  kinds  of  circular  latch-needlo  knitting 
machines. 

The  present  Bulletin  is  issued  in  substitution  of  Bulletin 
Vo.  2d0^.  which  is  now’  cancelled. 


CUSTOMS  REGULATIONS  AND  TARIFF  CH.\NGES 

— continued. 


EGYPT. 

RESTRICTIONS  ON  IMPORTATION  OF  GOLD: 
PROCLA.MATION  CANCELLED. 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  information, 
through  the  Foreign  Office,  that  the  Proclamation  imposing 
restrictions  on  the  importation  of  gold  into  Egypt  has  been 
cancelled  by  a  Proclamation  issued  on  29th  January. 


NEW  ZEALAND. 


TRADE  WITH  CZECHO-SLOVAKIA,  ETC. 

Copy  of  a  telegram  from  the  Governor-General  of  New 
Zealand  has  been  received  through  the  Colonial  Office  stating 
that^  the  (lovernment  of  New  Zealand  has  decided  to  dis¬ 
continue  the  re.strictions  ou  trade  with  Czecho-Slovakia, 
Poland,  and  the  Serbo-Croat-Slovene  State. 


PROHIBITIONS  OF  IMPORTATION  REVOKED. 

By  an  Order-in-Council,  dated  2tth  November,  1919,  the 
undermentioned  Orders-in-Council  are  revoked  which  pro¬ 
hibited  the  importation  of  certain  goods  into  New  Zealand, 
viz. : — 

Order-in-Council,  dated  IGth  August,  1916,  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  klepalo  (cream  of  tartar  substi¬ 
tute). 

Order-in-Council,  dated  27th  November,  1916,  prohibit¬ 
ing  the  importation  of  Sanatogen. 

Order-in-Council,  dated  18th  December,  1916,  prohibit¬ 
ing  the  importation  of  gas  mantles  manufactured  in 
or  exported  from  any  jilace  other  than  the  United 
Kingdom  or  a  British  Pos.session. 


RATES  OF  EXCHANGE. 

The  Board  of  Trade  has  been  informed  by  the  High  Com- 
niissioner  for  X’ew  Zealand  that  the  Customs  X’otification 
respecting  the  rates  of  exchange  operative  from  1st 
February,  1920,  particulars  of  which  were  published  on 
page  772  of  the  “Journal”  of  18th  December,  1919,  has 
been  cancelled. 

The  High  Commissioner  states  that  the  Comptroller  of 
Customs  in  Wellington  has  now  cabled  to  the  New  Zealand 
Customs  Department  Resident  Agent  in  the  United  King- 
flom  that  exchange  will  remain  on  the  former  basis,  i.e.,  at 
officially  fixed  standard  rates,  which  (except  for  British 
Indial  may  be  regarded  as  equivalent  to  normal  pre-war 
commerciai  rates. 


FOREIGN. 


FRANCE. 

EXPORT  OF  COTTON  AND  WOOLLEN  RAGS 
PROHIBITED. 

A  French  Presidential  Decree  of  16lh  I'ebruary,  published 
in  the  “Journal  Officiel”  for  22nd  February,  prohibits, 
except  under  licence  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  the  export 
and  the  re-export  (after  warehousing,  transit,  or  tranship¬ 
ment)  from  France  of  neir  cotton  rnqx  (cUpjiinqx,  cuttings, 
ctr.).  and  woollen  rags  (Tariff  X’o.  167  and  ex  No.  23). 


FRANCE  (Martinique). 


DUTY-FREE  IMPORTATION  OF  CATTLE  TO 
BE  CONTINUED. 

By  virtue  of  a  local  Arrcte  of  24th  December,  1915,  the 
importation  of  oxen,  cows,  bullocks  and  heifers  into  Mar¬ 
tinique  during  the  war  was  permitted  free  of  Customs  duty. 

Un<h  r  the  provisions  of  a  Law  of  14th  August,  1915,  this 
Arrete  was  to  have  been  withdrawn  six  months  alter  the 
signature  of  peace.  In  view,  however,  of  the  continued 
diunands  for  meat  which  have  been  occasioned,  infer  alia, 
by  the  concentration  of  troops  at  Martinique,  it  has  been 
found  necessarv.  in  order  to  maintain  a  reasonable  price 
for  butchers’  meat,  to  take  steps  to  encourage  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  cattle.  \  Presidential  Decree,  dated  18th  January, 
has  accordingly  been  published  in  the  “Journal  Officiel 
(Parisl  for  8th  February,  providing  for  the  duty-free 
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importation  into  Martinique  of  tlie  living  animals  covered 
Ijv  the  following  Tariff  headings:  — 

Tariff  Nos.  Animals. 

4  and  0  Oxen,  bulls. 

8  Cows. 

7  and  8  Steers,  bullocks,  and  heifers. 

GERMANY. 

I’RUHIBITION  OF  THE  EXPORTATION  OF 
MACHINERY,  ELECTRO-TPXHNICAL  PRO 
DUCTS  AND  VEHICLES  AND  VESSELS. 

The  ‘‘Deutscher  Reichsanzeiger”  of  9th  February  contains 
a  Proclamation  of  5th  February,  which  supersedes  all  pre¬ 
vious  Pnxlanvitions  relating  to  the  export  of  goods  of 
Category  XV'III  of  the  Tariff,  and  prohibits  the  ex]x)rta- 
tion.  except  under  licence,  of  machinery,  electro-teclinical 
products,  and  vehicles  and  vessels  (Category  X\  III  of  the 
German  Customs  Tariff),  with  the  exception  of  the  following 
goods,  the  exportation  of  which  is  allowed  without  licence:  — 

No.  in  German 

Statistical  Index.  G(>ods. 

Spare  parts  for  machinery  specified  below,  ex- 
j)orted  separately  in  ))arcels  not  exceeding  25 
kilogs  net  weight:  — 

fx  893  .8tt'am  hK-omotives.  steam  rollers,  traction 

engines  (not  including  those  for  motor 
ploughs). 

ex  894  Steam  engines,  strain  and  gas  turbines. 

_  hydra'ulie  machinery,  combustion  and 

exj)losive  motors,  blast  furnace  gas  ; 
motors.  hot-air  and  compre.ssed-air 
motors,  and  other  motive-power 
machinery  (except  electro-motors)  electric 
locomotives  and  motor  machines  for 
])longh.s,  wind-driven  motors,  hoisting 
gear  workesl  by  mechanical  or  animal 
power,  stationary.  transnortable.  or 
floating  cranes,  steam  engines  with 
dynamos,  jtumps,  freezing  machines, 
hoisting  machines,  dredges,  and  jiile- 
driviiig  machines. 

(X  90*2  Finishing  (dressing)  machines,  maihines 

for  laundrv  and  chemical  cleaning, 
machines  and  parts  of  machines  combined 
with  card  clothing,  machines  for  the  pre- 
paratoiy  processes  for  the  working-up  of 
and  for  the  spinning  of  silk  and  wmil. 
weaving  looms  (also  shafting  and 
Jacquard  appliances  for  same),  curtain, 
lace  and  tulle-making  machines,  knitting 
frames,  embroidering  machines  (except 
hand  machines). 

ex  905  Motor  jiloughs  and  mowing  machines. 

threshing  machines,  milk-skimming 
machines,  sowing  macliines.  ha.v-tnrning 
machines,  hav.  straw,  etc.,  presses, 
f<Klder-cho])ping  machines,  chaff-cutting 
machines  and  butter-making  machines, 
rough  grinding  mills,  lawn  mowers,  and 
other  agricultural  machines,  machines  for 
cleaning  and  separating  corn,  legumes, 
rice  and  oil  seeds. 

ex  900  Fire  ensrincs,  pumps  to  be  worked  by  men 

Or  animals,  machines  for  working  metal, 
wood  or  stone,  steam  and  hydraulic  forc¬ 
ing  presses,  riveting  macliines.  and 
mechanical  hammers,  brewing  machines 
and  appliances,  maltinsr  machines,  dis¬ 
tilling  machines  and  appliances,  machines 
and  apjiliances  for  the  sugar  industrv. 
machines  for  corn  mills,  wood  pulp  and  | 
paper-making  machinerv.  pumping  i 
machincrv  for  mines,  etc.,  freezing  i 
machines,  hoisting  machines,  machines  | 
for  book  binding,  jiasteboard  and  paper  | 
ware  manufacture,  machines  for  sorting.  j 
washing,  crushing,  and  moulding  of  coal, 
ores  and  stones,  blowing  machines.  | 
exhausters,  ventilating  machines,  venti-  j 
lators.  machines  for  the  leather  and  shoe  | 
industries,  machines  for  the  lime.  loam, 
clav.  cement,  etc.,  industries,  mechanical  | 
presses  for  books,  printing,  lithograpliv,  | 
photo  engraving,  plate  printing,  etc..  | 
and  other  liook-printing  machines,  other  | 
machines  pot  speciallv  mentioned.  I 
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No.  in  German 

Statistical  Index.  Good.s. 

ex  892—3  Steam  locomotives  for  passengers  or  goods. 

traffic  used  by  the  public  companies  or  in  the 
frontier  traffic,  and  spare  part<i  tliereof. 

ex  895— 89(,  l>arts  of  sewing  machines,  crank-embroidering 
machines,  knitting  machines.  netting 
machines,  in  parcels  up  to  5  kilogs  net 
weight. 

ex  89(  Parts  of  .stands  for  sewing,  crank-embroiflering, 

knitting,  and  netting  machines,  including 
table  tops  or  tables  belonging  thereto,  in 
parcels  up  to  25  kilogs  net  weight. 

ex  907  Spare  parts  for  electrical  machines,  except 

armatures  and  collectors. 

ex  910  Arc  lamps  (exeejjt  specially  constructed  lamps 
for  cinematographs),  quicksilver  vainnir 
lamps,  quartz  and  similar  lamps.  Complete 
ca.ses  for  these  lamps  combined  uith  glass 
globes  covered  with  network  or  not.  parts  of 
arc  lamps  (except  specially  constructed  lamps 
for  cinematographs  and  except  carbonsl. 

ex  912  Electric  appliances  for  heating  and  cooking. 

heating  lamps  (not  combined  with  platinum 
or  goldl,  and  parts  of  such  articles. 

ex  913-  910  Vehicles  for  passenger  and  goods  traffic  us,.d  hr 
public  comnanies  or  in  the  frontier  trade,  and 
span'  jiarts  for  such. 

ex  917  Passenger  carriages  (except  those  pronellcd  bv 

hand  or  foot)  in  the  rough,  not  for  the  use  of 
invalids  nor  for  war  punK>ses,  with  tuo  nr 
three  wheels;  passenger  sledges  (except  hand 
sledges) :  passenger  carriages  (excluding 

hand  carriages^,  with  four  wheels,  with  four 
or  more  fixed  seats. 

Passenger  carriages  intended  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  motor  cars  without  chassis,  motor  and 
wheels. 

Spare  jiarts  for  above  carriages  and  those  men¬ 
tioned  in  No.  918.  exnorted  separatclv  and 
not  included  under  other  Tariff  Nos. 

918  Goods  v'lis.  transport  sledges  (excluding  those 

lironelled  bv  band  or  foot),  not  f<'r  invalids' 
use  nor  for  war  purposes. 

992  Pivev  and  lake  pleasure  craft. 

ex  923  Rowing  boats  and  other  small  Itoat^  exclusivelv 

for  passoporer  traffic. 


ROl  MANTA. 

ESTABLISHME-\T  OF  OFFICES  FOR  THE 
CONTROL  OF  COMMERCE  IN  THE  NEW 
PROVINCES. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt  of  copy  of  a  Decision 
of  the  Boumaiiian  Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industry, 
dated  25th  December  la.st  and  published  in  the  “^lonitoriil 
Oficial”  of  30th  December. 

.4r(.  1  of  the  Decision  establishes  in  the  New  Provinces  of 
Transylvania,  the  Bucovina  and  Bessarabia,  for  the  better 
application  of  the  laws  and  regulations  affecting  import, 
export,  and  internal  commerce.  Regional  Directions 
situated  at  Clui,  Czernovitz,  and  Kisinev,  which  shall 
operate  under  the  instructions  and  with  the  authority  of 
the  General  Direction  of  Commerce  of  the  Ministry  of 
Industrv  and  Commerce. 

Export.s. 

.Irt.  VTI  prohibits  the  exportation  of  cereals  and  all  lieans 
until  further  order.  The  Regional  Directions  mav  authorise 
the  exjmrtation  of  other  goods  in  return  for  lei  or  goods 
necessary  for  the  country. 

Imports. 

The  importation  of  goods  is  subject  to  the  regulation'  of 
the  Decrei'-Law,  No.  29(59 '19,  of  10th  Jid.v.  1919,  which 
formed  the  subject  of  a  notice  on  pages  314-31(5  of  the 
“Board  of  Trade  .Tournal”  of  4tli  F^ptember  last.  The 
Regional  Directions  possess  the  same  powers  a^  tlie  .Alinistry 
of  Commerce  and  Industry  in  all  that  concerns  import 
lieeiiees,  etc. 

1ntkrn.\i.  Commerce. 

.iit.  VITI  provides  that  the  circulation  of  goods  in  the 
interior  of  the  country  between  a  new  Roumanian  Province 
and  the  Old  Kingdom  shall  not  be  subject  to  any  restriction 
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if  tli<‘  goods  are  purchased  hy  a  recognised  official  body. 
Private  transactions,  however,  remain  subject  to  the  regula¬ 
tions  in  force  in  each  of  the  New  Province.-^. 


I  NITEU  STATES  OE  AMERICA. 


CUXVElISiOX  OF  FOKEIOX  CFllEEXCY. 

W  ith  reference  to  the  notice  at  I'age  of)  of  the  “Board 
of  Trade  Journal'’  for  ytli  January  respecting  Consular 
certificates  ot  currency  depreciation  in  respect  of  goods 
sliipped  to  tlio  United  States,  tlie  Hoard  of  Trade  are  in 
receipt,  tlirougli  tlie  Foreign  Office,  of  information  to  the 
effect  that  the  provision  of  tlie  Act  of  i894,  under  which 
no  allowance  ivas  made  in  reducing  the  currency  of  the 
invoice  to  United  States  currency  unless  the  certified 
depreciation  attainc'd  H)  pc*r  cent.,  is  no  longer  operative. 
Under  existing  ri'gulations  currency  deprc'cialion,  as  certi¬ 
fied  liy  the'  United  .States  Consul,  is  taken  into  account  in 
converting  the  invoice  value  of  the  goods,  regardless  of  the 
amount  of  depreciation  indicated  in  the  certificate. 


PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 

A.MEXDMEXT  OF  TARIFF  REEATIXO  TO 
BOATS  AXD  OTHER  WATER’  URAF'l'. 

The*  Hoard  of  Trade'  have  rt'ceived  copy  of  an  Act  which 
was  jiassecl  fiy  the  Philippine'  RegiNlature  earlv  last  vear, 
and  which  became  effective  on  21th  Xovembe-r  last,  on  noti¬ 
fication  of  its  approval  by  the  President  of  the  t'nited 
States. 

The  .Vet  amends  paragrajih  2(M)  of  the  Customs  Tariff  of 
the  F*hilipi>ine  Islands  so  as  to  road  as  follows:  — 

“Boats,  launches,  lighters,  and  othi>r  ivater  craft,  set  up 
or  knocked  down,  importc'd  into  the  Philipiiine  Islands,  and 
cost  cf  repair-  made  in  foreign  countries  to  ve-sels,  or  to  parts 
thereof,  cloc-umented  for  the  Philippine  coastwise  trade  amt 
plying  usually  in  Pliilippine  waters,  and  for  which  repairs 
aciecpiatc'  facilities  arc*  afforch-d  in  the  Philijipine  Islands, 
fifty  ]>er  centum  (id  vtdorrrii,  until  Itirenihn-  thirtji-flrxf, 
•niihrfcen  hundtrd  (ind  ficentji-fonr;  f)r('tif(i-firr  per  centum 
<id  ndnrem  on  und  after  .Tauuani  firxt.  nineteen  hundred 
and  tirentfi-fire. 

“Provided,  that  ui«>n  proof  sitisfactory  to  the  Collcntor 
of  Customs  that  adecpiate  facilities  arc*  not  afforded  in  tlie 
Pliilipjiine  I-lands  for  such  repairs,  .so  that  the  irnrl-  enn- 
vnt  he  done  there  reasannhlif,  cronainicalh),  and  udthln  n 
renxnnalde  time,  in  the  fudejinent  af  said  t'altectar,  such 
repairs  shall  he  subjc'ct  to  the  proi  isions  of  paragrajih  three 
hundred  and  fortv-edght  of  this  Act*:  and 

“Provided  furthc'r  that  if  the  on  iier  or  master  <if  siic-h 
vessel  shall  furnish  evidence  satisfactory  to  the'  Collector 
of  Customs  that  'Uch  vessel  while  in  the  rc'gular  course  of 
her  voyatre  -was  compelled  by  strc'ss  of  wc-ather  or  other 
casualty  to  ]uit  into  a  foreign  jiort  or  place  and  make  such 
repairs  to  securi'  the  safety  of  th<'  \  es.s<'l,  or  to  enable  her 
to  return  to  the  Philippine'  Ulaiids.  such  dutv  slmll  not  he 
imposed  :  and 

“Provided  further,  that  furnishings,  store's  and  siijiplies. 
not  otherwise  provided  for.  juirchased  abroad  and  im]iorted 
in  such  vessel,  shall  be  dutiable  under  the  corresponding 
paragraphs  of  this  .Vet. 

“The  exiu’ession  ‘inijMirtc'cl  into  the  Philippine  Islands’ 
shall  be  held  to  mean  ‘brought  into  the  itirisdictional  waters 
of  the  Philijijiine  Islands  in  nr  on  another  vessel,  or  towed 
therein  by  another  vessel  (except  when  becalnic'd  or  disabled 
at  seal,  ns  distinguished  from  coming  into  said  Islands  under 
the  craft's  own  steam,  sail,  nr  other  motive  power.’  ” 

The  amendments  introduced  into  the'  above  paragraph  by 
the  present  .Vet  are  indicated  in  italics. 

*Paragrai)h  348  of  the  Ciistom.s  Tariff  of  the  Philipitine 
Islands  provides  that  the  re]tairs  mentioned  therc'in  sinill 
be  free  from  cluty. 


PROPOSED  TAPIFF  CHANGES. 


ARGENTINE  REPTTPLTC. 


PBOPOSEB  MODTFirATTOXS  OF  OT’STOMS 
TARIFF  LAW. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  receipt,  through  the  Foreign 
Office,  of  tc'legraphic  information  from  II. ^I.  Minister  at 
Buenos  .Vires,  to  the  effc'ct  that  the  .Vrgc'iitine  Chamber  of 
Deputies  has  passed  H  Bill  nliich  nrovides  for  certain 
modifications  of  the  Customs  T.iriff  Raw.  These  amend- 


meats,  if  approved  by  tlie  Senate,  will  come  into 
1st  April  next:  — 

The  principal  alteration-  juoposed  are  -hown 

Presi'iit 

Rate 

Articles.  of  Duty. 

Per  cent. 

.Silk  aonari'l  .  4(1 

force  about 

below  :  — 
ProiMJsed 
Rate 
of  Duty. 
Per  cent, 
oil 

Furs  . 

....  4(1 

0(1 

Feathers  . . 

•)A 

od 

Articles  of  ivory,  tortoiseshell  and 
mother-of-iiearl  .  20 

oO 

...  2o 

40 

. . .  2o 

40 

...  2-) 

3(1 

. . .  2o 

3(4 

2o 

20 

D 

2(4 

20 

...  lu 

Pickles  .  . 

Per  kilog. 

.  lOcts. 

Per  kilog. 
30  cts. 

(gold) 
lo  cts. 

(gold) 
50  cts. 

(gold) 
Per  cent. 
...  oO 

(gold) 
Per  cent. 
25 

...  2o 

15 

...  2o 

2o 

15 

10 

...  2'') 

10 

...  2') 

5 

...  2'') 

5 

1  R'> 

t  5 

•  •  ■  1  •2.) 

/ 

Steel  in  bars,  plates  and  .sheets  . 

..  2(1 

free. 

Iron,  in  ingots,  bprs,  plates,  and  sheets 

o 

...  2o 

free. 

free. 

free. 

...  2o 

free. 

Industrial  and  agricultural  machinery 

f  a 
•  (  2o 

1  free. 

[XoTK. — The  values  on  which  these  percentage  duties  are 
levied  are  those  specific'd  in  the  official  Valuation  Tariff 
In  the  case'  of  goods  not  included  in  the  Valuation  Tariff, 
the  basis  for  duty  is  the  appraised  value.] 

The  additional  duty  of  2  per  cent,  ad  valorem  levied  on  all 
articles  sidiject  to  duty  under  the  Tariff  Raw.  at  rates  vary¬ 
ing  from  10  jier  cent,  to  20  jier  cent,  inclusive,  is  proposed 
to  be  aboli.shecl.  but  the  additional  tax  of  7  per  cent,  ad 
vfdnrem,  wliicdi  is  levied  on  articles  paying  20  per  cent,  or 
more,  is  to  be  maintained  in  force. 


JUGO-SLA\  lA. 


POSSIBLE  PROTIIBITIOX  OF  IMPORT  OF 
ARTICLES  OF  LUXURY. 

.Vccording  to  information  which  has  ben'll  receivc'cl  from 
H.M.  Minister  at  Belgrade,  there  js  a  possibility  that  the 
Government  of  the  Serb-Croat-Slovene  State  (Jugo-Slavia) 
may  take  steps  in  the  near  future  to  restrict  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  “articles  of  luxury,”  comprising  such  goods  as  silks, 
scents,  expensive  soaps,  and  other  toilet  articles. 

Particulars  of  anv  measure  of  this  kind  which  may  be 
adopted  will  be  published  in  this  “Journal’’  as  soon  as  in¬ 
formation  is  received  at  the  Board  of  Trade. 


UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

PROPOSED  IMPORT  DUTIES  OX 
GRAPHITE. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  in  reneipt  of  a  copy  of  a  Bill, 
which  was  introduced  bv  ^Ir.  Fordnev  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  8th  January,  and  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Ways  and  Means,  jiroviding  for  the  imposition 
of  Customs  duties  on  crude  crystalline  graphite  ores,  lump 
and  chip  crvstalline  graphite,  flake  crystalline  graphite, 
crude  concentrates  and  refined  flake,  and  all  other  products 
and  compounds  containing  graphite,  advanced  by  manufac¬ 
turing  bi'vond  the  stage  of  crude  ore. 

.V  co|iv  of  the  Bill  mav  be  seen  bv  British  traders 
interested  at  the  Enouirv  Room  of  tiie  Department  of  Over- 
.sea  s  Trade.  So,  Old  Queen  Street.  London.  S.M.l. 
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Openings  for  British  Tiade. 


[N'OTICE  TO  .MANEFATTUHEHS  AM)  EXPOItTEItS. 
— iJritish  firmx  rray  obtain  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
prrsons  or  firms  referred  to  in  the  following  notiees  of 
"Openings''  by  applying  to  the  Departmerit  of  Overseas 
Tiade,  and  quoting  the  specific  reference  number  and 
country. 

In  cases  of  doubt  or  difficulty  in  regard  to  restrictions  on 
trading,  reference  should  be  made  personally  or  by  lettei 
to  the  Dejxirtment  of  Ocerseas  Trade  (iJevelopment  and 
Intelligence),  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  London,  S-U’.  1. 

f 'Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to 
the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  except  where  otheru-ist 
stated. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  0\'ERSEAS  TRADE. 

FACILITIES  OFFERED  TO  BRITISH  TRADERS. 

Tile  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  has  at  its  command  an 
e^xtensive^  Over.seas  Intelli3[ence  system,  which  comprises  the 
Commercial,  Diplomatic  and  Con-sular  Serv’ices  in  Foreign  coun¬ 
tries  and  Trade  Commissioners  and  Imperial  Trade  Cor¬ 
respondents  in  the  Empire. 

From  this  Intelligence  St'rvice  information  on  all  subjects  of 
commercial  interest  is  received  at  the  Department,  where  it  is 
collated  and  clas^if^od  in  a  form  convenient  for  reference,  and 
is  available  to  any  British  trader  upon  personal  or  written  ap- 
jilication  to  the  Department,  at  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  West¬ 
minster,  Ixuidon,  S.W.l. 

1  he  information  at  the  di.'posal  of  the  Department  is  of  a 
widely  varied  nature,  and  includes  such  matter?  .as  tlie  following  : 
Sourci's  of  supply,  jirices,  etc.,  of  trade  products;  Foreign  and 
Coloniil  contracts  open  to  tender:  openings  for  British  trade 
abound:  general  condi'.ions  prevailing  in  overseas  markets: 
demand  for  particular  articles  abroad ;  nature  and  extent  of 
competition,  and  sugge.-tions  for  meeting  it ;  methods  of  distribu¬ 
tion  and  marketing;  credit  conditions,  terms  of  payment,  etc., 
abroad  ;  f  rms  at  home  engaged  in  particular  lines  of  business  ; 
Foreigi.  and  Colonial  importers  of  British  goods;  firm.s  or  in¬ 
dividuals  considered  suitab'e  to  act  as  rep’-esentatives  or  agent.' 
for  British  firms.  Foreign  and  Colonial  Tariff  atid  Customs 
regukitions ;  statistics  of  Import  or  Export;  forms  of  Certificates 
of  Origin ;  regulation ;  concerning  commercial  travellers.  Con¬ 
sular  Invoi  es,  etv'.  :  shipping  and  transport,  etc.,  etc. 

In  adddion.  .'.amples  of  foreign  competitive  goods  and  com¬ 
mercial  products  are  constantly  being  received  from  abroad  and 
are  available  for  inspection  by  BritLsh  traders  at  3,  Guildhall 
Court,  London.  E  C. 2. 

METHODS  OF  ADDRESSING  EN'Q'CIRIES. 

The  Department  of  Overseas  Trade  invites  applications  for 
assistance  from  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  British  goods  who 
are  desirous  of  initiating  or  extending  Overseas  connections,  but 
it  is  desired  to  call  attention  to  one  or  two  points,  the  observance 
of  which  will  facilitate  the  supply  of  the  information  required. 

Where  the  enquiry  concerns  an  Overseas  maiket  the  applicant 
may,  of  cour.'e,  apply  direct  to  H.M.  Trade  Commi.-;sioners  or 
Imperial  Trade  Correspondents  in  the  British  Empire,  and  to 
11. M.  Commercial  Diplomatic  or  Consular  Olficers  in  Foreign 
(ountries,  but  it  is  generally  advisable  to  communicate  in  the 
first  instance  with  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old 
Queen  Street  )Vestminster,  S.W.l,  as  the  information  required 
is  frequently  already  in  the  possession  of  the  Department,  and 
the  delay  involved  in  communicating  with  the  Officers  abroad 
can  therefore  often  be  avoided.  Should  the  information  required 
not  be  available  in  London,  the  Department  will  make  all  neces¬ 
sary  enquiries  abroad  on  the  applicant's  behalf. 

When  nmking  application  for  information  e/iquiries  should 
clearly  specify  : — 

(1)  The  cmuntrie.s  concerning  which  information  is  required  ; 

(2)  The  precise  kind  of  goods  ;  and 

(3)  The  patticular  points  in  regard  to  which  the  information 

is  sought. 

By  following  tlii?  method  of  m.iking  their  enquiries  as  specific 
ns  possible  applicants  will  materially  assist  the  Department  in 
its  endeavour  to  supply  the  precise  information  required. 


BRITISH  EMPIRE. 


IMTKD  KINGDOM. 

NEW  SOURCES  OF  SUPPLIES  REQUIRED.— Applications 
.are  frequently  received  at  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade 
(Development  and  Intelligence)  from  firms  in  all  parts  of  the 
I’nited  Kingdom  and  abroad,  who  wish  to  get  into  communication 
with  British  manufacturers  or  producers  of  various  classes  of 
goods  with  a  view  to  obtaining  supplies. 

An  application  b.as  l>een  recorded  during  the  past  week  for 
the  names  of  manufacturers  of  the  following  (among  other) 
articles : — 

Water  gas  pitch. 

Briti.sh  maniifacf iirers  of  the.se  article.s  now  in  a  position  to 
supply  are  invited  to  make  application  for  the  name  of  the 
enquirer. 
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AUSTRAI.IA. 

TENDERS  INVITED. 

CAR  EQUIPMENT  OF  BOGfE  TRUCKS.— H.M,  Senioi 
Trade  Commissioiier  in  Australia  has  forwarded  a  copy  of  the 
specification.s.  general  conditions  of  tender,  blue  print,  ami 
tender  form  in  connection  with  a  call  for  tenders  by  the  \Tc 
I  torian  Government  Railways  for  the  supply  and  delivery  of  cai 
j  equipment  of  bogie  trucks.  (Contract  No*  32.968.) 

!  Copies  of  the  specifications,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  from  thc 
Offices  of  the  Victorian  Railways  Commissioners,  Spencer  Street, 

,  Melbourne,  at  which  address  also  sealed  tenders,  on  the  proper 

'  forms,  will  be  received  up  to  11  a.ni.  on  14th  April.  Tenders 

must  be  accompanied  by  a  preliminary  deposit  of  ^  per  cent,  ot 
j  the  total  amount  of  the  offer.  Local  representation  is  necessary. 

The  above  mentioned  copies  of  the  specifications,  etc.,  may  bc- 
I  consulted  by  British  firms  interested  at  the  Department  (T  Over¬ 
seas  Trade.  35,  Old  Queen  Street  (Room  60),  London,  S.W.l, 
and  at  the  Enquiry  Room  of  the  Department  of  Overseas  Trade, 
73.  Basinghall  Street.  London,  E.C.2. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  time  for  the  receipt  of  tenders  is 
limited,  and  this  intimation,  therefore,  will  be  of  use  only  to 
firms  having  agents  in  the  Commonwealth,  who  can  be  instructed 
by  cable. 

ENQUIRY  AT  OFFICE  OF  HIGH  COMMISSIONER  FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 

The  following  enquiry  has  been  received  at  the  Office  of  the 
High  Commissioner  for  Australia,  Australia  House,  Strand, 

I  London,  W.C.2,  whence  further  information  mav  be  obtained; — 

I  GENERAL  DRAPERY  AND  HARDWARE.— A  well-known 
business  man,  at  present  in  London,  is  desirous  of  getting  into 
I  touch  with  manufacturers  of  geueial  drapery  and  hardware 
i  requiring  an  .agent  in  Australia. 

I  [Note. — Replies  should  be  sent  direct  to  the  OflScial  Secretary,. 

Commonwealth  of  Australia,  Commercial  Information  Bureau, 

'  at  the  above  address,  quoting  the  relative  reference  number.] 

I 

j  ENQUIRY  AT  OFFICE  OF  AGENT-GENERAL  FOR  NEW 
i  *  SOUTH  WALES. 

I  MOTOR  CAR  WHEELS.  ELEtTRK'AL  EQUIP.MENT,  ETC. 
I  — An  Australian  company,  establi.'hed  at  Sydney,  wish  to  get 

into  touch  with  British  mamifactureri<  willing  to  contract  for 
motor  car  wheels,  axles,  electrical  equipment,  frames,  engines, 
radiator.-i.  steering  gear,  transmission.s  and  batterie.s. 

Further  particular.?  mav  be  obtained  from  the  .Acting  .Agent- 
!  General  for  New  SouHi  Wales.  .Australia  House,  Strand,  W.C  2, 
to  whom  replies  should  be  sent. 


BRITISH  INDIA. 

HEAVY  CHEMICALS,  PH.AR.MACEUTICAL  PREPARA 
TIONS,  PROVISIONS,  H.ARDWARE,  ETC.— H.M.  Senioi 
Tiade  Commissioner  in  India  reports  tliat  a  manufacturers’ 
agent,  with  16  years’  experience  in  the  trade,  is  desirous  ot 
obtaining  agencies  for  India,  Ceylon,  and  Burma,  for  heavy 
chemicals,  pharmaceutical  preparations,  vaccines  and  sera, 
provisions,  and  hardware.  Terms: — Commission  plus  a  small 
subsidy  towards  e.xpenses.  but  the  applic.ant  i.«  prepared,  if 
desired,  to  do  consignment  business  witli  guarantee.  He  ex|)ect£ 
to  visit  the  United  Kingdom  shortly  for  personal  interviews. 
(Reference  No.  266.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  tlie 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


1  CANADA. 

MEN’S  WEAR.  T’.NDERCLOTHING,  SILK.  AND  JEWEL 
LERY. — .A  manufacturer.-s’  agent  in  Toronto  desSres  to  repre^nt 
United  Kingdom  suppliers  of  collars,  shirts,  ties,  underclothing, 
silk  for  the  manufacture  of  men's  ties  in  Canada,  and  jewellery, 
on  a  commission  basis,  for  the  whole  of  Canada.  (Reference  No. 
267.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 

CANADIAN  I'R.ADE  COMMISSIONER’S  ENQUIRIES. 

The  following  en.piiries  have  l>een  received  at  the  Canadian 
Government  'frade  Commis-siorier’s  Office,  I’ortland  House,  73, 
Basinghall  Street,  London.  E.C.2,  whence  further  information 
ni.Tv  l»e  obtained  : — 

M  ARKET  SOUGHT  FOR  BOX  OR  CRATE  SHOOKS.-A 

'  frill  in  Vancouver  in  a  position  to  supplv  box  or  crate  (diooks. 

j  would  be  glad  to  quote  for  the  requirements  of  United  Kingdom 

!  ^AvS'lLLEN  AND  WOR-^TED  CmTHS,  HOSIERY.-A 

Toronto  manufacturers’  agent  now  in  Ixmdon  wdshes  to  secure 
I  the  representation,  for  the  whole  of  Canada,  of  l  iiited  Kingdom 
11  anufacturers  of  woollen  and  worsted  cloths,  including 
an]  tweeds,  and  also  of  hosierv  of  all  kinds,  and  would  like 
to  bear  froni  those  interested  with  a  view  to  personal  interview-. 

MARKET  SOUGHT  FOR  SILICA  AND  T.AlAl.— A  Brdish 
Columbia  firm  state  that  they  are  in  a  po.Mtion  to  ship  high 
giade  silica  and  talc  to  the  I  nited  Kingdom,  and  would 
glad  to  hear  from  importers  interested 


Fkbruary  26,  1920. 


THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  JOURNAL. 


31.5 


OPENINGS  FOR  BRITISH  TRADE— coniinued. 


new  ZEALAND. 

CARPETS,  LINOLEUM,  AND  TEXTILES  GENERALLY.— 
A  Weliingtoii  firm  desiie  to  represent  United  Kingdom  manufac¬ 
turers  cf  the  following  goods : — Carpets,  rugs,  carpet  runners, 
mats,  linoleum,  crockery,  curtains,  coverings,  ready-made  suits, 
tweeds  of  all  kinds  including  Donegal,  Harris,  etc.,  flannel  and 
dress  suitings  worsted,  serges,  overcoatings,  saddle  tweeds,  lin¬ 
ings,  sheetings,  voiles,  muslins,  cotton  crepes,  casement  cloths, 
coloured  prints,  gabardines  of  all  weights,  silks,  georgettes, 
crept'  de-chine,  fancy  dress  materials  of  all  kinds,  women’s  hosiery 
(complete  range),  men’s  half-hose,  men's  underwear  (similar  to 

Aertex,”  also  woollen),  men’s  and  women’s  gloves  of  all  kinds, 
sbatlow  tLssiies.  velvets,  velveteens,  and  moquette,  tapestry  table 
cloths,  damasks,  marcella  and  honeycomb  quilts,  etc.  The  en¬ 
quirers  stale  that  while  they  are  willing  to  enter  into  an  agree¬ 
ment  on  an  ordinary  commis-sion  basis,  they  would  prefer  to  pur¬ 
chase  all  goods  outright  through  their  London  agent,  and  there¬ 
fore  desire  to  get  into  touch  with  manufacturers  who  would  be 
agreeable  to  undertake  not  to  sell  direct  to  firms  in  New  Zea¬ 
land,  or  to  firms  in  England  for  export  to  New  Zealand.  (Ref- 
C’.ence  No.  268.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

MANCHESTER  GOODS,  HARDWARE,  GROCERIES, 
STA'flONERY,  AND  CHEMISTS’  REQUISITES.— A  business 
man  in  Durban,  c.ommencing  as  an  agent,  desires  to  represent 
iJnitcd  Kingdom  firms  for  the  .sale  of  Manchester  goods,  hard¬ 
ware,  grocerie.s,  stationerv,  and  chemists’  requisites.  (Reference 
Xo.  269.)  _ 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 

TENDERS  INVITED. 

ELECTRICAL  PLANT. — With  reference  to  the  notice  on  p. 
281  of  the  “.Journal”  of  19th  February,  relative  to  a  call  for 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  electrical  plant  to  the  Oudtshoorn 
Municipality,  H.^I.  Trade  Commissioner  at  Cape  Town  reports 
that  the  time  for  lodging  tenders  has  been  extended  from  24th 
March  to  24th  April. 

Tenders  should  be  sealed  and  endorsed  on  envelope  “Tenders 
for  Electrical  Plant,”  and  addressed  direct  to  the  Town  Clerk, 
Town  Offices,  Oudtshoorn.  A  copy  of  the  specifications  and  full 
particulars  may  be  obtained  from  the  Municipal  Electrical  En¬ 
gineer,  Box  132,  Oudt.shoorii,  Cape  Province. 

A  copy  of  the  specifications  and  blue  prints  may  be  consulted 
by  British  firms  interested  at  the  Enquiry  Otfice  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  London,  S.W.l. 


EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 

SOAP,  CANDLE.S,  VEGETABLE  OIL,  AND  FOODSTUFFS. 
—A  Belgian  enquirer  at  Brussels  desires  to  represent  United 
Kingdom  firms  manufacturing  soap,  candles,  vegetable  oil,  food¬ 
stuffs.  (Reference  No.  270.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 

TENDERS  INIVTED. 

ROADWAYS  CONSTRUCTION.— H.M.  Consul  General  at 
Antwerp  has  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  specification  of  a  contract 
opened  at  the  Antwerp  Town  Hall,  in  respect  of  the  construction 
of  new  roadways  in  and  around  the  Beerschot  Athletic  Grounds 
at  Kiel,  near  Antwerp,  primarily  destined  for  use  in  connection 
with  the  Olympian  Games.  The  work  is  to  be  commenced  on 
1st  April,  and  to  be  completed  by  1st  July  next. 

Tenders  made  out  on  Belgian  Government  stamped  paper  (papier 
timbre)  will  be  received  at  the  Town  Hall,  Antwerp,  up  to 
mid-day  5th  March. 

The  above-meiit’ioned  ropy  of  the  specification  may  be  consulted 
by  British  firms  interested  at  the  Enquiry  Office,  Department  of 
Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old  Queen  Street,  Ixrndon,  S.W.l. 

DENMARK. 

BRIDGE  DESIGNING  COMPETITION  IN  DENMARK.- 
H.M.  Commercial  Secretary  at  Copenhagen  has  notified  the 
Department  of  Overseas  'Trade  that  a  competition  has  been 
instituted  by  the  Municipal  Authorities  of  Aalborg  in  designs 
lor  a  bridge  which  it  is  proposed  to  construct  acros.s  the  Linfjord 
between  Aalborg  and  Norresundby.  A  notice  on  the  subject  has 
already  appeared  in  the  press,  but  some  photographs,  together 
with  maps,  drawings  and  conditions  of  the  competition  (in  both 
Danish  and  English)  have  lieen  received  which  may  be  consulted 
by  British  firms  intere.sted  at  the  Enquirv  Office  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Overseas  Trade,  35.  Old  Queen  Street,  Ixmdon.  S.W.l. 

H.M.  Commercial  .\ttae.he  points  out  that  the  Danish  scale 
of  wages  i.s  very  high  and  should  be  rarefnllv  studied  by  firms 
wfore  making  ciilculations.  It  is  understood  that  the  actual 
building  may  be  postponed  for  .some  time  owing  to  the  difficulties 
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of  the  present  economic  situation  in  Denmark.  In  the  event, 
however,  of  favourable  financial  terms  being  offered,  it  is  probable 
that  the  Municipal  Authorities  will  arrange  for  the  work  to  be 
commenced  at  once. 


FRANCE. 

I’EAT. — H.M.  Consul  at  Dunkiik  reports  that  an  agent  at 
Berck  Plage  (Pas  de  Calais)  desiies  to  be  put  in  touch  with 
British  firm§  connected  with  the  peat  industry — particularly  those 
interested  in  the  mechanical  treatment  of  this  fuel  for  household 
1'Ui-po.ses.  (Reference  No.  271.) 

COTTON  GOODS,  JUTE  FABRICS,  ETC.— H.M.  Consul, 
Bordeaux,  reports  tliat  an  agent  at  Cauderan,  near  Bordeaux, 
desires  to  represent  a  Manchester  firm  dealing  5n  cotton  goods 
for  exportation  to  Senegal.  Tlie  applicant  i.s  also  desirous  of 
representing  a  British  firm  for  jute  fabrics  and  similar  material. 
(Reference  No.  272.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 

INSTALLATION  OF  STEAM  CRANES  ON  THE  NORTH 
QUAY. — ^The  Acting  British  Consul  at  Dunkirk  reports  that  the 
Dunkirk  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  their  meetincr  of  23rd  .January 
expressed  them.'^lves  in  favour  of  the  installation  of  two  steam 
cranes  on  the  North  quay  of  the  Bas.<in  de  la  Marine  of  that 
port.  There  are  no  details  given  a.s  to  the  type  or  capacity  of  the 
cranes  likely  to  be  adopted,  and  it  is  suggested  that  if  interested 
in  this  possible  trade  opening  firms  should  address  enquiries  to 
the  company  of  .shipowners  using  the  quay  and  by  whom  the 
cranes  are  to  be  installed.  The  i«ame  and  address  of  the  com¬ 
pany  can  be  obtained  from  the  Enquiry  Office  of  the  Departrr.ent 
of  Overseas  Trade,  35,  Old  Queen  Strc?et,  London,  S.W.l. 


GERMANY. 

COLONIAL  PRODUCE.— A  German  fi-m  5u  Stettin  desire  to 
act  as  agents  for  British  exporters  of  Colonial  produce,  on  a 
commission  basLs.  'Tlie  applicants  state  that  they  have  no 
other  agencies  at  present,  and  give  a  German  bank  reference. 
(Reference  No.  273.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


GREECE. 

MARKET  SOUGHT  FOR  SAGE.— A  firm  at  Futras,  having 
a  quantity  of  sage  for  disposal,  wishes  to  get  into  touch  with 
British  importers  desirous  of  receiving  supplies.  (Reference  No. 
274.) 

A^pplications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


ITALY.  ’ 

COAL.  METALS,  COTTON,  TEXTILES,  AND  DYES.— An 
Italian  firm  in  Milan,  members  of  the  British  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  desire  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis,  British  firms 
export'ing  coal,  metals,  cotton,  textiles,  and  dyes.  Correspondence 
m.av  be  in  Entrilsh,  French,  or  Italian.  (Reference  No.  275.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


NORWAY. 

PROVISIONS  AND  GROCERIES.- A  firm  of  agents  ’n 
Christiania  desire  to  obtain  the  sole  representation,  for  Norway, 
for  provisions,  groceries,  and  e.'pecia'lv  svTup.  (Reference  No. 
276.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


POLAND. 

GROCERIES,  PIECE-GOODS, ,  ETC.— An  agent  in  Poland, 
with  a  large  grocery  business  in  Warsaw,  desires  to  represent 
Briti.sh  firms  in  the  grocery  line,  and  in  woollen  and  cotton  piece- 
goods.  The  applicant  would  be  willing  to  consider  other  lines. 
(R^erence  No.  277.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  l>e  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


AFRICA. 


ALGERIA,  MOROCCO,  TUNIS. 

AGENT  S  SERVICES  OFFERED.— A  general  wholesale  agent, 
established  in  Algiers,  with  sub-agencies  in  Casablanca,  Oran, 
Constantine,  and  Tunis,  desires  the  representation  for  the  whole 
of  Algeria,  Morocco,  and  Tunis,  of  United  Kingdom  manufac¬ 
turers  or  exporters  of  all  goods  with  the  exception  of  textiles  and 
machinery.  The  applicant  will  import  on  own  account,  or  on 
a  commission  basis.  (Reference  No.  278.) 

Applications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


TllK  lioAUl)  OF  TliADK  JOUKXAL. 


FEBia'AUY  ’JO,  l'J20. 


yni 


OPENINGS  FOR  BRITISH  TRADE  -continued. 


ASIA.  I 

JAPAN. 

HARDWARE,  CHEMICALS,  TEXTHJ>:.S,  RARER,  ETC.— A 
Japanese  firm  wish  to  get  into  touch  wiUi  United  Kingdom 
exporters  of  the  undermentioned  ; — HarMware,  chemicals,  dyes, 
sulphate  of  ammonia,  wool,  woolen  cloths,  paper,  pulp,  and  other 
sundiy  goods.  They  also  wish  to  get  into  touch  with  importers 
of  soya  bt'an  oil,  wood  veneer,  timber,  and  other  sundry  goods. 

•  Reierence  No.  Ii79./ 

CHE.MICAI.S,  DVJvSTUFF.S,  MANURES,  ETC.— Another 
Japanese  firm  w'ish  to  get  into  touch  witli  a  reliable  concern  in 
the  United  Kingdom  who  are  in  a  ixrsition  to  export  English 
iheniicals,  dyestuffs,  manures,  and  metals.  (Reference  Nt).  i:80.)  j 

-Xpplications  for  names  and  addresses  must  be  .sent  to  tlie  I 
Ih  partment  of  ()verse;(s  Trade. 


OPENINGS  FOR  BRITISH  TRADE— continued. 


I  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  1 1  comparing  Rritish  goods  and 
2  rices  with  American  before  making  any  purchases.  The  capi¬ 
tal  for  the  undertaking  has  been  already  raised. 

United  Kingdom  firms  interested  in  the  su2)ply  of  hospital 
equipment  may  obtain  the  name  and  address  of  the  physician 
in  question  upon  a2>plication  to  the  DeiJartment  of  Overseas 
Trade  (Reference  No.  286.} 


Government  Notices 
affecting  Trade. 

FOOD  SECTION 


PALESTINE. 

TEXTILES,  FOOTWEAR,  TOILET  GOODS,  PRESERVED 
FfMfDS,  LE.VTHER,  ETC. — commission  agent,  established  at 
Jaffa,  w'ith  branches  at  Jerusalem  and  Haifa,  and  agents  in 
Egypt  and  Syria,  desires  to  obtain  the  re2)resentation  of  British 
manufacturers  of  Manchester  goods,  woollens,  underwear,  hosiery, 
footwear,  toilet  goods,  preserved  foods,  household  goods 
(enamelled  and  aluminium)^  leather,  leather  cloth,  and  leather 
goods,  hardware,  iron  and  steel  goods,  oils,  colours.  ))aints. 
enamels  and  varnishes,  chemicals  and  drugs,  etc.  Catalogue,-*, 
2)rice  lists  and  samples  as  far  as  available,  together  with  cjiiota- 
tions,  should  be  .«ent  c.i.f.  Jaffa  and  Bevrout.  (Reference  No. 
281) 

A2)plications  for  names  and  addresses  mu.st  be  to  the 

De|)artment  of  Overseas  Trade. 


LATIN  AMERICA. 

AEROPLANE.^!,  MOTOR  (  A R.^^  AND  LAUNCHES.  LINO- 
LEC.M.  PAINTS,  CHEMICALS,  FTTC.- A  British  subject  who  j 
i  as  reshlcd  for  four  years  in  South  America  (2)rinci2)ally  .Yrgeii-  ; 
tina),  and  who  is  a  member  of  a  United  Kingdom  firm  of  imiaort 
•  lid  e.xpoit  merchants,  is  shortly  ))roeecding'  to  .Sjuth  America, 
and  is  desirous  of  rettresenting  British  firms,  on  a  siihirv  basis,  j 

for  tJie  sale  of  aeroplajies,  motor-cars,  motor  launches,  locomo-  i 

tives,  laaints  and  colours,  chemicals,  coal  tar  products  asliestos  ! 

goods,  alkalies,  and  disinfectants.  The  applicant  I’fopos^s  to  ' 

m.tke  Buenos  Aires  a  centre  where  he  will  establish  an  ottice,  and 
also  spend  a  month  or  two  in  the  cities  of  Rio  de  Janerio.  Santiago 
tie  Chile,  and  Montevideo.  The  applicant  claim.s  to  have  a  ' 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  languages  and  trade  conditions  of  the  ' 
Argentine,  Chile,  Brazil,  and  Uruguay.  He  is  preliared  to  ast,i.st  j 
i  !  the  appointment  of  local  agents  and  to  adxn-se  his  |)rinci2Jals  i 
v. ith  regal'd  to  Government  contracts  02>en  to  tender.  (Reference 
No.  282.)  ! 

-Applications  for  names  and  .addresses  must  be  .sent  to  the  | 
Department  of  Overseas  Trade. 


BRAZIL. 

MOTOR-t'.ARS. — H.M.  Consul  at  Bahia,  reports  that  an  .Vnglo- 
Brazilian  firm  in  that  city,  who  have  (ueviously  be<Mi  engaged  | 

in  exfjort  trade  onl.v.  are  de-irons  of  obtaining  an  agency  for  j 

light  cars  for  that  di.strict.  (Reference  No.  283.)  ' 

Application.s  for  name.s  and  addresses  must  lie  .«eiit  to  tJie  ; 
Depaj-tment  of  Overseas  Trade.  j 


DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC. 

tTTI.ERV.  CROCKERY.  CARPETt:,  REVERAGES.  ETC.—  j 
recent Iv  esLihlislied  firm  in  .Santo  Domingo  are  desirous  of  | 
lefuesenting  United  Kingdom  manufacturers  of  cutlery,  crocker.v, 
carpets,  hats  and  caiis,  ales  ami  stouts.  Thev  are  willing  to  I 
)>ay  tor  sanqiles  and  would  work  on  a  commission  basis.  The  I 
partners  are  described  as  hard  workin?.  and  it  is  con.sidered  that  I 
thev  migiit  prove  active  re))resentatives.  (Reference  No.  284.)  ! 

Applications  for  name#;  and  addresses  must  be  .sent  to  the  i 
Department  of  Ovci'seas  Trade. 


MEXICO. 

CHEMIC.M.S. — The  Acting  C<  n.-ul-Ceiieial.  Mexico  City,  elates 
that  a  merchant  of  that  citv  tlcsires  t<>  get  into  touch  with 
Biitish  in  a  mi  fact  u  re  rs  of.  or  wholesale  dealers  in,  heavv  chemicals. 
esiK'iiallv  of  potash  and  soda  in'oducts.  intermediate  and  coal 
tuoducts.  (Reference  No.  285.) 

Apidications  for  name®  and  addres,«es  mu.st  he  writ  to  the 
Dejiartment  of  Over.se«as  Trade. 


PERU. 

IB^-ST’IT.AL  EQUIPMENT. — H.M.  Commercial  Secretary  at 
Lima  reports  that  a  fuominent  Peruvian  phvsiciaii  is  about  to 
construct  a  private  hospital  with  a  capacity  of  about  70  beds.  It 
had  originally  been  the  intention  of  the  2iromoter  of  this  scheme 
to  obtain  the  requirements  for  the  hospital  in  the  United  States, 
Lnt  he  has  infoiTued  the  Commenial  .Secretary  that  he  will  be 


riiK'F.S  OF  IMPOliTED  SUCiAK. 

The  Royal  t'ommissiou  on  the  .Sugar  Su))))!}'  dosire.s  to 
maki*  it  known  that  120-.  j>er  cwt.  D.P.  cx-store,  less  14,  per 
lent,  disi'oniit,  has  been  fi.xed  as  the  maximum  “  reason¬ 
able'’  iiriee  for  all  |)rivately  imiiorted  or  “free”  sugar  for 
sale  to  or  resale  by  iiiannfaetnrers  from  23rd  February, 
10211,  until  20th  .Mardi.  1020,  inclusive. 

Sugar  imported  by  the  Royal  Commission  will  be  issued 
for  inannfactui  ing  purposi's  at  the  following  jniies:  — 

Ois.  per  cwt.  agaiii-t  .Jam  .Maiiufai  turei>’  Vmiihers 
(brown). 

110s.  per  cwt.  against  all  other  Manufacturers'  N'oucliers 
(blue). 

'I’he  mainteiiaiiei*  of  tlii-  latter  iiriee  will  be  dependent 
ii|K)n  the  ionise  of  prices  in  the  world’s  markets.  Issues 
against  maiiufaiTurers'  vouehers  will  lontimie  to  he  made 
at  tlie  following  rates:  — 

Jam  .Mamifaitureis’  Vouiliers  (brown).  3<h(  per  lent. 
of  face  value. 

Other  Manufacturers'  A'ouihers  (blue),  200  per  cent, 
of  faie  value. 


THE  ELon:  JH-yrrnxs  oudee. 

The  Food  (  oiitroller  has  made  an  ()rd«*r  (The  Flour 
Returns)  Order.  1020.  making  obligatory  the  use  of  the 
Official  Flour  Order  Form  IL  12.  Hitherto  this  form  has 
been  usi'd  by  |>ersons  ordering  tlour  or  wlieatiueal  for  pur- 
pixses  of  any  business  from  millers,  lieen.-ed  faitors,  and 
sidlers  of  inijxirteil  Hour,  and  the  new  Order  makes  the  use 
of  the  Form  obligatory.  Tlie  ohjeot  of  the  Form  is  to  obtain 
aeiurate  information  of  tlie  distribution  and  stocks  of  flour 
in  the  country. 


CHEESE  (L.\HELL1X(t)  OHHEI:.  I'.fjo. 

The  Food  ('oiitroller  has  made  an  Order  requiring  retailors 
to  lalml  or  ticket  all  iliee>.e  at  the  time  of  sale,  or  offer  for 
sale  or  exposure  for  sale,  with  the  iiriee  jier  lb.  clearly 
lirinted  or  written  thereon,  so  as  to  be  easily  readable  by 
eustoinors.  Tlie  main  object  of  the  (Jrder  is  to  <‘nsnre  that 
I'H.stomers  shall,  where  they  so  desire,  he  able  to  obtain  tlie 
elieaper  Goveriiiueiit  ilieesc  at  Is.  8il.  jier  lb.  Tlie  Order 
does  not  ap2)lv  to  fancy  and  grading  varieti'*..  of  cheese, 
neitlier  does  it  ('xteiid  to  Ireland. 


SFHAR  EO|{  DOMESTIC  FRUIT  I’RESER VING: 
sr.MMER  AND  AUTUMN  SEASON.  1B20. 

The  Food  Controller  announces  that  arrangements  are 
being  made  for  the  (listribiiiion  of  a  limited  (piaiitity  of 
.sugar  to  persons  w  lio  w  ish  to  preserve  fruit  for  domestic  use. 
The  distribution  w  ill  cover  tliosi*  who  propose  to  buy  fruit 
for  preserving  as  well  as  those  who  will  use  the  Iruit  grown 
bv  tlii'iiiselves.  Pi'i'sons  who  wish  to  obtain  sugar  for  pre¬ 
sen  ing  fruit  must  notify  the  retailer  with  whom  they  are 
registi'red  for  sugar  betwii'ii  Tuesday,  2nd  Mareli.  and 
Thursday,  lltli  .Manli.  and  at  the  time  of  notification  the 
following  iiarticulars  must  be  furnished:  — 

(1)  The  iiuiiiImt  of  {lersoiis  in  their  houseliold. 

(2)  The  quantity  of  sugar  required  for  itreserviiig 

(a)  Slimmer  fruit,  and 

(b)  .Autumn  fruit. 

(3)  AVIiere  the  application  is  wholly  nr  in  part  in  respect 

of  fruit  grown  bv  themselves,  the  quantity  of  such 
fruit  i‘X|)ecti“d  to  be  available  for  preserving. 

If  necessary,  these  iiarticulars  may  he  si*nt  to  the  retailer 
by  letter,  but  in  this  ca.se  tlie  applicant  must  forward  at 
till'  same  time  a  dislaration  to  the  effet-t  that  tUi'  sugar 


I 

L. 
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government  notices  affecting  trade  — continued.  i 

-  ! 

supi)lied  Mill  not  bo  used  tor  any  purpose  other  than  the  | 

jireserviiig  of  fruit  or  sold  to  any  tliird  party.  The  public  | 

are  Marned  against  making  excessive  demands  for  sugar  in  I 

respect  of  domestic  jam-making,  as  this  will  add  to  the  Mork  ! 

uf  sdutinising  the  applications,  and  lead  to  delay  in  the  | 

distribution  of  sujiplies.  *  I 


.MAXLMF.M  WHOLESALE  PIHCES  FOR 
RAJ3LITS. 

The  Food  Controller  has  issued  an  Order  revoking  the 
t\ild  Rabbits  (Prices)  Order,  1018,  from  20th  F«'bruary, 
102'>.  and  im|)osing  maximum  prices  and  conditions  for  the 
sale  of  imported  wild  rabbits  as  from  1st  March,  1020.  Tlie 
maximum  Mholesalo  prices  are  as  folloMs:  — 

Crates  (ontaining  a  total  guaranteed  Alaximum  price 


Mcight  of  not  less  than 

per  crate. 

Specials  . 

78  lb. 

5G/'- 

Large  rabbits  . 

()0  11). 

4G  - 

Young  rabbits  . 

48  Ih. 

38/- 

Small  rabbits  . 

3(1  Ih. 

28,- 

The  maximum  retail  ])rice  is  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  Meighed  in 
tlu*  skin,  but  if  the  rabbit  is  skiinied  by  the  retailer  at  the  | 

recpiest  of  the  pureha.ser,  and  the  skin  is  left  Mith  him,  the  i 

price  is  8^d.  per  lb.  Moighed  in  the  skin.  I 


THE  UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE  (INCREASE 
OF  BENEFIT)  REGULATIONS,  1920,  DATED  Ilth 
FEBRUARY,  1920. 

For  the  purpose  of  adairting  the  provisions  of  paragraphs 
(bl  and  (c)  of  Sub-Section  (1)  of  Section  14  of  the  National 
Insurance  (Part  11  Amendment)  Act,  1014,  to  the  increase 
in  the  rate  of  unemployment  benefit  effected  by  the  Xational 
Insurants*  (Unemi)loyment)  Act,  1010,  the  Minister  of 
Labour,  hy  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  on  him  by  Ser  tion 
3  of  the  last-mentioned  Act,  and  of  all  other  poMcrs  enabling 
him  in  that  behalf,  m  ith  the  consent  of  the  Treasury,  hereby 
makes  tho  follouing  regulations  varying  the  provisions  of 
those  jiaragraphs  in  manner  hereinafter  appearing:  — 

1.  Hie  said  paragraph  (b)  shall  have  effect  as  if  the  Mord 
‘‘tMcnty-one”  Mere  therein  substituted  for  the  Mord 
“seventi'en,”  tvlierever  that  Mord  occurs  in  the  said  jiara- 
graph. 

2.  The  said  jraragraph  (c)  shall  have  effect  as  if  the  Mord 
“seventemi”  Mere  therein  substituted  for  the  Mord 
“thirtei'ii”  Mhere  that  Mord  first  occurs  in  the  .said  jiara- 
graph.  and  as  if  tlie  Mords  “but  there  shall  be  excluded 
four-elevenths  of  such  sum,  and  in  addition  a  further  jiart 
thereof,  viz.,  an  amount  liearing  the  same  proportion  to 
seven-elevenths  of  the  M’hole  amount  as  a  sum  equal  to  four 
shillings  less  than  such  highest  rate  of  Meekly  payments 
bears  to  thirteen  shillings,'’  Mere  therein  substituted  for  the 
words  “but  such  part  thereof  only  as  bear  the  same  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  M'hole  amount  as  such  highest  rate  of  Meekly 
pavinent  bears  to  thirteen  shillings.” 

3.  These  regulations  shall  come  into  operation  as  from 
Thursday,  2oth  day  of  December,  1919,  and  may  be  cited  as 
the  Fnemiiloyment  Insurance  (Increase  of  Ilenefitl  Regula¬ 
tions,  1920. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  ^linister  of  Labour,  this  11th  day 
of  February,  1920. 

{fsif/nrd)  D.  .1.  Sh.\( ki.kto.n. 

Secretary  to  the  Ministry  of  liabour. 


COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 

The  folloMing  ('silonial  and  Fori'ign  Publications  have 
liecn  rec«'ived  and  filed  for  refer«'n(  e  at  the  Department  of 
Overseas  Trade  (Development  and  Intelligencel.  73, 
Biisinghall  Str<H‘t.  r/ondon,  K.('.2:  - 


'-^-'-1^  TRADE  AND  INDUSTRY. 

New  Zealand: 

txliication— flradine  of  Teachers. 

Education— Technical  Education, 
state  .Advances  Office  Report. 

Waihou  and  Ohinemurn  Rivers  Improvement  Account. 

Mines  Statement.  1918. 

State  Coal  Mines.  Report  on  working  of,  for  year  ended  31"t 
March,  1019. 

Report  on  the  “  Land  for  Settlements  Act.  1908." 

South  Africa : 

.Toumal  of  Indu.«trie-«,  Xovemt>er.  1919. 

Brecdim;  Kx|>erim<*nts  with  North  .tfrican  and  South  .\fricaii 
Ostriches.  Riilletiu  No.  .S,  1919. 

Census  of  European  or  White  Race.s  in  South  .\frica.  1919.  Part  2: 
Ages. 

Report.s  of  the  .Siirveyor.s-General  of  the  Union  for  1917. 

Aet  for  carrying  i”to  effect  Mandate  with  Reference  to  the  Ter¬ 
ritory-  of  South-We>t  .Africa. 

Italy: 

Proeedimlento  de  .An&Iisis  de  Abonos.  Ministere  de  Fomento. 

Boletin  den  .Agricultura  T^cnica  Y  Econdmica.  Pee.,  1919. 

Spa.n: 

Index  to  .Agricultural  publication.s 


Commercial  Return*. 


COTTON  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

THE  WEEKLY  RETURNS. 

I{cliii-n  ol  the  Xumher  of  Dales  of  Cotton  Imj>oried  and 
Kxported  at  the  A'arious  Ports  of  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  Meek  ami  8  Meeks  ended  19th  Fehriiary,  1920: 


Week  8  Weeks 

ended  ended 

-  D'thFeb.,  19th  Feb., 

1920.  1920. 

'  Week 
ended 

19th  Feb.. 
1920. 

8  Weeks 
ended 

19th  Feb.. 
1920. 

Imports. 

1 

Exp 

ORTS. 

Bales.  !  Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Amerioan  . . 

..  54, too  825,16i> 

479 

16,835 

Brazilian 

—  17,992 

126 

2,305 

East  Indian 

3.317  23,871 

1,652 

21,652 

E^ptian  . . 

..  16,486  163,603 

9,316 

60,728 

l^Bcellancoas 

7,355*  74,007t 

60G 

3,904  ' 

Total 

..1  82,128  1,104.639 

12,179 

104,424 

*  I  m  inding  123  bales  Dritisli  West  African  and  27  bales 
Dritisli  Fast  -Vfrican. 

tlncluding  3.171  liah's  Dritisli  West  Tiulian,  1.491  bales 
Diitish  West  African,  4,934  bales  Dritisli  Fast  African,  and 
•523  liales  Foreign  Fast  .Vfrican. 


CORN  PRICES. 

Statement  sboM ing  the  average  price  of  Dritisli  Corn,  per 
quarter  of  8  buslicls  Imperial  Measure,*  as  received  from 
the  Inspectors  of  Com  Heturns  in  the  Meek  ended  21st 
February,  1920,  and  corresponding  Meeks  of  the  seven 
years,  pursuant  to  the  Corn  Returns  Act,  1882. 


Average  Price. 


Wheat.  Barley.  Oats. 


Week  ended  21st  Feb .  1920 

s. 

72 

d. 

a. 

100 

d. 

‘  1 

B. 

(0 

d. 

0 

Co  rresponding  week  in — 
1913  _  - 

31 

0 

28 

6 

20 

4 

1914  _  -  . 

31 

0 

26 

6 

;  18 

11 

1915  _  _ 

66 

0 

35 

3 

31 

8 

1916  _  _  - 

58 

2 

64 

2 

'  32 

2 

1917  _  -  - 

76 

9 

63 

9 

47 

8 

1918  .  _  - 

72 

o 

68 

9 

62 

3 

1919  ... 

—  j 

72 

8 

62 

6 

49 

4 

*Seetioii  8  of  the  Corn 

Returns 

Act, 

1882, 

prov 

ides 

tliat 

M-Iiere  returns  of  purcliasi's  of  Dritisli  Corn  are  made  to  the 
local  InspiH-tor  of  Corn  Returns  m  anv  other  measure  than 
the  Imperial  husliel  or  hy  m eight  or  by  a  Meighed  measure, 
that  officer  shall  convert  such  returns  into  the  Imjierial 
husliel,  and  in  tho  case  of  Moight  or  Meighed  measure  the 
coiiversioii  is  to  he  made  at  the  rate  of  sixty  Imperial 
jiouiids  for  everv  husliel  of  Mlieat.  fifty  Imperial  pounds  for 
every  husliel  of  barley,  and  thirty-nine  Imperial  iKiuuds  for 
everv  Imshel  of  oats. 


"  NOTICE. 

T/ic  price  of  the  “Tiuord  of  'Truth'  .Tinirn'd  i.<  •’</.  (bl^- 
po.'tf  free).  Annvtd  .<.uh.<eri j'iliin  (jieixf  free)  2(.s’.  (k1.  in  the 
T’nitcd  Kingdom .  (h'er.^ena  .•tnh.ttri  ipfion  31.s.  GT.  per  (iiiiiiini, 
free. 

The  Editorial  Offier.t  are  at  the  new  Oorernment  Bnild- 
iiu/x,  Great  George  Street,  J.ondvn.  .S'.IT.  1.  -ill  editnrieil 
eninmunieations  .tihonld  he  euhlre.^.t^ed  to  “The  E<1iteir,” 
Telephone  Ko.  Vietoria  9SOO. 

The  Pnhli.dier.t  (to  lehoin  .dionhl  he  addre.'t.'ied  all  commnni- 
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FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  1919  AT  THE  PRE-WAR  VALDES  OF  1913. 

We  give  below  some  of  Uie  detail  of  ilie  caicuialioiis,  dealt  witli  iu  the  “Journal  ^  of  5th  February,  by  means  of  which  the 

foreign  liade  ol  Uie  L  uited  Kingdom  in  1919  is  compared  in  volume  with  that  of  1913,  and  the  elteet  of  puce  changes,  not  only 

on  tlie  aggregate  of  the  tiade,  but  on  the  principal  groups  of  commodities  composing  it,  is  brought  out. 

It  is  of  more  than  a  little  importance  to  notice  the  different  effc'cts  produced  by  the  same  price  changes  on  Imports,  Re- 
E.xports  and  E.xports  of  United  Kingdom  produce.  This  is  due  to  the  lact  that,  in  any  one  group  of  commodities,  the  articles 
which  dominate  in  the  import  trade  are  not  of  necessity  the  same  as  tho.se  which  dominate  in  the  re-e.\port  trade,  or  in 

the  exports  of  domestic  produce.  A  notable  illustration  Ls  furnished  by  the  case  of  manufactures  of  cotton.  The  average 

increase  in  prices,  as  calculated  by  comparing  the  actual  values  in  1919,  with  the  result  obtained  by  valuing  the  quantities 
of  the  various  classes  of  goods  at  the  average  values  returned  for  1913,  was  110.5  per  cent,  for  imports,  136.2  per  cent,  for 
re-exports  and  237.1  per  cent,  for  exports  of  goods  of  United  Kingdom  manufacture.  Thus  the  prices  of  our  exported  manu¬ 
facture.*  would  have  needed  to  be  reduced  by  more  than  one-third  to  give  a  result  showing  a  change  from  the  pre-war  price 
level  similar  to  that  of  the  cotton  manufactures  imported.  The  raw  cotton  imported,  the  principal  raw  material  of  the  exports 
of  cotton  goods,  was  valued  at  three  times  the  1913  prices  on  the  average,  and  the  quantity  letained  cost  £120,000,000  more 
than  the  same  quantity  would  have  co.st  in  1913,  while  the  cotton  goods  exported  were  valued  at  £169,000,OiX)  more  than  the 
same  quantities  of  similar  goods  would  have  represented  in  1913. 

In  the  case  of  manufactures  of  wool,  tlie  rise  in  price  was  greater  in  the  case  of  the  manufactures  imported  than  in  the  case 
of  those  exported,  the  ri.se  in  the  former  case  being  283  per  cent.,  and  in  the  latter  240  per  cent.  The  imported  wool  reUiined 
for  use  in  the  I'nited  Kingdom  cost  £42.300,000  more  than  an  c<iual  weight  of  wool  cost  in  1913,  the  average  value  having 
increased  to  rather  more  than  twice  that  of  1913,  while  the  exported  manufactures  of  wool  were  valued  at  £69,400,000  more 
than  if  1913  values  had  prevailed  for  the  same  goods. 

In  the  ca.se  of  paper  and  manufactures  of  paper  the  average  values  of  impoits  had  ri.*en  by  216  per  cent.,  and  those  of 
exports  bv  249  per  cent.  The  paper  making  materials  imported  bad  risen  in  average  value  by  over  233  per  cent.,  and  co.st 
£11.600,000  more  than  equal  quantities  would  have  co.st  at  191.’  values.  The  exports  of  paper  and  paper  manufactures  were 
valued  at  £3.000.000  more  than  would  repre.sent  the  value  at  the  1913  price  level  of  the  some  goods.  In  this  case  the 
materials  imported  contributed  to  home  consumption  rather  than  to  export,  contrasting  in  this  respect  with  the  cases  previously 
considered.  The  quantity  of  ?uch  imported  materials  retained  in  this  country  in  1919  wa.s  10  2>er  cent,  less  than  in  1913,  and 
the  manufactuied  exports  were,  in  quantity,  only  one-third  of  those  exported  in  1913. 

T.Vr.LE  B.  EXPORTS  OE  FOREIGN 
TABLE  A.  TOTAL  IMPORTS.  AND  COJ.UNIAJ.  PRODUCE. 


Class  and  Croup. 

1  : 

;  Deelaied  Values.  Values  in 
!  1919  esti- 

'  Porcentagfj 
'  excess  ( -i-)|Percentag 
:  ordefi-  deficiency 
ciency  ( — )  j  ( —  )or  ex- 
|;if  Average  cess  ( -f )  0 

'1 

e  j 

1' 

i  Dxlared  Values, 
f 

1 

i 

Values  in 
1919  esti 
mated  a 
Average 
values  in 
1913. 

1 

j  Percontag 
excess  ( + 
or  defi- 
j  ciency  ( — 
of  Averag 
V'alues  in 

1  1919  over 
1  those  of 
'  1913. 

1 

( 

)  Percentage 
deficiency 
)  (-)  or  ex. 
e  cess  ( + )  of 
quantity  in 
1919  com¬ 
pared  with 
j  1913. 

Irn  1913 

1  '  Average 

.  |In  1919.1  values  in 

1  i  191.3. 

1  1919  over 
)  those  of 
1913. 

1  1919  coni- 
' part'd  with 
191.3. 

1 

In  1913.  In  1919 

j  £  1,001 

£1,000'  £1,<>X) 

,  Per  cent. 

!  Percent. 

£1,000  £l.(K)fl 

j  £1,(500 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

1.— Food,  Drink  arnl  Tobjcco— 

A.  Crain  and  Flour 

j  8.1.-19 

■)  1 54,73-1  58.765 

-f-10.3  .3 

1 

j  -  .31-3 

1.C50  5,30. 

2.342 

-i  129  1 

+  41-4 

B.  Meat,  including  Animals  lor  Food 

.50,721 

17.5,448;  71,917 

-I-144-0 

4-  26-8 

2,130  12,83; 

0,870 

-f-  80-8 

C.  Other  Foods  and  Drink  : 

1.  Non-Dutiabic 

81,20 

1.59,474'  .59.310 

108-9 

1  -  27-0 

.5.630:  10,.55< 

4.422 

+  1.38-7 

-  21-5 

2.  Dutmblc  . 

7)8,08 

1  180,0021  70.244 

-r  1 30  *  2 

1  4-  29-9 

0,201  12.72.- 

7.053 

+  80-4 

+  12-G 

D.  Tobacco 

'  } 

Total,  Class  1. 

8.a3. 

42,7011  17,830 

-M39-4 

j  4-122-0 

205;  1,4.30 

810 

-f-  77  *  3 

+  205-7 

!  290.20; 

712,4.39!  284,078 

'  -1-1.50-S 

1  -  2-1 

1.5.942  42.914 

21,497 

+  99-6 

+  ;{4-9 

II.-  Raw  Materials  and  Articles  mainly  Unmanu- 
'  fachired  - 

A.  Coal,  Coke,  and  M.inufacturad  Fuel  .. 

1 

i 

j 

ci  2 

-f  200-0 

I  -  94-6 

, 

3!  — 

1 

1 

1 

-100-0 

B.  Iron  Ore,  Scrap  Iron  and  Steel 

11,980  .5,282 

^126-9 

-  28-9 

9  J 

1 

!  +200-0 

-  88-9 

C.  Other  Metallic  Ores 

10,197 

I2,3C5i  7.045 

-f  75-5 

1  -  .30-9 

564  474 

414 

-  14-5 

-  20-6 

D.  Wood  and  Timber 

.‘«,789 

72..309I  20,.578 

-f  2.51 -4 

-  39  -1 

833'  752 

252 

+  198-4 

-  69-7 

E.  Cotton 

70,671 

j  190,77  Ij  63..569 

-f  200-1 

-  9-9 

;  9.143  11,2^5 

4.261 

+  104-8 

—  53-4 

F.  Wool  . 

.‘{7.7:{f 

!  104,753;  40.047 

-t- 124-6 

4-  2.3-6 

,  1.3,574;  2.3,204 

7.421 

+  212-7 

-  45-3 

G.  Other  Textile  Materials 

19,751 

28.818  11,9.39 

-f  141-4 

-  .39-0 

5.279  .5,933 

2,472 

+  140-0 

-  53-2 

H.  Oil  Seetbs,  Xuts,  tills.  Fats,  and  (onus 

41,577 

1.31, 28  b  .53.880 

-bl43-7 

4-  29-6 

.5,670'  11,095 

4,402 

+  1.52-0 

—  22*4 

I.  Hides  and  Undressed  Skins 

1.5,(K)7 

29.013  14,047 

fI02-2 

-  2-8 

8.411  12.270 

.5,617 

+  118-0 

-  .33-2 

J.  Papor-m.aking  Materials 

6,  Sit 

]0,.5C7i  4,900 

-f  233-6 

-  14-6 

298'  0 

1 

+  500-0 

-  99-7 

K.  Miscellaneous : 

Itiibher 

20..524 

24..347’  .30,403 

-  19-9 

4-  48-1 

11,8.37  14.021 

10.6.T5 

-  28-6 

-  32-3 

Other  Articles 

19,.32.5 

23,0.34;  11,835 

-f  99-7 

-  .38-8 

.5.417'  11,3.5.5 

5.301 

+  1118 

-  1-0 

Total,  CIa.ss  11. 

281,823 

040,4.50'  270,784 

' 

-f- 138-7 

-3-9 

64.030  90.404 

49.837 

+  81-4 

—  22*2 

III.-  Articles  Wholly  or  Mainly  Manufactured— 

A. — Iron  and  Stwl  and  Manufactures  thereof  . . 

1.5.232 

11,312  .3.3.37 

-1-239-0 

-  78-1 

321  1,013 

.304 

+  233-2 

-  5-3 

B.  Other  Metals  and  Manufactures  thereof 

32,102 

35,115  21,941 

-f  60-0 

-  31-7 

8..308  4,983 

.3,337 

+  49-3 

-  59-8 

C.  Cutler^’,  Hardware,  Implements  (except  Ma¬ 
chine  Tools)  and  Instruments 

7,378 

9,358'  3,822 

-(-144-8 

-  48-2 

1,541  1,061 

477 

+  122-4 

-  09-0 

D. — Electrical  Goods  and  Aj>paratu8  (other  than 
Machinery  and  Telegraph  and  Telephone 
Wire)  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

1,587 

1.20)  8.56 

-(-  40  8 

-  46-1 

239  10.31 

154 

-  33  1 

-  .35  -6 

E.  Machineiy  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . . 

7,283 

15,009  6,112 

-(-140-5 

-  16-1 

1,307  970] 

483 

-(  100-8 

-  63-0 

F.  Ships  (New)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  | 

34 

27:  12 

-(-125  0 

—  04-7 

5  — 

— 

— 

-loo-o 

G.  Manufactures  of  Wood.and  Timber  (including 
Furniture)  ..  ..  ..  ' 

3,583 

4, .310  1,934 

-f  122-9 

-  46-0 

589  229 

76 

+  201-3 

-  87-1 

H.  Yarns  and  Textile  Fabrics  : 

1 .  Cotton 

12,2.50 

8,29t)  3,9.38 

-fllO-5  ' 

-  07-9 

2,2.38  1,521 

644 

1 

+  136-2  i 

-  71-2 

2  Wool  . ' 

10,491 

.3,2.30'  84.3  1 

-(-283-2 

-  92-0  ! 

1,282  743 

197 

+  277-2  : 

-  84-6 

3.  sdk  . : 

1.5,117) 

22.94.5  12.070 

-f  90-1 

-  20-1  ! 

1,768;  2.619 

1,310 

+  99-0 

—  25-6 

4.  OtherMatcrisls  ..  ..  ..  .. 

9,129 

10,.504  4.819 

-fll9-2 

-  47-2  1 

2,377,  .3,120 

1,261 

+  147-4 

-  46-9 

I.  Apparel  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  i 

5.980 

4,028,  1,07.3 

-f  140-8 

-  72-0  t 

842'  250 

79 

+  216-5 

-  90-6 

•I.  CTieniicals,  Drugs,  Dves,  and  Colours  ..  j 

12,900 

2.3,002  8,991 

•fl56-5 

-  30-3  j 

1,641  5,692 

2,158 

+  103-8 

+  31-5 

K.  Leather  and  Manufactun«  then-of  (ineludibg  | 
Clrv'-s.  but  exc-ludina  Boots  and  Shoes)  ..  ' 

1.3,43r 

.38,760i  1.5,.506 

-f-149-0 

4-  15-9  ! 

2,39.5  3,217 

1,292 

! 

+  149-0  i 

-  46  1 

L.  Earthenware  and  Glass  , .  . .  . .  ' 

4,5401 

3,620'  1,084 

4-233-9 

-  76-2  ; 

190  45 

17 

+  104-7  1 

-  91-3 

M.  Paper . 

7,074, 

13,020  4,121 

-(-215-9 

-  46-3  1 

270'  99' 

36 

+  175-0  i 

-  87-0 

N.  Railway  Carriapi-s  and  Trucks  (not  of  Iron) 

Ml 'tor  Oirs,  Cycles,  Carts,  ic 

8,.T57| 

11,921  11,4.50 

4-1  I 

4-  37-0  i 

942  334 

.318 

1 

-  4-0  ; 

-  63  -1 

0.  Miscellaneous 

20,52 1| 

50,905!  19.749 

1 

-f  1.57-8 

-  25-5 

3,191  4,900 

2,102 

-r  126-9  1 

-  32-2 

~  Total,  Class  III . 

193,002 

20C.747j  122,318 

4-1181 

-  30-8 

29,458  30.9a5j 

14.341 

j 

+  115-5  1 

-  51-3 

IV.-  Mitcallaneout  and  Unclass<fi.-d  (inciudin; 
Pa’cel  Post; . 

1 

3,108, 

1 

0,266;  2,000  ; 

4-140-4 

-  10-2 

137  99! 

51 

+  94-1  i 

-  62-8 

Total  Imports 

708,737  1 

,031.902!  679,780 

4-140-1  { 

-  11-6  ! 

109,575  104,322! 

85,720 

+  91-7 

-  21  8 

1 

«HI  ■  ^  1 

T 
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FOREIGN  TR.ADE  IN  1919  AT  THE  PRE-WAR  VALUES  OF  1913.— (continued). 

llie  imports  of  raw  materials  were  less  iu  quantity  in  1919  than  in  1913  in  every  group  distinguished  in  the  tables  except 
wool,  oil -seeds  and  oils,  and  rubber.  Re-exjwrts,  taking  1919  as  a  whole,  were  less  in  quantity  than  in  1913  in  all  cases  except 
rubber.  Hie  proportion  of  the  imports  retained  was  greater  in  1919  than  in  1913  in  every  case  except  ores  of  metals  other 
than  iron,  and  in  the  miscellaneous  group.  The  aggregate  decrease  in  volume  of  imports  of  raw  materials  excluding  the  three 
groups  named  above  in  which  special  circumstances  led  to  increases,  was  23  per  cent,  of  the  1913  imports,  while  imports  in 
the  three  increasing  groups  increased  by  31  per  cent.  'These  groups  made  up  little  more  than  one-third  of  the  1913  imports 


in  the  Raw  Materials  Class,  but  were  not  much  less  than  one-half  of  the  1919  imports  in  this  class,  if  1913  values  are  used. 
As  average  values  per  unit  of  quantity  had  barely  doubled  in  the  three  groups  in  question  and  had  increased  to  times  the 


1913  average  in  the  remaining  groups,  the  actual  declared  values  of  imported  wool,  oil-seeds  and  oils,  and  rubber  were  about 
two  fifths  of  the  aggregate  value  of  im^rts  in  the  Raw  Materials  Class. 

ibbe 


It  may  be  further  noted  that  rubber  alone  shows  a  lower  average  value  per  unit  of  quantity  in  1919  than  in  1913 
among  all  the  classes  of  goods  distinguished  iu  the  tables,  whether  among  imports  or  among  exports. 

The  extent  of  the  leeway  still  to  be  made  up  in  our  export.-^  of  manufactured  good.®  is  strikingly  shown  in  the  column  of 
decreases  in  the  volume  of  trade  on  pp.  318-19.  Iron  and  Steel  goods  show  a  decrease  of  one-half,  cutlery  and  hardware  of  more 


than  a  half,  machinery  a  decrease  of  nearly  three-fifths,  cotton  g«K>ds  a  decrease  of  three-sevenths,  wool  goods  of  nearly  a 
quarter,  silk  goods  of  a  third,  goods  of  other  textile  materials  a  dccrea.«4-  of  a  half,  apparel  a  decrease  of  over  two-thirds. 


chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and  colours,  and  also  leather  manufactures  show  a  decrease  about  equal  to  that  in  cotton  goods. 

Earthernware  and  glass  has  decreased  bv  three-fifths,  and  paper  and  paper  goods,  as  already  stated,  by  two-thirds.  The 

group  which  includes  motor  cars  and  railway  vehicles  has  nearly  maintained  the  volume  of  the  1913  exports,  and  electrical 

goods  show  but  a  small  falling  off  from  the  1913  level,  but  manufactures  of  wood  were  exported  in  only  one-fifth  the  quantity 

recorded  in  1913,  and  new  ships  delivered  to  other  countries  were  but  one-tenth  the  deliveries  of  1913. 

Our  exports  of  manufacture.s,  if  the  volume  of  trade  were  to  lie  restored  to  the  1913  level  in  each  cla.ss  of  goods,  would 
repre.sent  .about  £1,150,000,000  at  the  1919  prices,  or  over  £500,000,000  more  than  the  £631,600,000  recorded  for  such  exports 
in  1919.  Thongli  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  if  we  could  offer  for  export  as  much  of  our  various  products  as  in  1913,  the 
price-level  of  1919  would  be  fully  maintained,  tlie  fact  that  the  exports  of  1913  would,  at  1919  prices,  very  nearly  balance  in  value 
the  retained  imports  (£1,467,600,000)  is  significant  of  the  possibilities  in  the  way  of  restoring  our  ability  to  pay  for  our  imports 
which  1913  standards  in  respect  of  volume  of  exports  present.  The  quantities  of  raw  materials  secured  were,  on  the  whole, 
about  the  same  as  in  1913,  though  the  same  cannot  be  stated  of  the  semi  manufactured  materials  of  industry,  such  as  crude 
metals  and  chemicals. 

{Continued  on  next  jimje.)  TABLE  IT 

EXPORTS  OF  UNITED  KINGDOM 
TABLE  C.  IMPORTS  RETAINED.  PRODUCE. 


Class  and  Group. 

»  A 

'ilecbred  Values. 

I'ahies  in 
1919  csti. 
•nated  at 
Average 
values  in 
1913. 

Pcreeiitagf 
excess  ( -f- ) 
or  defi. 
oiency  (— ) 
of  Average 
Values  in 
1919  over 
those  of 
191.3. 

r 

Percentage 
deficiency 
( — )  or  CX-; 
■ess  ( + )  of 
(uantity  in 
1919  com- , 
>ared  witl 
1913. 

s  't-V  V. 

Declared  \  alues. 

Values  in 
1919  esti- 
uated  at 
Average 
values  in 
1913. 

Percentage 
excc.ss  ( -j- ) 
or  defi¬ 
ciency  ( — ) 
of  Average 
V'aliies  in 
1919  ovgr 
tho.se  of 
1913. 

Percentage 
deficiency 
(  — )  or  px- 
■es-s  (  + )  ol’ 
inantity  in 
1919  com¬ 
pared  w  ith 
1913. 

(n  1913. 

In  1919. 

fn  1913. 

In  1919. 

il.tHtO 

£1,000 

£1,000 

Per  cent. 

Percent. 

£l,00l> 

£1,000 

£1,000 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

1.— Feed,  D.ink  and  Tcb‘c%— 

A.  Crain  and  Flour 

83.839 

149.389 

56.423 

-f  164  8 

-  32-7 

3,562 

3,53-2 

1,440 

+  14.5-.'' 

-  59  -6 

li.  Jlcat,  including  Animals  for  IVkI 

54,590 

162,616 

65,017 

-floOO 

+  19-1 

1,239 

630 

276 

+  128-3 

—  77*7 

C-  Othc  Food  and  Drink  : 

]  Non-l)utiuhIe 

75,6.35 

148,918 

.54,894 

-I-171-3 

-  27-4 

24,411 

24,040 

9. 0l»4 

+  1.50  3 

-  60-7 

2.  Dutiable 

62,422 

167,3.37 

69,191 

-t-111-8 

+  32-0  : 

3,376 

5,169 

-2.921 

+  77-0 

-  13-5 

D.  Tobacco  . 

7,768 

41,265 

17,020 

+  142-4 

+  119-2  ; 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total,  Class  I. 

274,260 

669,525 

262,581 

+ 155-0 

-  4-3 

32,583 

33,371 

14,-241 

+  1.34-3 

-  56-3 

Il.-Raw  MaleHals  and  Articies  mainly  U,imanu- 
factured  - 

A.  Coal,  Coke,  and  Manufactured  Fuel  . . 

34 

6 

2 

+  200-0 

-  94-1  : 

53,660 

02,29S 

26,971 

+  242-2 

-  49-7 

B.  Iron  Ore,  tk-rap  Iron  and  Steel 

7,424 

11,98.3 

6,281 

+  120-9 

-  28-9 

411 

32< 

112 

+  18.5-7 

-  72-7 

C.  OtliiT  Metallic  Ori-s 

9,633 

11,891 

6,631 

+  79-3 

-  31-2 

130 

66 

20 

+  2.30-0 

-  84-6 

1>.  Wood  and  'J'imbcr 

.  32,950 

71,5.57 

20.320 

+  252-0 

-  38-3 

341 

862 

295 

+  192-2 

-  13-5 

E.  Cotton 

01,428 

179,486 

59,299 

+  202-7 

-  3-5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F.  Wool 

24,102 

81, .549 

39,226 

+  107-9 

+  62-3 

4,(J24 

7,287 

2,749 

+  105-1 

-  40-5 

C.  Other  Textile  Materials 

14,472 

22,88.5 

9,467 

+  141-7 

-  34-6 

434 

607 

188 

+£-22-9 

-  56-7 

H.  Oil  Seeds,  Nuts,  Oils,  F'ats,  and  Gums 

3.').907 

120,186 

49,478 

+  142-9 

f  .37-3 

4,463 

14.3.59 

4,896 

+  193-3 

+  9-6 

I.  Hides  and  Undiessed  Skins 

0,656 

17,337 

9,0.30 

+  92-0 

+  35-7  i 

1,886 

1  627 

742 

+  119-3 

-  60-7 

J.  Paper-making  Materials 

6,518 

16,561 

4,965 

+  233-0 

-  10-0 

958 

911 

229 

+  -297-8 

-  76-1 

K.  Miseellaneous : 

Rubber 

.5,687 

10,326 

10,768 

-  4-1 

+  89-3 

2,993 

2,919 

-  1  240 

+  1.T5-4 

-  58-6 

Other  Articles 

13,908 

12,279 

6,474 

+  89-7 

-  53-0 

— 

. 

— 

— 

— 

Total,  Class  ll. 

217,785 

550,046 

220,947 

4-151  ■  7 

+  1-5  i 

69,905 

121,256 

37,442 

+  223-8 

-  46-4 

Ill— Aft’e'es  Wholly  or  Mainly  Manufactured  - 

A. — Iron  and  Steel  and  Manufactures  thereof  . . 

14,911 

10,299 

.3,033 

+  2.39-6 

-  79  7 

54,292 

03,4.5.5 

26,800 

+  1.30-2 

—  50-5 

B.  Other  Metals  aud  Manufactures  thereof 

23,794 

30,132 

18,604 

+  62-0 

-  21-8 

13,279 

15,269 

10,170 

+  50  1 

-  23-4 

C.  Cutlery,  tfardware.  Implements  (except  Ma¬ 
chine  Tools)  and  In.-'truraents 

5,837 

8,297 

3,345 

+  148-0 

-  42-7 

7,97-2 

8,727 

3,608 

+  141-9 

-  54-7 

D. — Electrical  Goods  and  Apparatus  (other  than 
Machinery  and  Telegrajjh  and  Telephone 
Wire) 

1,348 

1,102 

702 

+  57-0 

-  47-9 

.5,386 

5,813 

5,189 

+  12-0 

-  3-7 

E.  Machinerv 

6,976 

14,099 

5,629 

+  150-5 

-  5-8 

37,013 

32,733 

15,  362 

+  113-1 

-  58-5 

F.  Ships  (Xeiv) 

29 

27 

12 

+  125-0 

-  58-6 

11,027 

2,323 

955 

+  143-8 

-  91-3 

ti.  Manufaet'.me  of  Wood  anJ  Timber  (including 
F’umiture) 

2,991 

4,081 

1,858 

4-119-6 

-  38-0 

2,042 

1,153 

390 

+  195-0 

-  80*9 

H.  Yams  and  Textile  Fabrics  : 

I .  Cotton 

10.012 

6,709 

3,294 

+  105-5 

-  07-1 

127,162 

240, 86C 

71,442 

+  237-1 

-  43*8- 

2.  IVool  . 

9,20!t 

2,487 

616 

+  285-0 

-  93-0 

37,677 

98.29ti 

28,896 

+  240-2 

-  23-3 

3.  .Silk  . 

13  347 

20,326 

10.754 

+  89-0 

-  19-4 

2,1.57 

3A)9( 

1,393 

-f  164-9 

_  35  -4 

4.  Other  Materials  . . 

,0,7.52 

7.414 

3,  .558 

+  109-2 

-  47 -.3 

14,828 

21,26.- 

7,176 

+  196-3 

-  51-6 

I.  Appard  . 

6,138 

3,778 

1,694 

+  137  0 

-  69-0 

16,424 

17„5.54 

5,097 

+  244-4 

—  09-0 

J.  Chemicals,  Dnigs,  Dves,  and  Colours 

11,26.5 

17,.370 

0,833 

+  154  2 

-  39-3 

‘  21,974 

29,469 

12,.578 

+  134-3 

-  42-8 

K.  Leather  and  Manufactures  thereof  (including 
Gloves,  but  excluding  Hoots  and  Shoes)  . . 

11,0.36 

.3.5,.549 

14,274 

+  149-0 

+  29-3 

6,64.3 

7,363 

3,200 

+  130-2 

-  43-3 

L.  Earthenware  and  Glass  ..  .. 

4,3.50 

3,575 

1,067 

+  235-1 

—  75  5 

.5,213 

5,182 

2,132 

+  143-1 

-  59  -1 

M.  Paper . 

7,398 

12,921 

4,085 

+  216-3 

-  44-8 

3,679 

4,234 

1,214 

+  248-8 

-  07-0 

Y.  Railway  Carrbges  and  'f rucks  (not  of  Iron) 
Motor  Cars,  Cycles,  Carts,  Ac- 

7,415 

1 1,587 

11,102 

+  44-0 

+  49-7 

11,366 

13,813 

11,260 

+  22-6 

-  0-9 

0.  Miscolbncous 

23,333 

45.999 

17,587 

+  161-0 

-  24-6 

34,-229 

60,43( 

2.5,048 

+  141-3 

-  26-8 

Total,  Class  III . 

164,144 

2.35.842 

107,977 

+  118  4 

-  34-2 

411,368 

631,643 

231,976 

+  172-3 

-  43-6 

IV-  -Mtullanerjs  and  UrK.'^1fi3d  (including 
Parcil  Post) . 

2,971 

6,167 

2,555 

+  141-4 

-  14-0 

11,384 

12,103 

4.440 

-  61-0 

Total  Imports 

659,160 

1,467,580 

594,060 

+  147-0 

-  9-9 

523,245 

1  798,372 

288,105 

lfl77-] 

-  45-1 

I 

k 


THE  li(»Al{l)  UE  TKADK  JOl'HXAL. 


Fkbkl'ahv  *20,  1020. 


FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  1019  AT  THE  PRE-WAR  VALUES  OF  19 13.— (continued). 

The  figures  of  the  Food  and  Diink  Class  of  inipoits  and  exports  present  some  features  of  interest.  Thus,  the  irnpoits  of 
grain  and  Hour  were  31  per  cent,  less  in  quantity  in  1919  than  in  1913,  and  the  re-exports  were  41  per  cent,  greater  in  quantity, 
and  though  there  was  a  great  relative  decrease  in  exports  of  United  Kingdom  pnxluce  in  this  gioup  of  articles  the  excess  of 
imports  over  exports  v.as.  in  quantity,  over  31  per  cent,  less  in  1919  than  in  1913. 

The  exce.ss  of  imjKirts  over  exports  of  non-dutiable  articles  of  food  and  drink  was  about  10  per  cent,  less  in  quantity  in 
1919  than  in  1913.  In  the  case  of  meat  there  was  an  increase  of  about  one-fifth,  and  in  the  case  of  dutiable  articles  of  food 
and  drink  an  increase  of  alx>iit  one-third  in  the  quantities  represented  by  the  excess  of  imports  over  exports.  In  the  last  case 
increa.'e  of  imports  is  not  clearlv  significant  of  increased  consumption,  since  .stocks  have  been  added  to.  and  a  like  feature 
may  affect  other  classes  of  goods,  thus  affording  some  hope  that  continued  expansion  of  quantities  to  be  imported  may  not  be 
found  necessary.  • 

In  the  case  of  tobacco  we  have  a  particular  instance  of  this  kind,  as  the  retained  imports  were,  in  quantity,  2-2  times  as 
"reat  in  1919  as  in  1913.  repre.senting  in  value  about  5^  times  the  corresponding  figure  for  1913. 


H.M.  Commercial  Counsellors,  Secretaries,  Etc. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Commercial  Diplomatic  Appointments  which  have  been  made  up  to  date.  It 
must  be  understood  that  the  list  is  not  final,  as  certain  additional  appointments  are  under  consideration.  These 
will  be  announced  in  the  “  Board  of  Trade  Journal  ”  as  soon  as  they  are  made,  and  the  list  as  printed  at 
present  will  be  amended  accordingly.  Telegraphic  addresses  are  given  in  brackets. 


EUROPE. 

FRANCE. 

J.  Addison,  Commercial  Counsellor,  H.B.M.  Embassy, 
Paris.  (“Commintell,  Paris.”* 

Capt.  Yeames,  Acting  Conin.ercial  Secretary,  H.B.M 
Embassy,  Paris.  (‘‘Commintell,  Paris.”) 

BELGIUM. 

R  F.  H.  Duke,  M.B.E.,  Commercial  Secretary. 

8,  rue  Belliard,  Brussels.  (‘‘Commintell,  Bruxelles.”) 
H.  Kershaw,  Commercial  Secretary,  8,  rue  Belliard, 
Brussels.  (‘‘Commintell,  Bruxelles.”) 

SWITZERLAND. 

J.  R.  Cahill,  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M.  Legation. 
Berne.  (‘‘Commintell,  Berne.”) 

NETHERLANDS. 

R.  V.  Laming.  .Acting  Commercial  Secretary,  16,  Ketting- 
straat,  The  Hague. 

DENMARK. 

R.  M.  Turner,  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M.  Legation, 
Copenhagen.  (‘‘Commintell,  Copenhagen.”) 

NORWAY. 

C.  L.  Pans,  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M.  Legation, 
Christiania. 

GERMANY. 

3.  A\ .  F.  Thclwall.  M.C..  (  ommcri  ial  Commissioner. 
Briti.sh  -Military  Mission.  Berlin.  (‘•Britcomniissar, 
Berlin.”! 

T.  Robbins.  Commercial  Commissioner,  British  Military 
Mission.  Berlin. 

C.  .1.  Kavanagli.  Common  iai  Comini'-sioiicr.  Hotel 
Monopolo.  Cidogno. 

SPAIN. 

Captain  I*,  do  B.  (harhx.  Comin*'i’<ial  StM-rotarv. 
Galiano  Alcala,  o.  .Madrid.  ('‘Coniiio'ntoll.  Aladrid.”) 

PORTUGAL. 

Geoffrey  Salis,  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M.  Legation, 
liisbon. 

ITALY. 

Sir  E.  H  Capel  Cure.  Commerojal  Conn.sellor.  H.B.M 
Embas.sy,  Rome.  (‘‘Commintell,  Rome.”) 

W.  H.  Haslam.  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M.  Embassy, 
Rome.  (‘‘Commintell,  Rome.”) 

GREECE 

E  C.  D  Rawlins.  C/onimercial  Secretary.  H.B.M. 
Legation,  Athens.  (‘‘Commintell,  Athens.”) 
ROUMAMA. 

A  .A.  Adams,  Commercial  Secretary,  33,  Strada  General 
Gh.  Mann  (fosta  Verde),  B nearest.  (‘‘Commintell, 
Bucarest.”) 

AUSTRIA. 

O.  S.  Phillpott.s.  O.B.E..  Commonial  Coniniissioner. 
c/o  British  Embas.sy.  Vienna.  (‘‘Commintell,  Vienna  ”) 
BULGARIA. 

Cant.  W.  B.  Heard,  Commercial  Commissioner,  c/o  British 
T<egatinn.  Sofia. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

R  H.  B.  T/ockhart,  Commercial  Secretary.  H.B.M. 
Legation.  Prague. 

HUNGARY. 

R.  J.  K.  Huiupbrovs.  Coinmor'  iai  Coiiimi-^ionor.  H.B.M. 
Legation.  Budapest. 

POLAND. 

R  E.  Kimens.  Acting  Commercial  Secretary.  H.B.M. 
Legation,  AVarsaw.  (‘‘Commintell,  Warsaw.”) 


H.ILM. 


RUSSIA. 

J.  Picton  Bagge,  Commercial  Secretary.  (Now  at  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Overseas  Trade.) 

W.  Peters,  Commercial  Commissioner.  (Now  at  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Overseas  Trade.) 

TURKEY. 

A.  T.  Waugh,  C.M.G..  Acting  Connueicial  Secretary, 
CO  British  High  Commissioner,  Constantinople. 

(‘•Commintell,  Constantinople.”) 

Capt.  C.  H.  Courthope-Munroe,  Commercial  Secretary, 
c/o  British  High  Commissioner,  Constantinople. 
(‘‘Commintell,  Constantinople.”) 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

J.  J.  Broderick.  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M.  Embassy, 
AVashington.  (‘‘Comniintell,  AA’asliington.”)  (On  leave.) 

R.  L.  Nosworthy,  Acting  Comnien  ial  Secretary,  H.B.AI. 
Embassy,  AA’ashington.  (“C’ommintell,  AA'ashington.”) 

Lt.-Col.  Maurice  Alexander,  C.M.G.,  Acting  Commercial 
Secretary,  H.B.M.  Embassy,  AA’ashington.  (‘‘Commintell,! 
AVashington.”)  B 

LATIN  AMERICA. 

ARGENTINA. 

H.  0.  Chalkley,  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M.  Legation, 
Buenos  Aires.  (‘‘Commintell,  Buenos  Aires.”) 

Capt.  TL  C.  Buxton,  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M.  ^ 
Legation,  Buenos  Aires.  (‘‘Commintell,  Buenos  Aires.”)  j 

BRAZIL.  . 

E.  Hambloch,  Commercial  Secretarv.  H.B.M.  Embassy,] 
Rio  de  Janeiro.  (“Commintell,  Rio  de  Janeiro.”)  j 

E.  Compton,  C'ominercial  Secretarx-.  H.B.M.  Embassy,  *| 
Rio  de  Janeiro.  (“Commintell,  Rio  de  Janeiro.”) 

CHILI. 

W.  F.  V.  Scott,  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M.  Legation, 
Santiago. 

CUBA. 

G.  T.  Alilne.  O.B.E..  Commercial  Secretarv.  H.B.M. 
Legation,  Havana.  (“Coniiuintell,  Havana.”! 

PERU  AND  ECUADOR. 

F.  AA’.  Manners,  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M.  Legation, 
Lima.  (“Commintell,  Lima.”) 

FAR  EAST. 

CHINA. 

H.  H.  F'ox,  C.M.G.,  Commercial  Counsellor,  H.B.M.  Com¬ 
mercial  Counsellor’s  Office,  Shanghai.  (“Commintell,” 
Shanghai.”) 

C.  A.  AV.  Rose,  C.I.E..  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M. 
Legation,  Peking.  (“Commintell,  Peking.”) 

HONGKONG. 

H.  J.  Brett,  Commercial  Secretary.  New  Government 
Building,  Hongkong.  (“Commintell,  Hongkong.”) 

JAPAN. 

E.  T  F,  Crowe.  C.M.G.,  Commercial  Counsellor,  H.B.M. 
Commercial  Counsellor’s  Office,  Yokohama.  (“Comrain- 
tell.  Yokohama.”)  (Now  at  Department  of  Overseas 
Trade.) 

H.  .4.  F.  Horne,  Commercial  Secretary,  H.B.M.  Commer¬ 
cial  Counsellor’s  Office,  A’okohama.  (“Commintell, 
A’okohama.”) 

EGYPT. 

E.  H.  Alulock,  H.M.  Commercial  .Agent,  c/o  The 
Residency,  Egypt.  (“Commintell,  Cairo.”) 

UNATT.4CHED. 

H.  C.  A.  Carf)enter,  Commercial  Secretary.  (Now  at 
Department  of  Oversea.s  Trade.) 


